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This-N-That

Good evening Jim,

We’re facing rising numbers again when it comes to suicides
and homelessness.

We’ve been fighting these two issues for quite a long time now,
and for a short time I personally felt progress was being made,
however, seems I was wrong.

With all the VA Medical Centers we have nationwide, the one
big problem I personally see, even though there are written
policies and guidelines for operations, most seem to run
independently based on the Directors position and financial
choices being made.
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I also don’t really see any accountability anywhere, no heads
rolling, no one being held responsible for taxpayer money
which funds the VA Healthcare System as well as many other
programs.

Accountability is one thing we’ve been pushing for since 2007.
The VA needs to publish monthly financial for each VAMC so
we can see where taxpayer money is being spent.

I recall not too long ago where one VAMC Director closed
down his ER and turned into a bio-contamination unit which
was not needed, but the ER was, and was proven when a
Veteran went to be seen in the ER and it was closed and he
passed away in the parking lot of the hospital.

There were other incidents at other locations, but as I said it’s
been a while ago and I can’t recall all of them.

Non-accountability could possibly explain why many Veterans
have issues in getting proper and timely care, I can’t say with
100% conviction, but I do suspect this is a portion of the
problem.

In this issue of the newsletter there are a couple of blurbs
regarding suicide and prevention, please, take the time to read
them if not for you, maybe a family member or a Veteran
buddy.

As I’ve said quite a number of times, people “clean out” their
homes at different times of the year. DAV (Disabled American
Veterans) has a great program in helping both the homeless,
those who are potentially homeless, and those with mental
problems in getting our Veterans the proper care needed.



So please consider making donations to the DAV. I know
they’d appreciate it!

This week we’re adding one more item to the TAKE ACTION
category, but we’d like to remind you to please take action on
all items.

If you’ve not visited our website, www.veterans-for-change.org
or not visited in a while, please be sure to check often for
updates on documents, web links, etc., we are a bit slow, but
are moving as fast as we can, yet not over-loading to put more
work on our Webmaster when we get to the transition into the
new look.

On behalf of our Volunteers nationwide and myself, we wish
you and your family good health!

Respectfully, 
Jim Davis 
Founder 
Jim.Davis@Veterans-For-Change.org

Debt Collection and Debt Relief

VA's Debt Management Center resumed sending debt
notification letters on October 1, 2021. If you owe money to VA
for an overpayment related to VBA benefits, here is what you
need to know.

VA automatically deferred collection on VBA benefit debts
created on or after April 6, 2020, through September 30, 2021,
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to provide relief from the COVID-19 pandemic. Benefit debts
created prior to April 6, 2020, had collection deferred upon
request. VA also paused all collection activity on debts under
the jurisdiction of the U.S. Department of the Treasury until
September 30, 2021.

Most VBA benefit debts are collected by the VA Debt
Management Center (DMC). This includes debts for benefits,
like compensation, pension and education. If VBA created a
debt for you while collection was deferred, you likely received
informational letters from DMC letting you know your debt
existed, but you didn't need to act until after September 30
unless you chose to do so.

For more information on resumption of debt collection, check
out the latest information on
https://blogs.va.gov/VAntage/95184/debt-management-center-
what-you-need-to-know-about-vba-debts-and-debt-relief/.

Military Veterans Advocacy

Military Veterans Advocacy is offering some free memberships
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for those who are struggling to get their claims through, are
having financial difficulties. Annual dues are $25.00 per year.
Our organization includes special sections, Blue Water Navy,
Veterans of Southeast Asia, Central Pacific Islands, Veterans
of Panama Canal Zone, and Okinawa. We have gift members
available which can be paid by your fellow brother or sister
Veterans. Gift members are kept confidential. Click HERE and
help a Veteran.

You may contact Robin Barr at robin.barr@mvadvocacy.org

VFW Testifies Before House

VFW National Legislative Service Deputy Director Tammy
Barlet testified before the House Committee on Veterans’
Affairs regarding innovation research and expanded public
health efforts for veteran suicide prevention. Barlet spoke
about multiple VFW programs and outreach opportunities to
engage our membership and communities in suicide
prevention awareness including Give an Hour’s Campaign to
Change Direction, Accessing Telehealth through Local Area
Stations (ATLAS), Green Alert system, #StillServing campaign,
health surveys, VFW Unmet Needs, and donations from VFW
Posts for suicide prevention innovation. “Veteran suicide
prevention awareness is not just a VA, congressional, or
veteran organization issue, it is an everyone issue,” Barlet
said. Watch the hearing or read the testimony.
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Must Pass CR Still Pending

As NewsBytes goes to press, the Senate and House are
expected to approve a stopgap funding measure, known as a
Continuing Resolution (CR-H.R.5305) to prevent the U.S.
government from partially shutting down on Oct. 1, 2021, the
start of the new fiscal year. This CR will keep the government
open at current spending levels until Dec. 3, 2021. This will
give Congress time to approve appropriations (spending) bills
and to be signed into law by the president.

In the event of a government shutdown, active-duty military
personnel will be paid because they are considered "essential
workers." Retirees will continue to be paid because funding for
their benefits are not required to be appropriated by Congress
(mandatory funding). TRICARE benefits also will continue if
there is a shutdown. Those receiving veterans' benefits will
continue to get benefits because the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) has two-year funding (an FRA supported initiative)
and already has funding for FY2022.

House Holds Hearing on Pending
Legislation

This week the House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on
Economic Opportunity held a hearing on proposed legislation
to improve many veteran benefits. Two of the bills discussed
originated from VFW/SVA Fellowship proposals including
improvements to the VA Work-Study program and stipends for
child care. Non-traditional students are the majority of student
veterans, and they have different needs from traditional



students such as employment and family obligations.
Improving success in education for student veterans is one of
the VFW’s long-standing resolutions and we are glad to see
support from Congress to help make these improvements.
Read VFW testimony.

Debt Suspension Pending in Senate

A bill (H.R.5304) that combined the debt limit suspension and
a Continuing Resolution (CR) passed the House but failed in
the Senate this week. Subsequently, another debt limit
suspension bill (S.1301) passed the House on a mostly
partisan roll call vote (219-211). This bill is also not expected to
pass the Senate. The bill suspends the debt limit through Dec.
16, 2022 and would enable the U.S. government to continue to
borrow money to pay its bills. The debt limit came back into
effect at $28.4 trillion on Aug. 1, 2021, following a two-year
suspension. The Treasury Department is using "extraordinary
measures" such as delaying certain payments to allow the
government to finance operations. Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen claims these measures will run out on Oct. 18, 2021.

New VA Directive Provides Benefits to
LGBT+ Veterans

On the 10th anniversary of the repeal of the policy known as
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” VA announced a new directive to
provide full benefits to veterans unfairly discharged under this
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policy. It is estimated that more than 14,000 service members
were given other than honorable discharges, preventing them
from applying for VA benefits like VR&E, home loan guaranty,
compensation & pension, health care, homeless program
and/or burial benefits. House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
Chairman Takano responded to this announcement by saying,
“With today’s announcement, VA is sending a clear message
that LGBTQ+ veterans’ service matters and that VA
acknowledges the long lasting effects that the draconian Don’t
Ask, Don’t Tell policy had.”

Read More

House Passes Automatic COLA Increase

The House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs passed VFW-
supported S.189, the Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living
Adjustment Act of 2021. This bill would ensure that whenever
there is a cost-of-living increase in benefits for Social Security
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recipients, VA would increase by the same percentage the
amounts payable for veterans' disability compensation,
additional compensation for dependents, clothing allowance for
certain disabled veterans, and dependency and indemnity
compensation for surviving spouses and children. This
legislation, which was passed by the Senate in July, now
heads to the president for signature.

House Approves Annual COLA for Veterans
Programs

The House passed the "Veterans' Compensation Cost-of-
Living Adjustment Act" (S.189), sponsored by Sen. John Thune
(S.D.) that authorizes cost-of-living increases based on the
Consumer Price Index (CPI), for veterans' disability
compensation, additional compensation for dependents of
veterans, clothing allowance for certain disabled veterans, and
dependency and indemnity compensation (DIC) for surviving
spouses and their children. This legislation, which was passed
by the Senate in July, now will be sent to the president to be
signed into law.

The COLA increase for retirees is automatic and does not
require legislative action. The amount of the COLA increase for
2022 has not yet been announced.

DoD Temporarily Increases BAH in Certain
Areas



The Department of Defense (DoD) has temporarily increased
2021 Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) rates for 56 housing
markets (commonly referred to as Military Housing Areas,
MHAs) across the U.S. Uniformed service members who have
incurred increased housing costs above their current BAH may
be eligible to apply and receive BAH at the temporarily higher
rate. The increased BAH rates for affected active duty in these
MHAs will take effect Oct. 1, 2021 and expire on Dec. 31,
2021.

Assuming there is no government shutdown, active-duty
service members who may be eligible for the higher BAH rates
will receive an email in the coming days with additional
information on how to apply for the higher rates with their
service. Additionally, each service will publish information
related to how to apply in administrative messages and other
media channels. These higher BAH rates will be replaced by
2022 BAH rates on Jan. 1, 2022. A list of locations with
temporary increases can be found online.

You Asked, Benefits.gov Answers:
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families

(TANF) FAQs

On Benefits.gov, our goal is to make it easier for citizens to
find the help they need and connect them to valuable
government assistance programs and resources. Here are a
few common questions about Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) answered for you!

https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/6a7rBYi20wKT3kCWBRszmQ


Read More

Your Guide to Unemployment
Insurance Benefits

Have you recently become unemployed through no fault of
your own? Are you looking for temporary financial assistance
while searching for new employment opportunities? In this
article, you will learn about how Unemployment
Insurance may help you, how to check your eligibility on
Benefits.gov, where to apply, and more.

Read More

Veterans: Reach Out for support when you
need it

Suicide Prevention Month, held each September, is a good
time to remember that you don't have to go through anything
alone. Reach out. Resources are available this month and all
year to help you face life's challenges.

This year's Suicide Prevention Month theme, Reach Out,
reminds Veterans to take a moment and reach out for support
when you need it..

Read More
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Why I get my health care at VA: Army
Veteran Woodi

Army Veteran Woodi dealt with pain by taking medication for
years until she found an alternative: regular yoga at the Salt
Lake City VA.



The program is only one of many alternative therapies
designed to help Veterans improve their quality of life. Woodi
and her yoga instructor, Yael, sat down to talk about their
experiences.

Read More

Veterans can receive Pfizer COVID-19
booster

Some Veterans, spouses and caregivers can receive a Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine booster shot from VA.

In line with recommendations from the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration and Centers for Disease Control, only people
who have already received a full series of the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine at least six months ago have been authorized to
receive a Pfizer booster shot.

Read More

Recent and coming improvements to the
Board of Veterans' Appeals

Cheryl L. Mason is the first woman chair of the Board of
Veterans' Appeals. She talks about recent and coming
improvements to the board and what brought her to work with
Veterans.
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Mason understands that military spouses bring talents and
insights that are valuable to the board. "We owe it to military
members and military families to support our military spouses,"
she said.

Read More

Prevent Opioid Misuse and Overdose with
These Safety Tips

When used correctly, opioids can be a useful part of your
healing process. However, it's far too easy to misuse and
overdose on opioids if you don't follow certain safety tips.
Learn how you can safely use and dispose of opioid
medications and how to help someone in need.

Watch Video

Opioid Prescriptions Decline Across the
Military Health System

The Military Health System has shown a significant decline in
prescriptions for opioids as a primary tool for pain
management.

Read More
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Your Pain on a Scale of 1-10? Check Out the
New DOD Way to Evaluate Pain

If you receive care in a military medical treatment facility, you
might notice your health care team is using a new method for
assessing your pain.

Read More

1) Biloxi VA Employee Pleads Guilty to Stealing VA Property 
2) Bucks County Man Sentenced to Over Three Years for
Faking Military Hero Status and Stealing from the Government 
3) CEO, CFO and Boston-Area Spinal Device Company
Charged in Bribery and Money Laundering Scheme 
4) Cost of Aurora VA hospital complex tops $2 billion; becomes
one of world’s most expensive health facilities 
5) El Paso Businesswoman Arrested for Health Care Fraud 
6) Federal & State Officials Advise Wisconsinites That Making
or Buying Fake COVID-19 Vaccine Cards is Illegal 
7) Fort Riley Mandates Counseling for Every Soldier to Help
Battle Suicide, Stigma of Seeking Help 
8) Georgia WWII Veteran to be honored by French
government 
9) Louisiana Doctor Indicted for Illegally Dispensing Over One
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Million Doses of Opioids and for $5.1 Million Health Care Fraud
Scheme 
10) Parkville Man Pleads Guilty to $335 Million Fraud,
$615,000 Tax Violations 
11) Portsmouth Woman Sentenced for Fraud Schemes
Targeting Veterans 
12) Storage Company Must Pay Airman $60,000 After Selling
His Property While He Was Deployed 
13) Tennessee Doctor Pleads Guilty to Maintaining an Illegal
Drug Premises 
14) The Only American Female POW in WWII Europe Had to
Fight for Her Status 
15) VA to restore benefits for LGBTQ Vets who received other-
than-honorable discharges: report

Retiring From the Service? Get to Know
Your TRICARE Options

"You need to actively enroll in a TRICARE plan to continue
health care coverage as a retiree," said Elan Green, chief of
TRICARE Health Plan's Member Benefits and Reimbursement
Section. "It doesn't happen automatically, so you need to take
action."

Read More
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TRICARE Pharmacy Copayments to
Increase in 2022

Do you get your prescription drugs through TRICARE
Pharmacy Home Delivery or at a TRICARE retail network
pharmacy? If so, you'll pay anywhere from $1 to $8 more in
copayments starting Jan. 1. These costs changes won't affect
all beneficiaries.

Read More

Need a COVID-19 Test? Here's What You
Need to Know

As the highly contagious Delta variant spreads, it's now more
important than ever to protect yourself and your family. Getting
vaccinated is the number one way you can do this, along with
mask wearing, social distancing, and washing your hands.
Another critically important step is knowing when and how to
be tested for COVID-19.

Read More

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjkuNDY2MjUxNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL25ld3Nyb29tLnRyaWNhcmUubWlsL0FydGljbGVzL0FydGljbGUvMjc5MjI4My90cmljYXJlLXBoYXJtYWN5LWNvcGF5bWVudHMtdG8taW5jcmVhc2UtaW4tMjAyMiJ9.VNLHw_9HZDqStM-lkOSag9NjwSWUBNZQIDmyBnifTno/s/742285012/br/113067375705-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjguNDY1ODc4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50cmljYXJlLm1pbC9jb3ZpZDE5dGVzdGluZyJ9.IXrqARYN_3isZxjFMhsMLgUsTdfMA4zZ0JA8IBJWLGA/s/742285012/br/113027441470-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjguNDY1ODc4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL25ld3Nyb29tLnRyaWNhcmUubWlsL0FydGljbGVzL0FydGljbGUvMjc5MTM1MS9uZWVkLWEtY292aWQtMTktdGVzdC1oZXJlcy13aGF0LXlvdS1uZWVkLXRvLWtub3cifQ.wup4nlp29FWSEdwDYNbONx_u_y4jelVihNbghjRVYJM/s/742285012/br/113027441470-l


You Are Not Alone – Mental Health Care is
Not One Size Fits All

If you or someone you know is struggling with a mental health
problem or suicidal thoughts, it's important to know that there
is not a one-size-fits-all solution, and finding the best option is
key to a successful recovery.

Read More

Suicide Is Preventable and Should Be
Treated Like a Health Problem

Suicide is a health issue that needs to be treated to reduce
risks – similar to the way heart disease needs treatment to
prevent a heart attack.

Read More

Ask the Doc: I've Got a Friend I'm Worried
About – What Should I Do?

I know he had a difficult childhood and he's seen a rough
deployment or two. My fear is that he might also think he's too
"tough" to get help.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjcuNDY1MjM2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIxLzA5LzIxL1lvdS1BcmUtTm90LUFsb25lLU1lbnRhbC1IZWFsdGgtQ2FyZS1pcy1Ob3QtT25lLVNpemUtRml0cy1BbGw_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWVtYWlsIn0.xXmnBKdBNwwLD3zVXooisGcaYH-SS5mKNsJFUVr1zeg/s/901428249/br/112961891832-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjcuNDY1MjM2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIxLzA5LzIwL1N1aWNpZGUtaXMtUHJldmVudGFibGUtYW5kLVNob3VsZC1CZS1UcmVhdGVkLUxpa2UtYS1IZWFsdGgtUHJvYmxlbT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZW1haWwifQ.OnaVQ9uINu5x26lZv3j_mg0eOkjN1FUQGIZLkVRFHPw/s/901428249/br/112961891832-l


Read More

Jim, below are links to all currently active pre-written E-Mails to
many pieces of legislation. We ask that you go to each one,
and send the pre-written E-Mails, and to also call your Reps or
Senators and ask for their support on a weekly basis!

Jim you don't need to be Active Duty or a Veteran, in fact we
ask all Veteran friends to also help! (Updated 10/02/21)

Please note, we’ve added 1 new items to the TAKE ACTION
list.

1. HR
1014
-
Furnish
Hyperbaric
Oxygen
Therapy
(HBOT)
to
a
Veteran
who
has
a
Traumatic

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA5MjcuNDY1MjM2NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIxLzA5LzE1L0Fzay10aGUtRG9jLUl2ZS1Hb3QtYS1GcmllbmQtSW0tV29ycmllZC1BYm91dC1XaGF0LVNob3VsZC1JLURvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.Ik-46k9WveAWtv7FxZyW0t8sLdydIeWOweRWKJ-3DTQ/s/901428249/br/112961891832-l
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10307-ask-your-member-of-congress-and-senators-to-co-sponsor-hr-1014


Brain
Injury
(TBI)
or
Post-
Traumatic
Stress
Disorder
(PTS)

2. HR
109
will
establish
an
advisory
committee
on
the
implementation
by
the
DVA
of
an
electronic
health
record

3. Concurrent
Receipt
Legislation
Introduced

4. Expand
Concurrent
Receipt

5. FRA
and
Others
asks
SecDef
Not

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10306-ask-your-member-of-congress-and-senators-to-co-sponsor-hr-109
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10256-concurrent-receipt-legislation-introduced
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10290-expand-concurrent-receipt
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10255-fra-and-others-asks-secdef-not-to-raise-tricare-fees


to
Raise
TRICARE
Fees

6. H.R.
333,
Disabled
Veterans
Tax
Termination
Act

7. H.R.
344,
Support
the
Women
Veterans
TRUST
Act

8. H.R.
914,
the
Dental
Care
for
Veterans
Act

9. Military
Retiree
Survivor
Comfort
Act

10. Oppose
TRICARE
fee
Increases

11. S.
134/H.R.
637,
the

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10258-h-r-333-disabled-veterans-tax-termination-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10292-h-r-344-support-the-women-veterans-trust-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10298-h-r-914-the-dental-care-for-veterans-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10257-military-retiree-survivor-comfort-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10169-oppose-tricare-fee-increases


Veterans
Economic
Recovery
Act
of
2021

12. S.
437,
Take
Action
for
Veterans
Exposed
to
Burn
Pits

13. S.
89,
Ensuring
Survivors
Benefits
during
COVID-
19
Act
of
2021

14. STOP
TRICARE
Fee
Increases

15. Support
Bills
to
Expand
Coverage
for
ChampVA
and
TRICARE

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10199-s-134-h-r-637-the-veterans-economic-recovery-act-of-2021
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10285-s-437-take-action-for-veterans-exposed-to-burn-pits
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10271-s-89-ensuring-survivors-benefits-during-covid-19-act-of-2021
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10291-stop-tricare-fee-increases
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10289-support-bills-to-expand-coverage-for-champva-and-tricare-young-adults


Young
Adults

16. Veterans
Economic
Recovery
Act
Introduced

17. Support
Bipartisan
Bill
to
Expanding
COVID-
19
Vaccine
Access
for
Veterans
and
Families

18. H.R.
855,
the
Veterans
Expedited
TSA
Screening
(VETS)
Safe
Travel
Act

19. HR
1355
and
S
454.
These
companion
bills
will

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10190-veterans-economic-recovery-act-introduced
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10308-support-bipartisan-bill-to-expanding-covid-19-vaccine-access-for-veterans-and-families
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10309-h-r-855-the-veterans-expedited-tsa-screening-vets-safe-travel-act


provide
health
care
and
benefits
to
Veterans
who
were
exposed
to
toxic
substances
while
serving
as
members
of
the
Armed
Forces
at
Karshi
Khanabad
Air
Base,
Uzbekistan.

20. Support
Repeal
of
TRICARE
Select
Enrollment
Fee

21. HR
1585
&
S
565-
Provide

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10322-hr-1355-and-s-454-these-companion-bills-will-provide-health-care-and-benefits-to-veterans-who-were-exposed-to-toxic-substances-while-serving-as-members-of-the-armed-forces-at-karshi-khanabad-air-base-uzbekistan
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10328-support-repeal-of-tricare-select-enrollment-fee


for
the
treatment
of
Vets
who
participated
in
the
cleanup
of
Enewetak
Atoll
as
Radiation
Exposed

22. Please
Support
S.
344,
the
Major
Richard
Star
Act

23. Support
the
Military
Retiree
Survivor
Comfort
Act

24. S.
810
&
H.R.
1972,
the
Fair
Care

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10341-hr-1585-s-565-provide-for-the-treatment-of-vets-who-participated-in-the-cleanup-of-enewetak-atoll-as-radiation-exposed
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10385-please-support-s-344-the-major-richard-star-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10386-support-the-military-retiree-survivor-comfort-act-2
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10388-s-810-h-r-1972-the-fair-care-for-vietnam-veterans-act-of-2021


for
Vietnam
Veterans
Act
of
2021

25. HR
109
Establish
an
Advisory
Committee
on
Implementation
by
the
DVA
of
an
electronic
health
record

26. HR
2372
and
S
952
will
Provide
for
Presumption
of
Service
Connection
for
certain
diseases
associated
with
exposure

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10389-hr-109-establish-an-advisory-committee-on-implementation-by-the-dva-of-an-electronic-health-record
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10390-hr-2372-and-s-952-will-provide-for-presumption-of-service-connection-for-certain-diseases-associated-with-exposure-to-toxins


to
toxins

27. Please
Ask
you
Senator
to
support
S.952
the
Warfighters
Act

28. Support
Improving
VA
Homelessness
Program

29. S.
976,
Caring
for
Survivors
Act
of
2021

30. H.R.
303,
the
Retired
Pay
Restoration
Act

31. H.R.
912,
American
Indian
and
Alaska
Native
Veterans

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10391-please-ask-you-senator-to-support-s-952-the-warfighters-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10392-support-improving-va-homelessness-program
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10421-s-976-caring-for-survivors-act-of-2021
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10422-h-r-303-the-retired-pay-restoration-act-2
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10423-h-r-912-american-indian-and-alaska-native-veterans-mental-health-act-2


Mental
Health
Act

32. S.
976,
the
Caring
for
Survivors
Act
of
2021

33. HR
2269
and
S
657
cover
herbicide
exposure
in
Thailand

34. Bipartisan
Bill
Introduced
to
Help
Military
Survivors

35. Legislation
asks
for
Study
of
Involuntary
Discharges
for
Women

36. H.R.
2436,

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10424-s-976-the-caring-for-survivors-act-of-2021
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10425-hr-2269-and-s-657-cover-herbicide-exposure-in-thailand
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10433-bipartisan-bill-introduced-to-help-military-survivors
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10434-legislation-asks-for-study-of-involuntary-discharges-for-women


the
Veterans
Burn
Pit
Exposure
Recognition
Act

37. H.R.
958
—
the
Protecting
Moms
Who
Served
Act

38. HR
2127
and
S
927,
the
TEAM
bills
Veterans
Exposed
to
Toxic
Substances

39. Ask
your
Senator
to
Support
S.1520
Military
Justice
Improvement
Act

40. Ask

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10435-h-r-2436-the-veterans-burn-pit-exposure-recognition-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10456-h-r-958-the-protecting-moms-who-served-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10457-hr-2127-and-s-927-the-team-bills-veterans-exposed-to-toxic-substances
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10494-ask-your-senator-to-support-s-1520-military-justice-improvement-act


your
member
to
support
S.810
and
H.R.
1972
The
Fair
Care
for
Vietnam
Veterans
Act
of
2021

41. Ask
your
member
and
senator
to
support
HR
2580
and
S
1151
to
provide
for
a
presumption
of
service
connected
disability
for
certain

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10495-ask-your-member-to-support-s-810-and-h-r-1972-the-fair-care-for-vietnam-veterans-act-of-2021
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10496-ask-your-member-and-senator-to-support-hr-2580-and-s-1151-to-provide-for-a-presumption-of-service-connected-disability-for-certain-veterans-who-served-in-palomares-spain-and-for-other-purposes


Veterans
who
served
in
Palomares,
Spain,
and
for
other
purposes

42. "Bold
New
Plan"
for
Veterans
Toxic
Exposure
(S.
927/H.R.
2127)

43. Ask
your
Senator
to
Support
S.1520
Military
Justice
Improvement
Act

44. HR
855,
VETS
Safe
Travel
Act

45. HR
3368,
the
Guam,

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10497-bold-new-plan-for-veterans-toxic-exposure-s-927-h-r-2127
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10498-ask-your-senator-to-support-s-1520-military-justice-improvement-act-2
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10516-hr-855-vets-safe-travel-act


American
Samoa,
and
Johnston
Island
bill

46. H.R.
2521,
Delivering
Optimally
Urgent
Labor
Access
(DOULA)
for
Veterans
Affairs
Act
of
2021

47. H.R.
1273,
the
Vietnam
Veterans
Liver
Fluke
Cancer
Study
Act

48. H.R.
2968,
the
Military
and
Veteran
Student
Loan
Relief
Act

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10543-hr-3368-the-guam-american-samoa-and-johnston-island-bill
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10559-h-r-2521-delivering-optimally-urgent-labor-access-doula-for-veterans-affairs-act-of-2021
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10596-h-r-1273-the-vietnam-veterans-liver-fluke-cancer-study-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10612-h-r-2968-the-military-and-veteran-student-loan-relief-act


49. H.R.
845,
the
VA
Billing
Accountability
Act

50. Comprehensive
Toxic
Exposure
Bill
Introduced
in
House

51. S.
1031,
Legislation
Requiring
a
Study
to
Look
at
Disparities
in
VA
Claims

52. Action
Alert:
Tell
Congress
to
Support
the
COST
of
War
Act
and
the

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10613-h-r-845-the-va-billing-accountability-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10615-comprehensive-toxic-exposure-bill-introduced-in-house
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10640-s-1031-legislation-requiring-a-study-to-look-at-disparities-in-va-claims
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10641-action-alert-tell-congress-to-support-the-cost-of-war-act-and-the-honoring-our-pact-act


Honoring
our
PACT
Act!

53. HR
303
and
S
1147
The
Retired
Pay
Restoration
Act

54. Ask
Your
Legislators
to
Support
Concurrent
Receipt
Reform
HR-
1282

55. HR
1656
TREAT
PTSD
Act

56. S.
1664,
the
Post-
Traumatic
Stress
Disorder
(PTSD)
Processing
Claims
Improvement

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10674-hr-303-and-s-1147-the-retired-pay-restoration-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10685-ask-your-legislators-to-support-concurrent-receipt-reform-hr-1282
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10686-hr-1656-treat-ptsd-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10687-s-1664-the-post-traumatic-stress-disorder-ptsd-processing-claims-improvement


57. H.R.
2724
—
VA
Peer
Support
Enhancement
for
MST
Survivors
Act

58. Please
Support
H.R.
3452
—
Veterans
Preventative
Health
Coverage
Fairness
Act

59. HR
2192,
The
Camp
Lejeune
Justice
Act
of
2021

60. HR
5026,
The
Panama
Canal
Zone
Veterans
Act
of

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10731-h-r-2724-va-peer-support-enhancement-for-mst-survivors-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10732-please-support-h-r-3452-veterans-preventative-health-coverage-fairness-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10769-hr-2192-the-camp-lejeune-justice-act-of-2021
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10836-hr-5026-the-panama-canal-zone-veterans-act-of-2021


2021
61. HR

3368,
HR
5026,
HR
2269,
S
657
are
all
Toxic
Exposure
Bills
that
need
special
attention
and
more
pressure
to
get
passed!

62. H.R.
4627,
Veterans’
Culturally
Competent
Care
Act
of
2021

63. S.
2172,
Building
Solutions
for
Veterans
Experiencing

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10876-hr-3368-hr-5026-hr-2269-s-657-are-all-toxic-exposure-bills-that-need-special-attention-and-more-pressure-to-get-passed
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10877-h-r-4627-veterans-culturally-competent-care-act-of-2021
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10878-s-2172-building-solutions-for-veterans-experiencing-homelessness


Homelessness
64. H.R.

4571,
the
SERVICE
Act
of
2021

65. S.
796,
Protecting
Moms
Who
Served
Act

66. H.R.
4732,
Protect
Individual
Unemployability
Benefit
for
All
Disabled

67. S.
1937,
the
Delivering
Optimally
Urgent
Labor
Access
(DOULA)
for
Veterans
Act
of
2021

68. S.
2283

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10879-h-r-4571-the-service-act-of-2021
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10892-s-796-protecting-moms-who-served-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10893-h-r-4732-protect-individual-unemployability-benefit-for-all-disabled
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10894-s-1937-the-delivering-optimally-urgent-labor-access-doula-for-veterans-act-of-2021


and
H.R.
5073
—
the
Crisis
Hotline
REACH
for
Veterans
Act

69. HR
852
and
S
221,
United
States
-
Israel
PTSD
Collaborative
Research
Act

Follow us on MEWE! The support staff at MEWE is responsive,
open to suggestions and works very hard to protect your
personal information.

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10895-s-2283-and-h-r-5073-the-crisis-hotline-reach-for-veterans-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10899-hr-852-and-s-221-united-states-israel-ptsd-collaborative-research-act
http://www.mewe.com
http://www.mewe.com


We hope you will join us on this new site.

VETERANS-FOR-CHANGE

HOMELESS HEROES PROGRAM OF VETERANS-FOR-
CHANGE

AMVETS GROUP

VETERANS SOCIAL GROUP

{USAVET} SUPPORTING GOD & ALL WHO SERVED OUR
GREAT NATION

AMERICANS FOR SOVEREIGNTY

1) COVID-19: Reviewing Existing Policies Could Help Selected
Agencies Better Prepare for Dedicated User Fee Revenue
Fluctuations 
2) COVID-19: Selected Agencies Overcame Technology
Challenges to Support Telework but Need to Fully Assess
Security Controls 
3) Medicaid Behavioral Health: CMS Guidance Needed to
Better Align Demonstration Payment Rates with Costs and
Prevent Duplication 
4) Medicare: Provider Performance and Experiences Under
the Merit-Based Incentive Payment System 
5) Sexual Assault and Harassment: NOAA Has Made
Substantial Progress in Prevention and Response but Could
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Further Improve Its Processes

1) All Ultrasound Gels and Lotions Manufactured by Eco-Med
Pharmaceutical, Inc. Recalled Due to Risk of Bacteria
Contamination 
2) Allergy Alert Issued for Undeclared Milk and Egg in Apple
and Cherry Pies Sold at Five Whole Foods Market Stores in
Mid-Atlantic Region 
3) Allergy Alert on Undeclared Wheat in Cheese Curds and Ice
Cream 
4) B&G Foods Issues Voluntary Allergy Alert on Undeclared
Wheat in a Limited Number of Cases of Tone’s® Taco
Seasoning Blend 
5) Benefit-Risk Assessment for New Drug and Biological
Products 
6) Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: October 1, 2021 
7) COVID-19 Frequently Asked Questions 
8) Cuisine Innovations Unlimited, LLC Issues Allergy Alert on
Undeclared Egg Yolks in “Vemondo Vegan Crabless Mini
Crabcakes” by Lidl 
9) Eli Lilly and Company Issues Voluntary Nationwide Recall
of One Lot of GLUCAGON® Emergency Kit Due to Loss of
Potency 
10) FDA alerts patients and health care professionals not to
use compounded products intended to be sterile from
Prescription Labs Inc. dba Greenpark Compounding Pharmacy
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11) FDA Clears First Major Imaging Device Advancement for
Computed Tomography in Nearly a Decade 
12) FDA Drug Shortages 
13) FDA to Hold Advisory Committee Meetings to Discuss
Emergency Use Authorization for Booster Doses and COVID-
19 Vaccines for Younger Children 
14) Federal officials seize spices and food additive products
held under insanitary conditions from a Florida warehouse 
15) Investigator Responsibilities – Safety Reporting for
Investigational Drugs and Devices 
16) Left Atrial Appendage Occlusion (LAAO) Devices
Potentially Associated with Procedural Outcome Differences
Between Women and Men – Letter to Health Care Providers 
17) Magellan Diagnostics Recalls LeadCare II, LeadCare Plus,
and LeadCare Ultra Blood Lead Tests Due to Risk of Falsely
Low Results 
18) Microbiological Quality Considerations in Non-Sterile Drug
Manufacturing 
19) Risk of Exposure to Unsafe Levels of Radiation with Safe-
T-Lite UV WAND: FDA Safety Communication 
20) Youth E-cigarette Use Remains Serious Public Health
Concern Amid COVID-19 Pandemic

CLICK HERE TO FOLLOW US ON TWITTER !
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If you received this newsletter as a courtesy
or a forward from a friend or relative, you

can sign up to receive in your E-mail every
week.

CLICK HERE TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE VFC NEWSLETTER!

1) Errors employers should avoid when requesting advance
payment of employer credits 
2) Here’s what taxpayers need to know about paying taxes on
their hobby activities 
3) IRS announces ‘Dirty Dozen’ tax scams for 2021 
4) IRS releases Data Book for fiscal 2020 describing agency’s
activities during pandemic 
5) IRS urges caution with email, social media and phones as
part of ‘Dirty Dozen’ series 
6) IRS, Treasury release state-by-state data on third round of

https://gem.godaddy.com/signups/193302/join
http://a-plusbks.com/news/13-irs-news-information/1666-errors-employers-should-avoid-when-requesting-advance-payment-of-employer-credits
http://a-plusbks.com/news/13-irs-news-information/1671-here-s-what-taxpayers-need-to-know-about-paying-taxes-on-their-hobby-activities
http://a-plusbks.com/news/13-irs-news-information/1665-irs-announces-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2021
http://a-plusbks.com/news/13-irs-news-information/1663-irs-releases-data-book-for-fiscal-2020-describing-agency-s-activities-during-pandemic
http://a-plusbks.com/news/13-irs-news-information/1668-irs-urges-caution-with-email-social-media-and-phones-as-part-of-dirty-dozen-series
http://a-plusbks.com/news/13-irs-news-information/1667-irs-treasury-release-state-by-state-data-on-third-round-of-economic-impact-payments


Economic Impact Payments 
7) National Taxpayer Advocate assesses tax filing season and
identifies areas for IRS improvement in mid-year report to
Congress 
8) People who don’t have to file taxes may need to register for
monthly advance child tax credit payments 
9) Treasury, IRS extend safe harbor for renewable energy
projects

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency announced four
burial updates and two new identifications for service members
who have been missing and unaccounted-for from World War
II and Korea. Returning home for burial with full military honors
are:

Army 1st Lt. James E. Wright, 25, of Parkton, North Carolina,
was assigned to Company F, 2nd Battalion, 11th Infantry
Regiment, 5th Infantry Division. He was reported missing in
action on Sept. 11, 1944, after a fighting withdrawal at the
Moselle River near Dornot, France. Following the battle, his
remains could not be recovered. Wright will be buried on Oct.
12, 2021, in Lumber Bridge, North Carolina. Read about
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Wright.

Army Pvt. Donald A. Fabrize, 17, of Chayuga, New York,
was assigned to Company B, 2nd Battalion, 19th Infantry
Regiment, 24th Infantry Division. He was reported killed in
action on July 16, 1950, after a fighting withdrawal along the
Kum River in South Korea. Following the battle, his remains
could not be recovered. Fabrize will be buried in May 2022 at
Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia. Read about
Fabrize.

Army 1st Lt. Anthony R. Mazzulla, 26, of Bronx, New York,
was assigned to Company B, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry
Regiment, 7th Infantry Division. He was reported missing in
action on Dec. 2, 1950, after a fighting withdrawal near the
Chosin Reservoir, North Korea. Following the battle, his
remains could not be recovered. Mazzulla will be buried in
Cranston, Rhode Island. The date has yet to be determined.
Read about Mazzulla.

Army Sgt. Stanley L. DeWitt, of Royal City, Indiana, was
assigned to Medical Detachment, 57th Field Artillery Battalion,
7th Infantry Division. He was reported missing in action on
Dec. 6, 1950, when his unit was attacked by enemy forces
near the Chosin Reservoir, North Korea. Following the battle,
his remains could not be recovered. DeWitt will be buried in his
hometown. The date has yet to be determined. Read about
DeWitt.

Navy Seaman 1st Class Buford H. Dyer, 19, was assigned to
the battleship USS Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford
Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese
aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941. The USS Oklahoma sustained
multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly capsize. The
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attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen,
including Dyer. Interment services are pending. Read about
Dyer.

Navy Fireman 2nd Class Benjiman C. Terhune, 19, of
Watervliet, Michigan, was assigned to the battleship USS
Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor,
when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft on Dec. 7,
1941. The USS Oklahoma sustained multiple torpedo hits,
which caused it to quickly capsize. The attack on the ship
resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen, including Terhune.
Interment services are pending. Read about Terhune.
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