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This-N-That
Good evening Jim,

This week thankfully we’re beginning to see more
and more new legislation being put forth and you
will see in the “TAKE ACTION” section what new
has been added. There might be one or two that
look like duplicates, and they are, but, they’re
through two different organizations which is nice. All
those participating is helping us really get the bang
for the buck, so please do take action on both.

http://www.veterans-for-change.org


I also encourage everyone to share this with friends
and family, no one has to be a Veteran to
participate and help us get more legislation passed
and signed into law.

I also want to thank those who have contributed
more documents as well as news links, makes it a
great deal easier for us to help keep you informed.

I do my level best to steer clear of politics, but the
one thing I just can’t overlook is that Congress in
their infinite wisdom managed to come up with
funding to house illegals crossing the borders and
continue to ignore all our homeless Veterans and
are still forcing National Guard in DC to sleep in the
garage on a cement floor.

I’d like to ask everyone to please think about that,
use the phone numbers always provided in the
newsletter to call both your Rep and Senators and
in a polite way tell them how unhappy you are that
Americans are not being put first. Especially those
who have or are serving our country.

I’ve been talking to some high schools and small
colleges to see if we can get an intern to help at
least with keeping the website updated with news
pieces as quickly as they come in, but so far, we’re



still just in the talking more, so keep your fingers
crossed for us.

Please also pay attention to the links to information
from the FDA as again there are more recalls in
place, and we want to make sure all our Veterans
and their families are safe.

If you’ve not visited our website, www.veterans-for-
change.org or not visited in a while, please be sure
to check often for updates on documents, web links,
etc., we are a bit slow, but are moving as fast as we
can, yet not over-loading to put more work on our
Webmaster when we get to the transition into the
new look.

And I’d like to encourage everyone who can to help
and support Military-Veterans Advocacy go to
www.militaryVeteransadvocacy.org. They helped all
our Blue Water Navy Veterans, and are still working
on BWN and now many other issues, and
Commander John Wells and his hard-working team
continue to fight for all of our Veterans!

On behalf of our Volunteers nationwide and myself,
we wish you and your family good health!

Respectfully, 

http://www.veterans-for-change.org
http://www.militaryveteransadvocacy.org


Jim Davis 
Founder 
Jim.Davis@Veterans-For-Change.org

Military Veterans Advocacy

mailto:Jim.Davis@Veterans-For-Change.org


Military Veterans Advocacy is offering some free
memberships for those who are struggling to get
their claims through, are having financial difficulties.
Annual dues are $25.00 per year. Our organization
includes special sections, Blue Water Navy,
Veterans of Southeast Asia, Central Pacific Islands,
Veterans of Panama Canal Zone, and Okinawa. We
have gift members available which can be paid by
your fellow brother or sister Veterans. Gift members
are kept confidential. Go to this link and help a
Veteran.
https://www.militaryVeteransadvocacy.org/.../c2/yea
rly_dues

You may contact Robin at
robin.barr@mvadvocacy.org

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE
Chairman's Remarks

Monday March 29th was National Vietnam Veterans
Day, a date which unfortunately passes without the
recognition it deserves. Over 58,000 Americans
died in support of that war, which ranks as the
fourth highest death rate in United States history.
Only the Civil War and the two World Wars

https://www.militaryveteransadvocacy.org/.../c2/yearly_dues
mailto:robin.barr@mvadvocacy.org


sacrificed more Americans. But that is only the
official count. Tens of thousands, or probably more
accurately hundreds of thousands, of American
service members have died of illnesses related to
the use of herbicide. This includes not only those
who served in-country, but those who were
offshore, in Thailand, Laos, Korea, Cambodia,
Guam, Okinawa, the Panama Canal Zone and the
Philippines. In addition, the herbicide was used
throughout the United States in places like CBC
Gulfport MS, Eglin AFB FL, Fort Drum NY, and Fort
McClellan AL. Some Veterans Service
Organizations have written off the Vietnam and
Vietnam Era Veterans. MVA has not. We will
continue to push for all victims of military toxic
exposure - be it herbicide, radiation, burn pits, or
any other poison.

Some good news on the legislative front, Senator
Boozman of Arkansas has introduced a bill to cover
Veterans in Thailand through June of 1976 when
our forces departed. Congressman Bruce
Westerman has a companion bill in the House.
Watch for these two bills to become a “Bill of the
Week” in the near future.

We are supporting a bill to cover the K-2 Veterans
who were exposed to ionizing radiation in



Uzbekistan. We are also supporting benefits for
those Veterans exposed to radiation in the
Enewetak Atoll. Both of these efforts have been
highlighted as Bills of the Week.

On the litigation front, our cases for Thailand,
Guam, and to extend the line for Blue Water Navy
personnel outside of the territorial sea are moving
forward. We have contacted the VA about covering
Phu Quoc Island, which lies outside of the area
covered by the Blue Water Navy Act and are
awaiting their response. Meanwhile Mike Yates is
working hard to expand our data base of deck logs,
many of which are not covered on the National
Archives website. We have asked the VA to re-
issue and update the “Ships List” and are awaiting
a response. We are waiting for the VA to respond to
our Panama Canal Zone rulemaking request, and
we continue to gather materials to submit a
rulemaking request on Okinawa.

In a recent success, the MVA supported Save Lives
Act was signed by President Biden. This will provide
covid vaccines to all Veterans, their spouses, and
care givers. We have some members in the
Philippines who were denied vaccines by the
Veterans Health Administration in Manila. This bill
will now cover them.



We have also brought noted Veterans’ law attorney
Robin Hood onboard as our volunteer Director of
Litigation. Robin will begin to assume more duties
on the litigation front freeing me up for other
matters.

Our other Robin, Robin Barr, continues to work
miracles in keeping the administrative side of MVA
humming. Any administrative or membership
questions please contact her at
Robin.Barr@mvadvocacy.org.

I cannot say enough about our Bill of the Week
program. It has been successful with a number of
positive comments from our members and from
Congress. But we are not getting the participation
that I hoped for. Please use the links to send a pre-
written e-mail to your Member of Congress and
Senators. Do not get discouraged if you do not get a
response. IT IS A NUMBERS GAME ON THE HILL
and all offices have people designated to record
these types of support emails and provide a
summary to the Member or the Senator. It helps
raise awareness and leads to others co-sponsoring
bills that we think are important. All of our Bills of
the Week can be found at
https://www.militaryVeteransadvocacy.org/bill-of-

mailto:Robin.Barr@mvadvocacy.org


the-week.html.

For those wondering, yes, we will have a rifle raffle
this year. First prize is an M1A1 Springfield rifle.
Second prize a Smith and Wesson Model 686, 7
shot revolver. We will be printing the tickets soon
and will publicize all information next month. Tickets
will cost $45 per chance and the drawing will be
June 26th.

Also don’t forget to order your MVA or Section gear
at the MVA online marketplace at https://military-
Veterans-advocacy.square.site/.

We have had to delay having the Veterans benefits
webinar because our Continuing Legal Education
certification was delayed. We have now received
that certification and will be picking a date soon.
Stay tuned.

Our 1500th member is 16-year-old Jacob, who is a
sophomore in high school and currently taking Army
JROTC. He is thinking about joining up after high
school. This was a birthday gift from his parents.
Please help us gain members. Membership is only
$25 per year and life memberships are available.
You can join MVA or renew your membership at
https://www.militaryVeteransadvocacy.org/store/c2/

https://www.militaryveteransadvocacy.org/bill-of-the-week.html
https://military-veterans-advocacy.square.site/
https://www.militaryveteransadvocacy.org/store/c2/yearly_dues


yearly_dues. Please help us reach our goal of 2000
members by the 4th of July so that we can apply for
official recognition as a Veterans Service
organization. Gift memberships are available.

See you next month!

John B. Wells 
Commander USN (ret) 
Chairman of the Board

When we "break bread," we build social
bonds

Throughout history, people have bartered, decided
the fates of nations, and built friendships all over
meals.

Read More

President Signs Veterans Vaccine Bill into
Law

The House unanimously approved a Senate
amendment and passed the "VA Vaccine Act"
(H.R.1276) sending it to the president, who signed it
into law. "Today, we sent vital legislation to the

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjYuMzc3NzA4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIxLzAzLzI1L1doZW4td2UtQnJlYWstQnJlYWQtd2UtYnVpbGQtc29jaWFsLWJvbmRzP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.mtGCtzjq3yx0ZGUklCMm2VSw_roABwLYHjd6u3Fjr4M/s/901428249/br/100718349259-l


President's desk that will ensure VA has the
authority to provide COVID-19 vaccines to all
Veterans, caregivers, and Veteran spouses who
walk through its doors," said House Veterans Affairs
Committee Chairman Takano (Calif.). "VA has
proven itself as one the most effective vaccinators
in the nation - but it's clear VA needs additional
authority to continue leading this effort to get as
many shots into arms as possible. After hearing
some Veterans were turned away because they
weren't eligible for VA care, I saw a need and
worked with Ranking Member Bost (Ill.), to speedily
pass the bill in two weeks. This expansion must be
contingent on having adequate supply of the
vaccine and VA must continue to prioritize
vaccinations and healthcare delivery for our nation's
Veterans that are enrolled in VA care. ...When
COVID-19 vaccine supply is readily available, our
bipartisan legislation will give VA the authority it
needs to vastly ramp up its vaccination efforts, and I
look forward to President Biden signing my bill, as
amended, into law." The bill will expand the VA's
authority to provide vaccines to:

• Veterans who are not currently enrolled in the
VA's health care system, including Veterans without
compensable service-connected disabilities and



Veterans who have incomes above VA's threshold; 
• Caregivers of Veterans who are enrolled in
various VA home-based and long-term care
programs; 
• Veterans living abroad who rely on the Foreign
Medical Program (including those who reside in the
Philippines); 
• Spouses of Veterans; and 
• CHAMPVA recipients (spouses or children of
permanently and totally disabled Veterans or of
Veterans who have died from service-connected
disabilities).

According to Stars and Stripes, the legislation
requires the VA to offer coronavirus vaccines to 24
million more people.

VA seeks medical assistants, technologists
to support Veteran care

Medical support assistants and medical
technologists at VA help ensure that millions of
Veterans across the country receive the care they
need.

Read More

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDIuMzgxODE1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2NzM0L3ZhLXNlZWtzLW1lZGljYWwtYXNzaXN0YW50cy10ZWNobm9sb2dpc3RzLXN1cHBvcnQtdmV0ZXJhbi1jYXJlLyJ9.lBH3oTrVqZCoMLHp6zGiFOTDhphGn7ZOXZ5sg_Ermmk/s/360066881/br/101427813056-l


SAVE LIVES Act Signed Into Law



On Wednesday, President Biden signed into law
VFW-supported H.R. 1276, Strengthening and
Amplifying Vaccination Efforts to Locally Immunize
All Veterans and Every Spouse (SAVE LIVES) Act.
The law allows VA to provide a COVID-19 vaccine
to all Veterans, their spouses, caregivers, and
Civilian Health and Medical Program recipients
regardless of their eligibility for VA health care.
Veterans who are already using VA health care will
have priority. "COVID-19 has wreaked havoc on all
Americans including Veterans and their families,"
VFW National Legislative Director Pat Murray said
in a statement. "The end may be near, but we will
not come out of this until everybody possible has
vaccinations."

Read More

The difference between celiac disease and
non-celiac gluten sensitivity

Eating gluten free has become very popular in
recent years.

Read More

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1276/text?loclr=cga-bill
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/03/24/biden-signs-sweeping-new-law-allowing-va-vaccinate-all-veterans-spouses.html
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjkuMzc4Nzk1MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIxLzAzLzI2L1RoZS1kaWZmZXJlbmNlLWJldHdlZW4tQ2VsaWFjLURpc2Vhc2UtLU5vbmNlbGlhYy1HbHV0ZW4tU2Vuc2l0aXZpdHk_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWVtYWlsIn0.jsaFSTaRG_q6IioqSKn889WbXh5vnDNAvBTVNsQRJxU/s/901428249/br/100800729340-l


Historic observance celebrates the
achievements of women

"f there's a first...then there can be a few and then
many. A first is a signal that [anything] is possible!"

Read More

Iraq Veteran competing virtually in Winter
Clinic

Iraq Army Veteran Seth Cole would prefer to be in
Aspen for the Winter Clinic but plans to make the
most of the virtual version this year from home.
Sports are part of his rehabilitation goals.

Read More

Marine Corps Veteran Richard: Why I get my
health care at VA

Marine Corps Veteran Richard says VA came
through when he needed help the most, enrolling
him for care, bedside in a civilian hospital. "The only
reason I am sitting here today is because of VA."

Read More

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjYuMzc3NzA4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIxLzAzLzI1L0hpc3RvcmljLW9ic2VydmFuY2UtY2VsZWJyYXRlcy10aGUtYWNoaWV2ZW1lbnRzLW9mLXdvbWVuP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.n8a8nzVvustXJrfVZjZyLjy0sWTHyZmi2Bm4V10dlSU/s/901428249/br/100718349259-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDIuMzgxODE1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2NzEyL2lyYXEtdmV0ZXJhbi1jb21wZXRpbmctdmlydHVhbGx5LXdpbnRlci1jbGluaWMvIn0.617PF6MRWhh3LOwKcFRKA6W3BgRdch8tJrvfXJB6BzM/s/360066881/br/101427813056-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDIuMzgxODE1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2NDMzL21hcmluZS1jb3Jwcy12ZXRlcmFuLXJpY2hhcmQtZ2V0LWhlYWx0aC1jYXJlLXZhLyJ9.wH67kU6EM_1wYcxMi5U7BuSwD_-Ek98mGnur-tTotHU/s/360066881/br/101427813056-l


1. Court Enters $4.5 Million Judgment Against
Owner of Defunct Urine Drug Testing Laboratory
Resolving Allegations of Participation in Kickback
Schemes
2. Davis Man Pays $635,000 in Civil Settlement to
Resolve Allegations of False Statements to Obtain
Grant Frauds
3. Pennsylvania Man Admits Role in $4.6 Million
Kickback Scheme Related to Genetic Testing
4. Justice Department Takes Action Against
COVID-19 Fraud
5. Owner of Defunct Urine Drug Testing Laboratory
Agrees to Pay Over $2 Million to Resolve
Allegations of Participation in Kickback Schemes
6. Owner of Central Medical Systems Sentenced to
15 Months for Medicare Billing Fraud
7. More Charges Against State Lawmaker for
$900,000 COVID-19 Fraud Scheme at Springfield
Health Care Charity
8. North Texas Woman Guilty in Multimillion-Dollar
Conspiracy Involving the Sale of Forged
Prescriptions
9. AG FERGUSON: Mesh Manufacturer Boston

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/225-criminal-legal/10361-court-enters-4-5-million-judgment-against-owner-of-defunct-urine-drug-testing-laboratory-resolving-allegations-of-participation-in-kickback-schemes
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/225-criminal-legal/10362-davis-man-pays-635-000-in-civil-settlement-to-resolve-allegations-of-false-statements-to-obtain-grant-frauds
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/225-criminal-legal/10363-pennsylvania-man-admits-role-in-4-6-million-kickback-scheme-related-to-genetic-testing
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/225-criminal-legal/10364-justice-department-takes-action-against-covid-19-fraud
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/225-criminal-legal/10365-owner-of-defunct-urine-drug-testing-laboratory-agrees-to-pay-over-2-million-to-resolve-allegations-of-participation-in-kickback-schemes
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/225-criminal-legal/10366-owner-of-central-medical-systems-sentenced-to-15-months-for-medicare-billing-fraud
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/225-criminal-legal/10367-more-charges-against-state-lawmaker-for-900-000-covid-19-fraud-scheme-at-springfield-health-care-charity
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/225-criminal-legal/10368-north-texas-woman-guilty-in-multimillion-dollar-conspiracy-involving-the-sale-of-forged-prescriptions


Scientific will Pay More Than $8.8 Million for Failing
to Disclose Risks of its Transvaginal Mesh Devices
10. Marine Vet condemns marijuana, says he ‘toked
up’ in Kentucky & woke up in Kenya
11. Meet Captain StarEagle: Space Force Swears
In 1st Female Native American Intel Officer
12. Here's When VA Disability, Social Security, SSI
Recipients Will Get Their $1,400 Stimulus Checks
13. Nearly $20 billion for VA hospital upgrades in
Biden infrastructure plan
14. Female Veterans served America, but the VA
system doesn't serve and protect them

MESSAGE FROM YOUR CHIEF OF STAFF
We now have over 1500 members, and we want to
make it to over 2000. We need help from everyone
by sharing our posts. When you are on other
Facebook pages, recommend our pages to those
members. If you belong to the Members of Veterans
of Southeast Asia Facebook group, you can
recommend the Veterans of Okinawa Facebook
page to those you know that served in Okinawa. Do
not be afraid to ask questions of the Admins or
Section Leaders on the Facebook pages. This is
what we are here for.

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/225-criminal-legal/10369-ag-ferguson-mesh-manufacturer-boston-scientific-will-pay-more-than-8-8-million-for-failing-to-disclose-risks-of-its-transvaginal-mesh-devices
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/209-veterans/10370-marine-vet-condemns-marijuana-says-he-toked-up-in-kentucky-woke-up-in-kenya
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/212-general-news/10371-meet-captain-stareagle-space-force-swears-in-1st-female-native-american-intel-officer
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/212-general-news/10372-here-s-when-va-disability-social-security-ssi-recipients-will-get-their-1-400-stimulus-checks
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/210-veterans-affairs/10373-nearly-20-billion-for-va-hospital-upgrades-in-biden-infrastructure-plan
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/211-women-veterans/10374-female-veterans-served-america-but-the-va-system-doesn-t-serve-and-protect-them


Weekly we will be posting information about a Bill of
the Week. Please read these posts and click the
link near the bottom which will allow you to send a
pre-written email to your Member of Congress and
Senators asking them to support the bill. It only
takes a minute, and it will help to get these bills
passed.

If you have not read the rules of our Facebook
pages, or if it has been a while since you have,
please take time to read them. You will find that we
believe in these rules and will follow them. It is sad
that we must have these rules but as the old saying
goes, "Growing old is mandatory, growing up is
optional". The rules apply to everyone here and we
will enforce them. If you have any problems with a
post or member, please contact an admin. If you
have a problem with an admin, check the rules.
There is a way to appeal.

I also want to remind you of John's birthday
fundraiser for Military-Veterans Advocacy. Two
things to remember, first all funds we receive are
only used to Litigate, Legislate, and Educate on the
behalf of Veterans. Second, none of the Board
Members, Leaders, or Section Leaders receive any
pay for the work we do. We are all volunteers. Click
here for John's Fundraiser



https://www.facebook.com/donate/37864480081163
86/1849931171841826/.

Mike Yates 
MVA Chief of Staff 
Military Veterans Advocacy, Inc.

Review: For many men with prostate cancer,
surgery risks outweigh potential benefits

The researchers conducted a systematic review of
67 studies to compare the effectiveness of watchful
waiting versus radical prostatectomy, along with
several other treatments. The review is one of the
first studies to look at very long-term results.

Read More

VBA has safely resumed in-person exams
nationwide

VBA has safely resumed in-person Compensation &
Pension (C&P) exams everywhere in the country
and will schedule them as soon as possible.

Read More

https://www.facebook.com/donate/3786448008116386/1849931171841826/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDIuMzgxODE1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2Nzg0L3Jldmlldy1tYW55LW1lbi1wcm9zdGF0ZS1jYW5jZXItc3VyZ2VyeS1yaXNrcy1vdXR3ZWlnaC1wb3RlbnRpYWwtYmVuZWZpdHMvIn0.5EUtv59d1luKWM2_AnlO42DuwdjlOYSrF4UiZOMd1vc/s/360066881/br/101427813056-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDIuMzgxODE1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2ODk2L3ZiYS1zYWZlbHktcmVzdW1lZC1pbi1wZXJzb24tZXhhbXMtbmF0aW9ud2lkZS8ifQ._0ZB7kQ2HxxoVoncQ-MJH7VR7bjpEzN7f4Wr1o_hB7U/s/360066881/br/101427813056-l


Dover Air Force Base features park 'n'
pickup pharmacy

COVID-19 has brought a slew of changes to the
way military medical treatment pharmacies operate.

Read More

Paving the way for women in military
medicine: Dr. Mary Edwards Walker

Dr. Mary Edwards Walker was the first woman to be
appointed as an assistant surgeon in the U.S. Army,
she is also the only woman to date to have received
the Medal of Honor, the U.S. government's highest
and most prestigious military decoration.

Read More

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjkuMzc4Nzk1MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIxLzAzLzI2L0RvdmVyLUFpci1Gb3JjZS1CYXNlLWZlYXR1cmVzLVBhcmstTi1QaWNrdXAtcGhhcm1hY3k_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWVtYWlsIn0.tjs7tAubY_DOIhHrgaN3ZIb03f9X5ouEhiAXPO-oLoQ/s/901428249/br/100800729340-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjkuMzc4Nzk1MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIxLzAzLzI2L1BhdmluZy10aGUtd2F5LWZvci13b21lbi1pbi1taWxpdGFyeS1tZWRpY2luZS1Eci1NYXJ5LUVkd2FyZHMtV2Fsa2VyP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.t-TiKjzBKHO7xBKL5pbpNAFg-tqeNtm5S_pSP9EAlUU/s/901428249/br/100800729340-l


Women leaders say military health care
offers limitless opportunities



Formal mentoring programs exist for women in the
military, but the need for ad hoc networking,
personal communication, and informal mentoring
still appear to be the strongest threads among
female military health care professionals.

Read More

VFW Testifies on C&P Exams Backlog
On Tuesday, the House Veterans’ Affairs
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and
Memorial Affairs held a hearing to discuss VA
compensation and pension (C&P) exams. VA
paused C&P exams in April 2020 due to health
concerns during the COVID-19 pandemic and,
although exams are now taking place, there is a
considerable backlog causing delays to the entire
VA disability claims process. VFW National
Veterans Service Director Ryan Gallucci
recommended VA use all its available resources
and tools to address the backlog, consider private
medical evidence when making rating decisions,
and improve communication with Veterans and
Veterans service organizations about claims status
and scheduling for exams. Watch the hearing.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMzEuMzgwMjY0OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIxLzAzLzMwL1dvbWVuLWxlYWRlcnMtc2F5LW1pbGl0YXJ5LWhlYWx0aC1jYXJlLW9mZmVycy1saW1pdGxlc3Mtb3Bwb3J0dW5pdGllcz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZW1haWwifQ.1IUls9JBEa3vKEPCFChDPOVZfFWVq1JSEnWRaPh6RvY/s/901428249/br/101251418888-l
https://youtu.be/tDjAfWBtqy0?t=328


VA delivers COVID vaccines to homebound
and rural Texas Veterans

William Harris wanted a COVID-19 vaccine but
hadn't left his home in years due to a severe case
of COPD. So, VA came to him and others in rural
Texas.

Read More

VA steps up for community fight against
COVID-19

More than 100 VA employees support community
vaccination efforts in several states and territories.
They volunteer to give vaccines to local
communities as part of VA's 4th mission.

Read More

Veterans' caregivers supported by social
workers

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDIuMzgxODE1NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2ODg4L3ZhLWRlbGl2ZXJzLWNvdmlkLXZhY2NpbmVzLWhvbWVib3VuZC1ydXJhbC10ZXhhcy12ZXRlcmFucy8ifQ.h55s96ieFyWsWPMMo0uKehJCYfP3m20_52yOuFx2PUA/s/360066881/br/101427813056-l
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The Caregiver Support Program celebrates VA's
social workers who are essential to program's
success. "They allow us to provide resources in a
manner that caters to the real caregiver
experience."

Read More

The Veterans-For-Change website has been
around since 2009. The looks pretty much stay the
same for now, but in the background our new
webmaster has been working on a whole new look
and feel, a facelift so-to-speak. And we’re sincerely
hoping to roll out the new website sometime this
coming June.

Constant improvement and change are being done
to make our website the most user friendly “One-
Stop-Shop” website to find almost everything you
might have tried to find searching the internet.

Almost a hundred people have been involved;
collecting web links to documents now houses on

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDEuMzgxMjY0NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2Njc2L3ZldGVyYW5zLWNhcmVnaXZlcnMtc3VwcG9ydGVkLXNvY2lhbC13b3JrZXJzLyJ9.vlGFYEPkk7RSmcmTws51lE_MDuHtHHHMunRtGLCNW2A/s/360066881/br/101366516403-l


the VFC website, collecting thousands of web links
for various issues, illnesses and benefits. Creating
forums for all eras of service and two forums one
just for men and one just for woman where you can
go question, comment, share medical and personal
concerns, whatever you’d like it to be.

We also have a forum with for Mental Health and
are currently seeking a new Licensed Mental Health
Worker, where you can seek help or just ask
questions.

We average 2,575 hits per day, and downloads
average 3,860 per day with a total 7,231,952
visitors as of Saturday afternoon.

If you subscribe you will have full access to the
entire website and best of all it’s FREE of
CHARGE! You just need a valid E-mail address so
the system can send us a notification to approve
your account. Once received, and we approve, the
system will send you an E-Mail letting you know
your account has been approved. Be sure to check
your junk and spam folders just in case you don’t
receive it in your In-Box.

www.Veterans-for-change.org

http://www.veterans-for-change.org


• Documents Library with over 19,535 documents in
237+ Libraries, added 235 new documents on-line
(Updated: 03/18/21) 
• FAQ's on-line with 1,843 FAQs on 104 topics!
(Updated 05/30/20 - 46 NEW) 
• Multiple Forums 
o Afghanistan Veterans 
o FMP - Foreign Medial Program 
o Gulf War & Desert Storm Veterans 
o Iraq Veterans 
o Korean Veterans 
o Men Veterans Forum 
o Mental Health for Veterans (Counselor Needed) 
o Political Issues 
o Suggestion Box 
o The Mess Hall 
o VA Hospitals and Medical Centers 
o Veteran Affairs 
o Vietnam Veterans 
o Welcome Mat 
o Women Veterans Forum 
o WW II Veterans 
• Job Postings 
• Memorial Pages (Updated: 04/23/20) (3 Added) 
• News (Articles On-Line: 10,375) 
• Polls 
• Web Links, more than 8,016, Added 74 New Links



(Updated: 03/02/21)

If you have a submission for the memorial pages, E-
Mail: Jim.Davis@Veterans-for-change.org

Protect Yourself from COVID-19 Cyber
Scams

Many people are anxiously anticipating their turn to
receive their COVID‑19 vaccine. Cybercriminals
know this. That’s why the latest cyber-crimes
involve scams to trick people into signing up for
fraudulent vaccine appointments or giving away
their personal information.

Scammers are using telemarketing calls, text
messages, emails, social media platforms, and
door-to-door visits to perpetrate these and other
COVID‑19‑related scams. Make sure you’re
informed on the ways you can best protect your
personal information.

Follow these 4 tips to stay cyber safe:

1. Do not respond to, or open hyperlinks in text
messages or emails about COVID‑19 from
unknown individuals or sources. Be extra cautious,

mailto:Jim.Davis@Veterans-for-change.org


especially with messages purporting to be from
clinics trying to schedule an appointment — these
can be fraudulent attempts to get you to download
malware or click on malicious content.
2. Do not give your personal or financial information
to anyone who claims to be offering Department of
Health and Human Services grants or says they are
a contact tracer. Legitimate government workers
will never ask for your Medicare number or financial
information, or attempt to set up a COVID‑19 test
for you and collect payment information for the test.
3. Ignore offers or advertisements for COVID‑19
testing or treatments on social media sites. If you
make an appointment for a COVID‑19 test online,
make sure the location is an official testing site.
4. Avoid posting your vaccination record card on
social media. This personal information can be used
to craft convincing, individually‑tailored phishing
campaigns to trick you into clicking on dangerous
links.

If you suspect COVID-19 health care fraud, report it
immediately call 800‑HHS‑TIPS (800‑447‑8477).

LEGISLATIVE NEWS
We are now at a point where we will be very busy



over the next year. It took 10 years with constant
work to get the Blue Water Navy Bill passed. Let's
not see a repeat of our efforts for the Toxic
Exposure bills. MVA Secretary Mike Kvintus and I
will be working together by guiding you all to make
these bills cross the finish line. Robin Barr, John
Wells, and I are working on a list of bills that we
support. We are sending support letters to the
sponsor of each bill, as well as to every
Congressman and Senator that we are meeting
with virtually. There are 61 new Congressmen. We
have already met with about 2/3 of them.

Bills that were introduced under the previous
session are now being reintroduced. Some of those
bills are:

• S 657 Senator Boozman's Thailand Bill 
• S 454 Senator Blumenthal's K2 Bill 
• HR 1355 the House companion bill for S 454 
• S 952 Senator Gillibrand's Warfighter's Bill 
• S 927 Senator Tillis' TEAMS Act 
• HR 2127 the House companion bill to the TEAMS
Act

I will update you all in the next newsletter. We need
each and every one of you to utilize our Bill of the
Week program and contact your Members of



Congress and Senators to help get these bills
passed.

Susie Belanger 
Legislative Director 
Military Veterans Advocacy, Inc.

Lawrence "Yogi" Berra: All-Time Great
On this 2021 MLB Opening Day, we remember
WWII Navy Veteran and New York Yankees legend
and MLB Hall of Famer, Lawrence "Yogi" Berra.

Read More

VA believes in survivors of military sexual
trauma

This Sexual Assault Awareness Month, VA speaks
directly to MST survivors about their past trauma
and their future recovery with the inspiring
message: "We believe you — and we believe in
you."

Read More
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Military children qualify for a variety of VA
benefits

Every April, the nation celebrates the Month of the
Military Child – a time that honors all military
children for their dedication and sacrifices. At VA,
we honor military children year-round by providing
them earned benefits. Dependents and surviving
children of Veterans and service members may
qualify for certain benefits, such as life insurance,
education services and health care.

Read More

Jim, below are links to all currently active pre-
written E-Mails to many pieces of legislation. We
ask that you go to each one, and send the pre-
written E-Mails, and to also call your Reps or
Senators and ask for their support on a weekly
basis!
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Jim you don't need to be Active Duty or a Veteran,
in fact we ask all Veteran friends to also help!
(Updated 04/03/21)

1. HR 1014 - Furnish Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy
(HBOT) to a Veteran who has a Traumatic Brain
Injury (TBI) or Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTS)
2. HR 109 will establish an advisory committee on
the implementation by the DVA of an electronic
health record
3. Concurrent Receipt Legislation Introduced
4. Expand Concurrent Receipt
5. FRA and Others asks SecDef Not to Raise
TRICARE Fees
6. H.R. 333, Disabled Veterans Tax Termination Act
7. H.R. 344, Support the Women Veterans TRUST
Act
8. H.R. 914, the Dental Care for Veterans Act
9. Military Retiree Survivor Comfort Act
10. Oppose TRICARE fee Increases
11. S. 134/H.R. 637, the Veterans Economic
Recovery Act of 2021
12. S. 437, Take Action for Veterans Exposed to
Burn Pits
13. S. 89, Ensuring Survivors Benefits during
COVID-19 Act of 2021

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10307-ask-your-member-of-congress-and-senators-to-co-sponsor-hr-1014
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10306-ask-your-member-of-congress-and-senators-to-co-sponsor-hr-109
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10256-concurrent-receipt-legislation-introduced
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10290-expand-concurrent-receipt
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10255-fra-and-others-asks-secdef-not-to-raise-tricare-fees
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10258-h-r-333-disabled-veterans-tax-termination-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10292-h-r-344-support-the-women-veterans-trust-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10298-h-r-914-the-dental-care-for-veterans-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10257-military-retiree-survivor-comfort-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10169-oppose-tricare-fee-increases
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10199-s-134-h-r-637-the-veterans-economic-recovery-act-of-2021
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10285-s-437-take-action-for-veterans-exposed-to-burn-pits
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10271-s-89-ensuring-survivors-benefits-during-covid-19-act-of-2021


14. STOP TRICARE Fee Increases
15. Support Bills to Expand Coverage for ChampVA
and TRICARE Young Adults
16. Veterans Economic Recovery Act Introduced
17. Support Bipartisan Bill to Expanding COVID-19
Vaccine Access for Veterans and Families
18. H.R. 855, the Veterans Expedited TSA
Screening (VETS) Safe Travel Act
19. HR 1355 and S 454. These companion bills will
provide health care and benefits to Veterans who
were exposed to toxic substances while serving as
members of the Armed Forces at Karshi Khanabad
Air Base, Uzbekistan.
20. Support Repeal of TRICARE Select Enrollment
Fee
21. HR 1585 & S 565- Provide for the treatment of
Vets who participated in the cleanup of Enewetak
Atoll as Radiation Exposed

Land a job at VA with these federal resume
tips

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10291-stop-tricare-fee-increases
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10289-support-bills-to-expand-coverage-for-champva-and-tricare-young-adults
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10190-veterans-economic-recovery-act-introduced
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10308-support-bipartisan-bill-to-expanding-covid-19-vaccine-access-for-veterans-and-families
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10309-h-r-855-the-veterans-expedited-tsa-screening-vets-safe-travel-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10322-hr-1355-and-s-454-these-companion-bills-will-provide-health-care-and-benefits-to-veterans-who-were-exposed-to-toxic-substances-while-serving-as-members-of-the-armed-forces-at-karshi-khanabad-air-base-uzbekistan
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10328-support-repeal-of-tricare-select-enrollment-fee
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10341-hr-1585-s-565-provide-for-the-treatment-of-vets-who-participated-in-the-cleanup-of-enewetak-atoll-as-radiation-exposed


Preparing one resume to apply for private sector
and federal jobs is a common mistake. Learn how
to tailor your resume to help you get hired at VA.

Read More

Every Veteran, spouse and caregiver in
America eligible for COVID-19 vaccine

The SAVE LIVES Act gives VA the job of delivering
vaccine to all Veterans in America, whether they're
enrolled in VA health care or not, as well as their
spouses and their caregivers.

Read More

Veteran battled homelessness, now has a
career helping others

After years of health issues, addiction, and
homelessness, Navy Veteran Dawn Densel is
healthy, has stable housing, and works for the
federal government, thanks to VA and its many
programs for Veterans experiencing homelessness.

Read More
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Veteran women get a little love and a
mammogram

VA Connecticut decided to combine a VA Love-
Your-Self Campaign with local providers Hartford
Healthcare and Yale New Haven Health having
their mobile mammography buses visit our facilities.

Read More

How can Disaster Unemployment
Assistance help you?

With Hurricane season fast approaching, it is
important to know what resources are available if a
disaster were to strike. If major damage is sustained
in a state, the President may declare it a major
disaster zone, which allows states to access special
funding from the federal government.

Read More
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HVAC Subcommittee Hearing on Improving
Female Veterans' Health



The House Veterans' Affairs Subcommittee on
Health and Women Veterans Task Force conducted
a joint hearing to look beyond the "Deborah
Sampson Act" and continue to improve women
Veterans' health care. The FRA is thankful that
Congress passed, and former President Trump
signed into law the "Johnny Isakson and David P.
Roe, M.D. Veterans Health Care and Benefits
Improvement Act" (H.R.7105) last year. It includes
major provisions of the FRA-supported Deborah
Sampson Act. The intent of the Act is to assist
female Veterans by including the creation of the VA
Office of Women's Health, which provides $20
million to retrofit VA hospitals with women's health
spaces and makes permanent a program to provide
child care at VA facilities, as well as other
measures.

During the hearing, Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) staff responded to questions concerning VA's
policies and procedures regarding implementation
of the act. The FRA welcomes the oversight hearing
and wants to increase access to gender-specific
medical and mental health care to meet unique
needs of women service members and women
Veterans.



AT-RISK VETERANS: WHO, WHAT, AND
WHY

Hello Veterans and MVA members. My name is
Brian O'Callaghan, and I am MVA's Director of At-
Risk Veterans services. I am a Marine Corps
combat Veteran and former Capitol Hill staffer. I
also contend with multiple service-connected
disabilities, including PTS and TBI, which through a
long, circuitous route, brought me to MVA and my
current role.

Our At-Risk Vets program is designed to advocate
for issues that most affect Veterans facing
homelessness, justice system involvement, and
mental health issues. Our goal is to ensure that the
VA and other government bodies fulfill our collective
promise to provide the best, and swiftest possible
care and intervention for Veterans facing these
massive challenges.

Allow me to provide a brief introduction to our
efforts.

Over the last year, we have worked to keep
Congress focused on the plight of Veterans who are
homeless or may become homeless as a result of



the COVID-19 pandemic. And despite the obvious
limitations placed on travel and in-person meetings,
we have had some success. The following links
show a couple of our media efforts:

https://thehill.com/opinion/civil-rights/491567-covid-
19-and-homeless-Veterans-a-looming-crisis

https://dailycaller.com/2021/03/18/california-
accounts-half-homeless-Veterans-living-streets/

On the mental healthcare front, we submitted a rule
making request to the Secretary of the VA back in
January. Our goal was to require VA doctors to
better inform Veterans about the dangers of several
psychotropic medications, their alternative
treatments, and then require signatory informed
consent from the Veteran before starting medication
regimens that increase the likelihood of suicide,
criminal behavior, or substance abuse. Our intent is
to mirror the successful program the VA has
implemented for opioids, but alas, the VA denied
our request. However, the fight is far from over. We
plan to submit an updated request and if that one is
denied, we plan to move this effort to litigation.

I hope this brief introduction helps you understand
the work we are doing to advocate on behalf of

https://thehill.com/opinion/civil-rights/491567-covid-19-and-homeless-Veterans-a-looming-crisis
https://dailycaller.com/2021/03/18/california-accounts-half-homeless-Veterans-living-streets/


some of the most vulnerable Veterans. I promise to
provide more in-depth articles in the future. Thank
you for your service and thank you for your support
of our MVA mission.

Semper Fi, 
Brian O'Callaghan 
Director, At-Risk Veterans 
Military Veterans Advocacy, Inc.

VICTORS: Caring for Veterans with
significant visual impairment

The VICTORS outpatient program represents a
unique team approach to vision rehabilitation using
the disciplines of optometry, ophthalmology, social
work, psychology and low vision therapists.

Read More

Lovell FHCC staff steps up to create
formidable COVID-19 team

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMzAuMzc5ODM3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2NDc0L3ZpY3RvcnMtY2FyaW5nLXZldGVyYW5zLXNpZ25pZmljYW50LXZpc3VhbC1pbXBhaXJtZW50LyJ9.rjiJB9j2D9A-GaVXqX6o9fuVF0bFX-YxyP9uLVYVq-M/s/360066881/br/101213136763-l


The COVID-19 vaccination effort at the Capt.
James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center has
brought out the best in staff, many who volunteered
to create a formidable team dedicated to one thing -
getting shots in the arms of every staff member and
as many of the FHCC's Veteran, military, and
military dependent patients as possible.

Read More

DOD health care leaders give COVID-19
update, praise DHA personnel

Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health
Affairs Dr. Terry Adirim and Defense Health Agency
Director Army Lt. Gen. (Dr.) Ronald Place praised
the job done by members of the military medical
community in fighting COVID-19 during a recent
briefing at the Pentagon.

Read More
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Follow us on MEWE! The support staff at MEWE is
responsive, open to suggestions and works very
hard to protect your personal information.

We hope you will join us on this new site.

VETERANS-FOR-CHANGE

HOMELESS HEROES PROGRAM OF
VETERANS-FOR-CHANGE

AMVETS GROUP

VETERANS SOCIAL GROUP

{USAVET} SUPPORTING GOD & ALL WHO
SERVED OUR GREAT NATION

AMERICANS FOR SOVEREIGNTY

VFW Testifies Before Senate

http://www.mewe.com
http://www.mewe.com
http://www.mewe.com/join/Veterans-for-change
http://www.mewe.com/join/homelessheroesprogramofVeterans-for-change
http://www.mewe.com/join/amVetsgroup
http://www.mewe.com/join/Veteranssocialgroup
http://www.mewe.com/join/usaVetsupportinggodallwhoserveandserve
http://www.mewe.com/join/americansforsovereignty


VFW National Legislative Service Associate
Director Tammy Barlet testified before the Senate
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs regarding Veterans’
mental health during the COVID-19 pandemic and
implementation of the VFW-supported Hannon Act.
Barlet spoke about VFW ATLAS locations and the
VFW’s work with VA and Philips to leverage VA’s
anywhere to anywhere authority to expand
telehealth options for Veterans who live in rural
areas, or who may lack access to the internet,
necessary equipment, and knowledge to facilitate
VA Video Connect. “Making eye contact and seeing
facial and body cues is essential to successful
appointments,” Barlet said on the importance of the
VA Video Connect appointments. Watch the
hearing. Read the testimony.

COVID-19 Vaccine: You Asked, We
Answered – Part II

Your COVID-19 questions answered. VA is listening
to your questions about the COVID-19 vaccine and
hosting a blog series on questions from Veterans.
Tell us what you think.

Read More

https://connectedcare.va.gov/partners/atlas
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/hearings/coping-during-covid-veterans-mental-health-and-implementation-of-the-hannon-act
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/VFW Tammy Barlet Testimony 03.24.21.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMzAuMzc5ODM3MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2MjUyL2NvdmlkLTE5LXZhY2NpbmUtYXNrZWQtYW5zd2VyZWQtcGFydC1paS8ifQ.PX_5zLXiSgYvDwLXxJB-nfC9Z41PHFuRxY-Yh4tQ15A/s/360066881/br/101213136763-l


VA Co-Payment Debts During COVID-19 to
be Canceled, Refunded

VA co-payments received between April 6, 2020,
and September 30, 2021, will be waived,
refunded, or forgiven under the American
Recovery Plan.

The VA is canceling and refunding copayments for
the following benefits:

All medical care received through VA between April
6, 2020, and September 30, 2021 
All prescription medications received through VA
between April 6, 2020, and September 30, 2021

We hope this will help Veterans and their families
during this challenging time.

If you’re a Veteran who receives care through VA,
here’s what this means for you:

If you received a statement with copayments for
services or medications received on April 6, 2020,
or later, we’ll remove these copayments from your
account. You won’t have to pay these copayments.



If you already paid any copayments for services or
medications received on April 6, 2020, or later, we’ll
send you a refund.

If you have unpaid copayments for services or
medications received before April 6, 2020, we won’t
require or expect you to make payments on your
account until October 1, 2021. We won’t add any
interest or fees to your accounts. And we won’t take
any collection actions on these specific
copayments. If you’d like to voluntarily make
payments during this time, you can. But we won’t
require or expect payments until October 1, 2021.
Find out how to pay your VA copay bill

We don’t need anything from you at this time to
process your refund. Please check back often for
updates on when to expect refunds to start. We ask
for your patience as we adjust statements and
process refunds.

Source: Michael Isam

More than 50,000 Veterans have switched
benefit payments to direct deposit

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.va.gov_health-2Dcare_pay-2Dcopay-2Dbill&d=DwMF-g&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=LkVPZHm2zSOITPlKHXWACHgXrBJsKv8YdGCDjgEjoFk&m=WdTgvwS8A1nvxg2owKQup_Ux-xx74ZgVvj-n9m9BBZ4&s=e3Hs49rkpmJ3oxEZG0iDkqwp96K07S8TERfmi_Gu134&e=


VA recently announced that more than 50,000
Veterans have switched to receiving their benefit
payments through direct deposit.

Read More

An Updated Guide to Benefits.gov
Resources

Benefits.gov was launched by the U.S. Department
of Labor in April 2002, creating the U.S.
government's official benefits website. Our mission
is to increase citizen access to benefit information
while reducing the difficulty of interacting with the
government.

Read More
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDIuMzgxNzczNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5iZW5lZml0cy5nb3YvbmV3cy9hcnRpY2xlLzQxMT91dG1fc291cmNlPWVuZXdzbGV0dGVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUVkaXRvcnMlMjBQaWNrcyUyMFNlbGVjdGlvbiUyMElzc3VlIn0.O-sP-hrHTe3MA1lPRUa7IzLiaNhx9GsAV7B9Ok64HHo/s/1419097126/br/101421908428-l


1. Biomedical Research: Information on Federal
Contributions to Remdesivir
2. COVID-19: Sustained Federal Action Is Crucial
as Pandemic Enters Its Second Year

Press Conference on Comprehensive Toxic
Exposure Bill
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On Tuesday, VFW National Legislative Service
Associate Director Kristina Keenan participated in a
press conference held by Sens. Thom Tillis (R-NC)
and Maggie Hassan (D-NH) to introduce S. 927, the
Toxic Exposure in the American Military (TEAM)
Act. This legislation aligns directly with the VFW's
priority to establish a permanent framework to
address past, present, and future toxic exposures in
the military at locations both domestic and abroad.
Unlike other bills which address toxic exposures in
a piecemeal fashion, the VFW believes the TEAM
Act will not only take care of a significant number of
Veterans but would provide VA the guidance
necessary to address all toxic exposures in the
military. The VFW also supports the companion bill,
H.R. 2127, introduced by House Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs Ranking Member Mike Bost (R-IL).
The VFW looks forward to working with Sens. Tillis
and Hassan, and Ranking Member Bost on this
comprehensive legislation to provide America's
Veterans with the care and benefits they need.

BLUE WATER NAVY ASSOCIATION
As you know, we have an ongoing project called the
Deck Log Project. Ed Ball started it and I took over
after he retired. This is a very slow, detailed project



because we want to get it right. I am going to give
you an example of what happens:

I have been working on the Deck Logs for the USS
Mattaponi AO-41 for the dates it shows, it earned
the Vietnam Service Medal. I was able to find the
Deck Logs from 1963 until 1970 with the exception
of 1966 and 1968. During the years I was able to
find, I found that the USS Mattaponi had around 85
days it was within the Territorial Seas. In the Deck
Logs, I found over 265 entries for other ships that
were with it. I was able to add over 350 entries to
the Master Deck Log list.

I want to remind everyone of the rules we have.
Please review them in the file section. Being the
largest and oldest section brings a lot of
responsibility. We need to set the example for the
other sections. For the work we have been doing
the last few years, we have set the bar very high.
We are the default experts on how we run the
Facebook pages and we are known for it. For those
of you that have not been on the Blue Water Navy
Facebook page, we know that Congress does
monitor our page(s).

Mike Yates 
Director, Blue Water Navy



Military Veterans Advocacy, Inc.

Improving Reproductive Health for Women
with PTSD

PTSD affects many areas of a woman's life,
including relationships, work, sleep and even
reproductive health. Dr. Nillni's research aims to
understand the ways that trauma and PTSD impact
women in their childbearing years, and especially
during and right after pregnancy. Her research
helps women get better care for PTSD during
pregnancy, which benefits their families too.

Read More

Disabled Veterans, active duty can get
adaptive equipment for automobiles

Veterans and active duty with a service-connected
disability that prevents them from driving an
automobile may qualify for a VA program to
purchase a specially modified motor vehicle.

Read More
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Enrolling and Disenrolling from TRICARE
Do you know how to enroll or disenroll from
TRICARE? With a premium-based plan like
TRICARE Young Adult, you can do so at any time.
But with TRICARE Prime and TRICARE Select
plans, the rules for enrolling and disenrolling are
different.

To learn more, read the article.

Florida Vet Centers honor Vietnam Era
Veterans

Florida Veterans rode their motorcycles to honor
Vietnam War Veterans. Staff from the area Vet
Centers were on hand to recognize the Vets and
answer questions about readjustment counseling
services.

Read More

VA, DoD secretaries honor Vietnam War
Veterans
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Secretary of Veterans Affairs Denis McDonough
and Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III
honored Vietnam War Veterans during a ceremony
at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington,
D.C., March 29, 2021.

Read More

Live Whole Health #65: Checking in with
your body

We often forget about our bodies until something
starts to hurt or stops working. Have you thought
about the miraculous way that your body functions?

Read More

Vietnam Veteran leads the way for
tomorrow's medicine
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VA's Million Veteran Program is one of the largest
genetics research programs, supporting
groundbreaking research in precision medicine.
Vietnam Veteran Milton Verdoot shares his story for
enrolling.

Read More

DHA Improves TRICARE Comprehensive
Autism Care Demonstration Program

Do you have a family member with a diagnosis of
autism spectrum disorder? If so, they'll soon have
expanded access to health and support services.
The Defense Health Agency has authorized policy
changes to the TRICARE Comprehensive Autism
Care Demonstration (ACD) program. These
changes will expand the ACD into a more
comprehensive program to fit your family's needs.

To learn more, read the article.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjkuMzc5MTMxMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2NTM3L3ZpZXRuYW0tdmV0ZXJhbi1sZWFkcy13YXktdG9tb3Jyb3dzLW1lZGljaW5lLyJ9.CX_eLss1M92yZc2u993nJ2b8OHfGHyMsah7xW9J7Cts/s/360066881/br/101029552157-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMzAuMzc5NjY3NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL25ld3Nyb29tLnRyaWNhcmUubWlsL0FydGljbGVzL0FydGljbGUvMjU1NDk5NS9kaGEtaW1wcm92ZXMtdHJpY2FyZS1jb21wcmVoZW5zaXZlLWF1dGlzbS1jYXJlLWRlbW9uc3RyYXRpb24tcHJvZ3JhbSJ9.wv39601Cd7L0dhb9OttmK9_2oc8UmtJtUm2y2ticOrg/s/742285012/br/101198673697-l


CLICK HERE TO FOLLOW US ON TWITTER !

Intrepid Spirit Centers promote healing from
traumatic brain injury

For service members or Veterans with traumatic
brain injury and associated health conditions, life
can seem like a living hell.

Read More

Visual dysfunctions common in even mild
TBI patients

https://twitter.com/Veterans4Change
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMzEuMzgwMzQ3MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIxLzAzLzMwL0ludHJlcGlkLVNwaXJpdC1DZW50ZXJzLXByb21vdGUtaGVhbGluZy1mcm9tLXRyYXVtYXRpYy1icmFpbi1pbmp1cnk_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWVtYWlsIn0.S6URHtUzuDTHOjnRBF4d29IbruQZw36esxCOwqfJZ-Q/s/901428249/br/101262577727-l


In 2008, the National Defense Authorization Act
authorized the Secretary of Defense to "establish a
center of excellence to address the full scope of
vision care including prevention, diagnosis,
mitigation, treatment, research and rehabilitation of
military eye injuries and diseases..."

Read More

Senate Introduces Bill to Extend and
Improve Care and Benefits for Gulf War

Illness
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On Thursday, Sen. Robert Menendez (D-NJ)
introduced a bill that addresses the VFW’s concerns
surrounding care and benefits for Persian Gulf War
Veterans outlined in the Independent Budget.
Although U.S. military operations in the Persian Gulf
are currently ongoing, the authorization to provide
benefits will expire on December 31, 2021. The
Improving Benefits for Gulf War Veterans Act would
permanently extend VA’s authority to grant benefits
for Gulf War Illness and would broaden the
definition of Persian Gulf Veteran to include those
who served in Afghanistan, Israel, Egypt, Turkey,
Syria, and Jordan. Additionally, since Gulf War
Illness is difficult to identify, the bill would create a
single Gulf War Disability Benefits Questionnaire
(DBQ) for the associated symptoms and would
provide training to VA medical examiners for Gulf
War disability claims. The VFW looks forward to
working with Sen. Menendez to pass this significant
legislation. Learn more.

THAILAND
U.S. Senator John Boozman's Statement for

Thailand Veterans Legislation

WASHINGTON - U.S. Senator John Boozman (R-

https://www.menendez.senate.gov/newsroom/press/menendez-introduces-bill-to-expand-improve-access-to-benefits-for-gulf-war-veterans


AR) called on the Senate to advance his bipartisan
legislation, S 657, to ensure Veterans who served
in Thailand during the Vietnam War-era get the
benefits they have earned and to help address
health care needs that resulted due to Agent
Orange exposure.

"Americans who served our country, and to this day
are paying a high price as a result, have been
carelessly hindered by the current limitations on the
presumption of toxic exposure to Agent Orange, but
they aren't forgotten. We have an obligation to
ensure they get the benefits they are due, and I am
committed to supporting their cause", Boozman
said on the Senate floor.

Boozman recognized the efforts of Mena, Arkansas
Veteran Bill Rhodes, who developed illnesses
linked to herbicide exposure. Rhodes served in the
U.S. Marine Corps and was stationed in Thailand in
1973. His benefits claim was denied by the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

"He did his homework. He spent time looking for
documentation to support his claim and realized this
is a problem that needs a legislative fix because the
Department's policy limits benefits for Vietnam War-
era Thailand service", Boozman said. "I appreciate



the determination and tireless effort of Mr. Rhodes.
He's said this legislation gives him some hope, but
he won't be proud of his work until the bill is
passed".

All Veterans who served in Thailand should support
Military Veterans Advocacy in their efforts to get this
legislation passed into law as they are working on
multiple fronts to get it done.

Bill Rhodes 
Director, Veterans of Southeast Asia 
Military Veterans Advocacy, Inc.

Face of InnoVAtion: Ronald Major
Face of InnoVAtion is a regular series from the VHA
Innovation Ecosystem (VHA IE) focusing on VA
employees who are working to change and save
Veteran lives.

Read More

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjkuMzc5MTMxMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2NTMxL2ZhY2Utb2YtaW5ub3ZhdGlvbi1yb25hbGQtbWFqb3IvIn0.0-avHds3XdKp6hswAT4RFGp5ty0_PvNibUIm6tEY5hQ/s/360066881/br/101029552157-l


Borne the Battle #235: VA Secretary Denis
McDonough

On Feb. 8, 2021, Denis McDonough was confirmed
by the Senate to be the United States' 11th
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. On Borne the Battle
he discusses the priorities behind his "First 100 Day
Plan" for VA.

Read More

VBA salutes Vietnam War Veterans

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjkuMzc5MTMxMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2NjAwL2Jvcm5lLWJhdHRsZS0yMzUtdmEtc2VjcmV0YXJ5LWRlbmlzLW1jZG9ub3VnaC8ifQ.tM7gz9CbXokYNDaiKIWJ-5D7EDgJP33rSUC9aPPgOTM/s/360066881/br/101029552157-l


During his inaugural address in 1961, President
John F. Kennedy affirmed that the United States
stood ready to pay any price and to bear any
burden to preserve freedom and liberty. Vietnam
War Veterans surely shouldered that burden. More
than 58,000 of them paid the ultimate price and
another 153,000 were wounded over the course of
the conflict. Today, on National Vietnam War
Veterans Day, VBA joins the rest of the nation in
honoring the service and sacrifice of all Veterans
who served in the Armed Forces from 1955 to 1975.
On March 29, 1973, the last U.S. combat troops ...

Read More

Telemedicine advances put to the test
during pandemic

In the wake of the COVID-19 crisis, the
Telemedicine and Advanced Technology Research
Center continues to develop technology that
increases medical capabilities and provides rapid,
flexible critical care expertise at the point of need.

Read More

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjkuMzc5MTMxMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2NjQ3L3ZiYS1zYWx1dGVzLXZpZXRuYW0td2FyLXZldGVyYW5zLyJ9.YZaZZ7o24R-LD52iG_oHBuOR3oRL13F_UshzWl4iLOs/s/360066881/br/101029552157-l
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDIuMzgxNjQxMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIxLzA0LzAxL1RlbGVtZWRpY2luZS1hZHZhbmNlcy1wdXQtdG8tdGhlLXRlc3QtZHVyaW5nLXBhbmRlbWljP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.7ZbgguOn3kO0SMGSH72B7IRCVYvtaOfVOjm-iReroBg/s/901428249/br/101408979136-l


DHA centers of excellence collaborate to
improve TBI care

When a rocket-propelled grenade struck her
helicopter in Afghanistan in 2011, Army Staff Sgt.
Beth King sustained a traumatic brain injury and
was later diagnosed with post-traumatic stress
disorder.

Read More

After a Veteran passed, VA nurses found a
home for his puppy

Two VA nurses stayed by a critically ill Veteran and
comforted him. They listened to his stories about
his love for his new puppy. After he passed, they
found the puppy and secured him a new home.

Read More
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1. Accelerating Medical Device Innovation with
Regulatory Science Tools
2. Acellular Dermal Matrix (ADM) Products Used in
Implant-Based Breast Reconstruction Differ in
Complication Rates: FDA Safety Communication
3. Antoto-K Issues Voluntary Nationwide Recall of
Thumbs Up 7 Red 70K Due to the Presence of
Undeclared Sildenafil and Tadalafil
4. Bit & Bet LLC Issues Voluntary Nationwide Recall
of Thumbs Up 7 Blue 69K Due to Presence of
Undeclared Sildenafil and Tadalafil
5. Contact FDA
6. Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Continues
to Advance Over-the Counter and Other Screening
Test Development
7. Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Makes
Two Revisions to Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine
Emergency Use Authorization to Help Increase the
Number of Vaccine Doses Available
8. Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-voices/accelerating-medical-device-innovation-regulatory-science-tools?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/safety-communications/acellular-dermal-matrix-adm-products-used-implant-based-breast-reconstruction-differ-complication?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/antoto-k-issues-voluntary-nationwide-recall-thumbs-7-red-70k-due-presence-undeclared-sildenafil-and?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/bit-bet-llc-issues-voluntary-nationwide-recall-thumbs-7-blue-69k-due-presence-undeclared-sildenafil?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/about-fda/contact-fda
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-continues-advance-over-counter-and-other-screening-test-development?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-makes-two-revisions-moderna-covid-19-vaccine-emergency-use?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


(04/01/21)
9. Development Considerations of Antimicrobial
Drugs for the Treatment of Gonorrhea
10. FDA Allows for First Point-of-Care Chlamydia
and Gonorrhea Test to be Used in More Near-
Patient Care Settings
11. FDA approves add-on therapy for patients with
genetic form of severely high cholesterol
12. FDA Approves First Cell-Based Gene Therapy
for Adult Patients with Multiple Myeloma
13. FDA Approves First in the World Device to Treat
Patients with Congenital Heart Disease
14. FDA Approves New indication for Drug to Treat
Neurogenic Detrusor Overactivity in Pediatric
Patients
15. FDA Authorizes Marketing of Device to Improve
Gait in Multiple Sclerosis Patients
16. FDA Drug Shortages
17. FDA is Investigating Reports of Infections
Associated with Reprocessed Urological
Endoscopes
18. Harris Teeter Announces Voluntary Recall of
Fresh Foods Market Cookies & Crème Cakes Due
to Undeclared Hazelnut
19. Infections Associated with Reprocessed
Urological Endoscopes - Letter to Health Care
Providers

https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-emerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/news-events-human-drugs/development-considerations-antimicrobial-drugs-treatment-gonorrhea-04232021-04232021?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-allows-first-point-care-chlamydia-and-gonorrhea-test-be-used-more-near-patient-care-settings?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-approves-add-therapy-patients-genetic-form-severely-high-cholesterol-0?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-cell-based-gene-therapy-adult-patients-multiple-myeloma?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-world-device-treat-patients-congenital-heart-disease?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-new-indication-drug-treat-neurogenic-detrusor-overactivity-pediatric-patients?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-authorizes-marketing-device-improve-gait-multiple-sclerosis-patients?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/drugshortages/default.cfm?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-investigating-reports-infections-associated-reprocessed-urological-endoscopes?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/harris-teeter-announces-voluntary-recall-fresh-foods-market-cookies-creme-cakes-due-undeclared?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/letters-health-care-providers/infections-associated-reprocessed-urological-endoscopes-letter-health-care-providers?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


20. Investigation of Acute Non-viral Hepatitis
Illnesses – “Real Water” Brand Alkaline Water
(March 2021)
21. Lamictal (lamotrigine): Drug Safety
Communication - Studies Show Increased Risk of
Heart Rhythm Problems in Patients with Heart
Disease
22. Mammography Problems at Tennessee
Women’s Care P.C. in Nashville, TN: FDA Safety
Communication
23. Midwestern Pet Foods Voluntarily Recall Due to
Possible Salmonella Health Risk
24. Namoo Enterprise LLC Issues Voluntary
Nationwide Recall of PremierZen Black 5000 Due
to the Presence of Undeclared Sildenafil and
Tadalafil
25. Nuri Trading LLC Issues Voluntary Nationwide
Recall of Shogun-X 7000, Thumbs Up 7 (Black)
25K, Thumbs Up 7 (White) 11K, 69MODE Blue 69,
Due to the Presence of Undeclared Tadalafil,
Sildenafil, and/ or Vardenafil
26. S&B Shopper LLC Issues Voluntary Nationwide
Recall of Imperial Extreme 2000mg Due to
Presence of Undeclared Sildenafil and Tadalafil
27. SARS-CoV-2 Viral Mutations: Impact on
COVID-19 Tests
28. Studies show increased risk of heart rhythm

https://www.fda.gov/food/outbreaks-foodborne-illness/investigation-acute-non-viral-hepatitis-illnesses-real-water-brand-alkaline-water-march-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/medical-product-safety-information/lamictal-lamotrigine-drug-safety-communication-studies-show-increased-risk-heart-rhythm-problems?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/safety-communications/mammography-problems-tennessee-womens-care-pc-nashville-tn-fda-safety-communication?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/midwestern-pet-foods-voluntarily-recall-due-possible-salmonella-health-risk?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/namoo-enterprise-llc-issues-voluntary-nationwide-recall-premierzen-black-5000-due-presence?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/nuri-trading-llc-issues-voluntary-nationwide-recall-shogun-x-7000-thumbs-7-black-25k-thumbs-7-white?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/sb-shopper-llc-issues-voluntary-nationwide-recall-imperial-extreme-2000mg-due-presence-undeclared?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-covid-19-and-medical-devices/sars-cov-2-viral-mutations-impact-covid-19-tests?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


problems with seizure and mental health medicine
lamotrigine (Lamictal) in patients with heart disease
29. Ummzy LLC Issues Voluntary Nationwide
Recall of Thumbs up 7 Red 70K, Shogun-X
15000mg, and Krazy Night Due to the Presence of
Undeclared Tadalafil Sildenafil & Vardenafil
30. Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: April 2, 2021
(04/02/21)
31. Support the Veterans Toxic Exposure Bill (S.
927/H.R. 2127)
32. Support Funding of Gulf War Illness Research
33. Help us get support on these 4 Service Dog bills
34. H.R. 912, American Indian and Alaska Native
Veterans Mental Health Act
35. Support the Military Retiree Survivor Comfort
Act

Legislation Introduced to Recruit Separating
Medical Personnel

https://www.fda.gov/drugs/studies-show-increased-risk-heart-rhythm-problems-seizure-and-mental-health-medicine-lamotrigine?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/ummzy-llc-issues-voluntary-nationwide-recall-thumbs-7-red-70k-shogun-x-15000mg-and-krazy-night-due?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-april-2-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10357-support-the-veterans-toxic-exposure-bill-s-927-h-r-2127
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10358-support-funding-of-gulf-war-illness-research
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10359-help-us-get-support-on-these-4-service-dog-bills
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10360-h-r-912-american-indian-and-alaska-native-veterans-mental-health-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10375-support-the-military-retiree-survivor-comfort-act


On Wednesday, Sens. Mike Braun (R-IN) and
Margaret Wood Hassan (D-NH) introduced VFW-
supported S. 894, Hire Veteran Health Heroes Act
of 2021. This legislation would require VA and DOD
to identify military personnel in health care
occupations who are interested in pursuing
employment in a related field after separation from
military service. The bill would also require the
referral of such personnel to a VA recruiter for
consideration of open positions in the specialty and
location of interest to the service member. Learn
more.

Chats with the Chief: South Texas Director
Chris Sandles on VA's fastest growing HCS

Jon Jensen, VHA Chief of Staff, talks with Chris
Sandles, director of the South Texas VA Healthcare
System. He manages the fastest growing VA health
care system in the country.

Read More

DOD warfighter brain health draft plan has
six priorities

https://www.braun.senate.gov/senators-braun-hassan-representatives-latta-rice-introduce-bipartisan-bill-support-new-va-program
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjguMzc4NTEzOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2NDY0L2NoYXRzLWNoaWVmLXNvdXRoLXRleGFzLWRpcmVjdG9yLWNocmlzLXNhbmRsZXMtZmFzdGVzdC1ncm93aW5nLyJ9.CAcNMeparkxjff9OqE09EnCxsTGYZgiUWCBk6Z0z3w8/s/360066881/br/100786879938-l


Documenting how warfighters score on cognitive
testing – from the beginning of their careers until
after they leave military service – is one of six major
concerns and priorities of service members being
addressed in a plan for brain health that is in final
draft form.

Read More

Vietnam Veterans Memorial showcases
warriors instead of war

When people visit the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
in Washington, D.C., they can see the 58,279
names on The Wall, The Three Serviceman statue,
the Vietnam Women's Memorial, the In Memory
plaque, and a flagpole that flies both the U.S. and
the POW-MIA flag. While the memorial and names
provide an obvious visual reminder, Army Veteran
Jan Scruggs wants people to know the story behind
the memorial. It involves a poncho, a promise,
PTSD, an Academy Award-winning movie and a
focus on warriors instead of a war.

Read More

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDEuMzgxMTE5NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIxLzAzLzMxL0RPRC13YXJmaWdodGVyLWJyYWluLWhlYWx0aC1kcmFmdC1wbGFuLWhhcy1zaXgtcHJpb3JpdGllcz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZW1haWwifQ.-HeSRIwA9W5Rhe6VpLaFJeXz-ULClDpyl6PJgMK9rcg/s/901428249/br/101351959409-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjguMzc4NTEzOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2NDY5L3ZpZXRuYW0tdmV0ZXJhbnMtbWVtb3JpYWwtc2hvd2Nhc2VzLXdhcnJpb3JzLWluc3RlYWQtd2FyLyJ9.YuJz0q6fqxhej_wKorjwKED0-LXCQpdwpYLsRLBaryE/s/360066881/br/100786879938-l


If you received this newsletter as a courtesy
or a forward from a friend or relative, you

can sign up to receive in your E-mail every
week.

CLICK HERE TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE VFC NEWSLETTER!

WRNMMC's kidney transplant ranked as 5-
star

The Walter Reed National Military Medical Center in
Bethesda, Maryland has the best organ transplant
outcomes in the greater District, Maryland and
Virginia region, according to the Scientific Registry
of Transplant Recipients (SRTR), an agency that
tracks transplant programs outcomes.

Read More

VETERANS OF PANAMA CANAL ZONE
In the news…the MVA has submitted a Rulemaking

https://gem.godaddy.com/signups/193302/join
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MDEuMzgxMTE5NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIxLzAzLzMxL1dSTk1NQ3Mta2lkbmV5LXRyYW5zcGxhbnQtcHJvZ3JhbS1yYW5rZWQtYXMtNS1zdGFyP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.1bjIMxdX1tu092K2U6dIgHTPlxsQM4GlQQdT3q0X6nE/s/901428249/br/101351959409-l


Request with evidence to the VA Secretary and are
waiting for a decision. As director, I believe the
evidence is clearly in favor for those Veterans of
Panama who have a disease as outlined by the VA.
This Rulemaking Request can be seen on the MVA
website here:
https://www.militaryVeteransadvocacy.org/Vets-of-
panama.html.

The MVA received a letter back from the VA
Undersecretary regarding our Rulemaking Request.
It is not a No, not a Yes, but a “we are still reviewing
the evidence.” I continue to research and provide
more proof, but, again, it is my belief the proof
provided to the VA is in your favor for exposure. I
invite everyone to thoroughly read our Rulemaking
Request and the References provided to the VA.

In my research of the EPA studies of these
chemicals, their own Position Document on 2,4,5-T
states TCDD comes up through the food chain.
Their report was from a study of agricultural
spraying of fields. The cows ate the sprayed fields,
the people ate the meat. This is not rocket science,
but a travesty that Veterans need to prove they
were near a perimeter or directly sprayed upon.

2,4-D which causes many cancers was used in

https://www.militaryveteransadvocacy.org/Vets-of-panama.html


Gatun Lake for many years, beginning in 1948. We
bathed, fished, and recreated in these waters. We
have records of 2,4-D & 2,4,5-T shipped/stored and
used in Panama. We have pictures from 2020 of
what appears to be Agent Orange barrels used for
fencing around the new marina at Fort Sherman.

We continue to await a decision and I am hopeful
that the VA Secretary will someday soon add
Panama to the list of places where dioxin (TCDD)
was used.

Wins recently for Panama CZ Veterans….we
have had a handful of Veterans win in 2020 by
using these shipment records. The judge ruled in
favor of the Veteran due to “overwhelming
evidence” when speaking of the U.S. Census
records. The shipments form 1958-1977 can be
seen in the references attached to our Rulemaking
Request.

Asked for a bill to be introduced in Congress…
on a second-pronged approach, we met again with
one of the congressional aides we had met with in
January to continue to ask for assistance from the
House of Representatives for introduction of a bill to
ask the VA Secretary to make Panama presumptive
and add Panama to the list of places where dioxin



was located.

We have asked that the representative relay to the
GAO that we want the GAO to send individuals to
test for these chemicals in the old Canal Zone. I am
positive they will be found if they agree to look.

Donna Tornoe 
Director, Veterans of Panama Canal Zone 
Military Veterans Advocacy, Inc.

#VeteranOfTheDay Navy Veteran Ruth
Drover Burnham

Today's #VeteranOfTheDay is Navy Veteran Ruth
Drover Burnham, who turns 100 years old March 29
and served in the Reserve during World War II.

Read More

35th Annual National Disabled Veterans
Sports Clinic

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjguMzc4NTEzOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2NjY0L3ZldGVyYW5vZnRoZWRheS1uYXZ5LXZldGVyYW4tcnV0aC1kcm92ZXItYnVybmhhbS8ifQ.OMuzQjqJIkYgt9Y1LTjpSYYJZ6jBthBiEyK1mlKRvW4/s/360066881/br/100786879938-l


The 35th Annual National Disabled Veterans Winter
Sports Clinic will look a bit different but the mission
remains the same. This year's five-day event,
sponsored by VA and DAV, will be held virtually.

Read More

Blood donation could earn Indianapolis 500
trip, gift card

Those who come to give blood or platelets April 1-
15 through the American Red Cross will
automatically be entered to win a VIP trip for four to
the 2022 Indianapolis 500®.

Read More

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjguMzc4NTEzOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2NjIzLzM1dGgtYW5udWFsLW5hdGlvbmFsLWRpc2FibGVkLXZldGVyYW5zLXNwb3J0cy1jbGluaWMvIn0.d94cVheKEcHAhv3WMHRGUfYJJlEVcRa4TQlWQ0VEUsU/s/360066881/br/100786879938-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMjguMzc4NTEzOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Jsb2dzLnZhLmdvdi9WQW50YWdlLzg2NjQ1L2Jsb29kLWRvbmF0aW9uLWVhcm4taW5kaWFuYXBvbGlzLTUwMC10cmlwLWdpZnQtY2FyZC8ifQ.jrAZUZlYM0LFOlxXIBBO6LASC85VbtOsbvadFQNaZ9E/s/360066881/br/100786879938-l


A Veteran's perspective on the challenges of
transition

Retired Army Sergeant Major Jason Beighley says
leaving the security blanket of the military culture
was tough. He shares the three major things he has
learned since retiring.

Read More

Vietnam Purple Heart Veteran reflects on
service, transition, family

Purple Heart Veteran Thornell Billingslea served in
the 173rd Airborne Brigade. As we celebrate
National Vietnam War Veterans Day, VA says to all
Vietnam Veterans, "Welcome Home."

Read More

The Defense Health Agency is planning to
complete treatment facility transition by fall

2021
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The Defense Health Agency is planning and
preparing to complete the military medical treatment
facility transition by the mandated time at the close
of this fiscal year, explained Dr. Brian Lein, DHA's
assistant director, Health Care Administration.

Read More

BAMC Women's History Month honors
women past and present
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Brooke Army Medical Center, located aboard Joint
Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston in Texas, held
a virtual Women's History Month commemoration
March 23 to honor women from the past and the
present.

Read More

#VeteranOfTheDay Army Veteran Leslie
Zimmerman

During Women's History Month, today's
#VeteranOfTheDay is Army Veteran Leslie
Zimmerman, who served during Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

Read More

Fresh Focus #23: MOVE!
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Knowledge is power when learning about our
patterns and behaviors, especially in relation to
food. This series hands that blueprint over to you
and provides you with the tools to carry the plan
through. This week's episode features MOVE!

Read More

Defense Health Agency celebrating the
mighty military child in April

The month of April is a mighty big deal for the
Defense Health Agency.

Read More

OKINAWA
I have been working with a few Veterans that have
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been trying to get records. I have helped them with
their paperwork, but it seems that the National
Personnel Records Center system has been shut
down due to Covid issues. As of March 8, 2021,
they have entered into a phased expansion of their
onsite work force, but they are still not accepting
non-emergency records requests. There is no set
timeline for return to full operation. When they do, I
assume there will be a huge backlog and waiting
time. If you are looking for records for Veterans
separated after calendar year 2002, they are
available electronically. You can use the online
application at
https://Vetrecs.archives.gov/VeteranRequest/home.
html.

Legislation, Litigation, and Education requires a
huge amount of time and effort from a team of
professionals that receive no pay for their efforts. If
you are on social media sites with other Veterans,
please ask them to log onto the MVA site and see
what MVA has done and continues to do. As the
Director for the Veterans of Okinawa, I am
specifically asking that if you know any Veterans
that served on Okinawa to join our site and share
any information with us regarding herbicide use or
storage that you have knowledge or documentation
of. I can be contacted by personal email at

https://vetrecs.archives.gov/VeteranRequest/home.html


Jerrybalmes@gmail.com.

The more members we have at MVA, the more
power we have to move our mission further.

Jerry Balmes 
Director, Veterans of Okinawa 
Military Veterans Advocacy, Inc.

Forbes ranks VA as one of America's best
large employers

VA was named one of 2021's top large employers
by Forbes magazine, recognizing our efforts to
create a great working environment for our
employees.

Read More

Update: SAVE LIVES Act allows VA to soon
provide COVID-19 vaccinations to all

Veterans, their spouses and caregivers

mailto:Jerrybalmes@gmail.com
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VA has begun work to implement the expansion of
COVID-19 vaccinations to all Veterans, caregivers,
spouses and CHAMPVA beneficiaries under the
SAVE LIVES Act. We still have a limited amount of
vaccines. We're working to determine how quickly
we can begin to offer vaccines to these other
groups. In accordance with the law, we must
prioritize vaccinations and health care delivery for
Veterans enrolled in VA care.

Read More
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1. Face masks and other personal protective
equipment to prevent the spread of COVID-19 are
tax deductible
2. People should check Get My Payment for status
of third EIP and watch their mail
3. IRS extends additional tax deadlines for
individuals to May 17
4. Emergency aid granted to students due to
COVID are not taxable IRS explains student and
higher education institution reporting requirements,
credits and deductions
5. IRS projects stimulus payments to non-filer
Social Security and other federal beneficiaries will
be disbursed later this week
6. IRS warns university students and staff of
impersonation email scam
7. Here’s how taxpayers can track the status of their
refund

Veterans schedule COVID-19 vaccinations
with VEText
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Veterans are scheduling COVID-19 vaccination
appointment through VEText, an interactive digital
solution from VA that automatically reminds
Veterans of upcoming appointments via text
messaging.

Read More

#VeteranOfTheDay Marine Corps Veteran
Shannon Teague

During Social Work Month, today's
#VeteranOfTheDay is Marine Corps Veteran
Shannon Teague, who served from 200-2004 and is
now a VA social worker.

Read More

Celebrating Women's History Month
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Women's History Month - VA celebrates valiant
women Veterans of yesterday, today and tomorrow.
Women have honorably served in the military for
generations and continue to break barriers even
today.

Read More

Veterans see help through American
Rescue Plan, says SecVA

Veterans will see significant help through the
American Rescue Plan, VA Secretary Denis
McDonough told the House Veterans Affairs
Committee March 25 during a virtual hearing.

Read More

Virtual program helps diabetic patients
better manage their insulin
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The Diabetes Remote Electronic Assisted
Monitoring, or DREAM, program focuses on
teaching patients how to measure and adjust their
insulin independently based on their provider's
instructions.

Read More

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency
announced two burial updates and five new
identifications for service members who have been
missing and unaccounted-for from World War II.
Returning home for burial with full military honors
are:

Army Pvt. Lyle W. Reab, 22, of Phillips, Nebraska,
was assigned to Company F, 2nd Battalion, 112th
Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry Division. He was
reported missing in action as of Nov. 9, 1944, after
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his unit engaged German forces at Vossenack,
Germany, in the Hürtgen Forest. His body was not
recovered. Reab will be buried June 8, 2021, in
Aurora, Nebraska. Read about Reab.

Marine Corps Pfc. John F. Middleswart, 19, of
San Diego, was assigned to the battleship USS
Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford Island, Pearl
Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese
aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941. The USS Oklahoma
sustained multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to
quickly capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in
the deaths of 429 crewmen, including Middleswart.
He will be buried on June 8, 2021, in his hometown.
Read about Middleswart.

Navy Pharmacist’s Mate 3rd Class George L.
Paradis, 23, was assigned to the battleship USS
Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford Island, Pearl
Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese
aircraft on Dec. 7, 1941. The USS Oklahoma
sustained multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to
quickly capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in
the deaths of 429 crewmen, including Paradis.
Interment services are pending. Read about
Paradis.

Navy Seaman 1st Class Wilbur F. Ballance, 20,
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was assigned to the battleship USS Oklahoma,
which was moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor,
when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft on
Dec. 7, 1941. The USS Oklahoma sustained
multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly
capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the
deaths of 429 crewmen, including Ballance.
Interment services are pending. Read about
Ballance.

Navy Fireman 1st Class Harold E. Bates, 27, was
assigned to the battleship USS Oklahoma, which
was moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the
ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft on Dec. 7,
1941. The USS Oklahoma sustained multiple
torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly capsize.
The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 429
crewmen, including Bates. Interment services are
pending. Read about Bates.

Navy Seaman 1st Class Elmer P. Lawrence, 25,
was assigned to the battleship USS Oklahoma,
which was moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor,
when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft on
Dec. 7, 1941. The USS Oklahoma sustained
multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly
capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the
deaths of 429 crewmen, including Lawrence.

https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2548074/uss-oklahoma-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-ballance-w/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2548101/uss-oklahoma-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-bates-h/


Interment services are pending. Read about
Lawrence.

Navy Signalman 1st Class Eugene M. Skaggs,
33, was assigned to the battleship USS Oklahoma,
which was moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor,
when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft on
Dec. 7, 1941. The USS Oklahoma sustained
multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly
capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the
deaths of 429 crewmen, including Skaggs.
Interment services are pending. Read about
Skaggs.

https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2548155/uss-oklahoma-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-lawrence-e/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2548176/uss-oklahoma-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-skaggs-e/
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