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This-N-That

Good afternoon Jim,

| honestly wish all our government offices would get
back to work, and especially those in congress who
seem to enjoy acting like children and just do the jobs
we hired them for.

It's been nearly three weeks now, and hardly any
information has come out, and what has is in small
bits and pieces.

| wasn’t too successful this past week in adding to the
website, but 75 more documents on several topics,
some new, some already existed have been added,
with more to come there, and more will be added to
the weblinks as well over the next week or so.

| know how eager everyone was to see the NDAA
budget passed, and how angry everyone seemed to
be at President Trump for his vetoing the bill. But what
most didn’t know was the NDAA bill is the one bill
where everyone in Congress can add their chunks of
pork to it and turn it entirely into a gifting bill to foreign
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countries.

Trump did ask them to trim the fat, and promised they
would, but did exactly the opposite and passed it not
needing Presidential approval.

What angers me the most is that we need to take care
of our Military, Veterans and Americans in general
first, not last and only giving them what is being
scraped from the bottom of the barrel.

| do my level best not to get political, or side with one
side or the other on their actions or inactions, but |
know all the people who are literally busting their tails
to get our nations Veterans and Military all they need
and we can’t accomplish this when the very
Government to seized the Mustang Ranch in Nevada,
and tried to run it as a business and failed, we still
have those in office to hover over and manage our
countries funds.

To me, this is nothing more than pure insanity.

Various Veteran agencies are fraught with theft,
schemes, embezzlement, fraud, etc. and millions and
billions are being paid out, and there is absolutely no
over-sight to properly manage funds provided by
taxpayer dollars, and this in turn affects our Veterans.

Low disability ratings, delays, denials, etc. you know
their game, but bottom line is it comes down to the
almighty dollar, and when it’s given away, stolen or
what have you, that leaves you our handing in the
wind to dry!

And | know I'm not personally responsible, but | am
still very sorry to everyone of our Veterans who are
struggling, waiting, being delayed or denied, and
many are still dying long before their benefits are
approved and payments being made, medical care



pbeing provided and tamilies taken care ot as well.

One organization who | feel personally has fought the
hardest for Veterans is Commander John Wells, USN
(Ret.) who fought the long hard fight to get Blue Water
Navy Veterans their just, due and denied benefits.

And I'd like to encourage everyone who can to help
and support Military-Veterans Advocacy go to
www.militaryVeteransadvocacy.org

The other organizations who have been fighting hard
is FRA and DAV, both also could use your support.

With some of the major social media outlets screening
and banning people for Free Speech, we've had a
rather large number of new people joining us on
MEWE.

If you want to get away from the censorship, consider
making an account on MEWE, and look for our pages
and join us there.

And I'd like to remind you we do list several action
items needing attention under the “Take Action”
section of the newsletter.

| know how much everyone feels their voice isn’t
heard, but the more we hound them, the better our
chances are to get what is earned, due, just, fair and
needed!

Even if a bill doesn’t meet your needs, please help us
to support the legislation, so when other pieces of
legislation come around that might help you, those
people will in return do the same.

| still hope and pray that someday, none of these
organizations will be needed, but until that day comes,
| promise we're all fighting for you.
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On behalf of our Volunteers nationwide and myself,
we wish you and your family good health!

Respectfully,

Jim Davis

Founder
Jim.Davis@Veterans-For-Change.org

Congress overrides NDAA Veto

The FY2021 National Defense Authorization Act (H.R.
6395) Became law after the Congress overrode the
President's veto (81-13 in the Senate and 322-87 in
the House). Key FRA supported provisions include:

* Delaying cuts to military medical cuts for 180 days
after passage with report that beneficiaries will not be
impacted;

» Adding bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, and
Parkinsonism to conditions linked to Agent Orange
exposure;

» Authorizing pay increase (3 percent) that keeps pace
with civilian pay increases and an increase in
Hazardous Duty Pay;

» Expanding military housing protections;

* Better spouse employment programs; and
 Improving the Exceptional Family Member Program
(EFMP).

This is the 60th annual NDAA enacted by Congress.
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Showing you care can make a big
difference to someone in crisis.

VeteransCrisisLine.net
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President Trump Signs Veterans
Omnibus Bill

President Donald Trump signed into law the "Johnny
Isakson and David P. Roe, M.D. Veterans Health
Care and Benefits Improvement Act" (H.R.7105). The
bill includes major provisions of the FRA-supported
Deborah Sampson Act to assist women veterans with
creation of VA Office of Women's Health and other
provisions. More key provisions include:
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* Increasing Fry Scholarship for children of deceased
active duty;
* Enlarging USERRA protections for reserve
component members on state active orders;

» Expanding Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA)
to Coast Guard members for stop-movement orders;

* Lowering from age 57 to age 55 for surviving spouse
receiving DIC benefits with remarriage; and

* Increasing funds for VET TEC program.

The FRA supported the bill but was concerned about
using home loan fees to pay for these benefits.

Everyone can help!
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Veterans-For-Change Web Site

The Veterans-For-Change website has been around
since 2009. The looks pretty much stay the same for
now, but in the background our new webmaster has
been working on a whole new look and feel, a facelift
so-to-speak. And we’re sincerely hoping to roll out
the new website sometime this coming June.

Constant improvement and change are being done to
make our website the most user friendly “One-Stop-
Shop” website to find almost everything you might
have tried to find searching the internet.

Almost a hundred people have been involved;

collecting web links to documents now houses on the
VFC website, collecting thousands of web links for
various issues, illnesses and benefits. Creating forums
for all eras of service and two forums one just for men
and one just for woman where you can go question,
comment, share medical and personal concerns, what
ever you'd like it to be.

We also have a forum with for Mental Health and are
currently seeking a new Licensed Mental Health
Worker, where you can seek help or just ask
questions.

We average 2,487 hits per day, and downloads
average 3,843 per day with a total 7,018972 visitors
as of Friday.

If you subscribe you will have full access to the entire
website and best of all it's 100% FREE of charge!
You just need a valid E-mail address so the system
can us a notification to approve your account. Once
received, and we approve, the system will send you

an E-Mail letting you know your account has been
annraoved BRe alire to check vouir inink and sham
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folders just in case you don’t receive it in you In-Box.
www.Veterans-for-change.org

* Documents Library with over 20,014 documents in

230+ Libraries, added 75 new documents on-line
(Updated: 01/08/21)

* FAQ's on-line with 1,843 FAQ's on 104 topics!
(Updated 05/30/20 - 46 NEW)

* Multiple Forums

o Afghanistan Veterans

o FMP - Foreign Medial Program

o Gulf War & Desert Storm Veterans

o Iraq Veterans

o Korean Veterans

o Men Veterans Forum

o Mental Health for Veterans (Counselor Needed)
o Political Issues

0 Suggestion Box

o The Mess Hall

o VA Hospitals and Medical Centers

o Veteran Affairs

o Vietnam Veterans

o Welcome Mat

o Women Veterans Forum

o WW Il Veterans

+ Job Postings

* Memorial Pages (Updated: 04/23/20) (3 Added)
* News (Articles On-Line: 10,145)

* Polls

* Web Links, more than 7,895, Added 86 New Links
(Updated: 12/29/20)

If you have a submission for the memorial pages, E-
Mail: Jim.Davis@Veterans-for-change.org
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TAKE ACTION NOW

Jim, below are links to all currently active pre-written
E-Mails to many pieces of legislation. We ask that you
go to each one, and send the pre-written E-Mails, and
to also call your Reps or Senators and ask for their
support on a weekly basis!

Jim you don't need to be Active Duty or a Veteran, in
fact we ask all Veteran friends to also help! (Updated
12/31/20)

1. Support
Veterans
Economic
Recovery
Act!

2. NDAA
Amendment
to
Provide
Benefits
to
Vets
Exposed
to
Agent
Orange

3. Please
Support
Addition
of
Agent
Orange
Presumptive
Diseases

4. Support
Amendments
That
Add
Diseases
Caused
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https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9758-support-amendments-that-add-diseases-caused-by-agent-orange
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After two narrow Senate election victories the
Democrats gained control of the U.S. Senate. These
victories give the Democrats 50 votes with the Vice
President (and President of the Senate) Kamala
Harris the deciding vote in a tie. Jon Ossoff defeated
incumbent David Perdue and Pastor Raphael
Warnock defeated incumbent Kelly Loeffer who was
appointed to fill the term of Senator Johnny Isakson
who resigned for reasons of failing health. Ossoff, who
is age 33, will be the youngest Senator in the 117th
Congress. Democrats now control the White House,
the House of Representatives and the Senate.
Although a "super-majority" of 60 senators is generally
needed to pass major legislation in the Senate.

CONTACT YOUR

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS!
To Call your Representative:
202-225-2305
To Call your Senators:
202-224-3841 or 202-224-3553

To call Different Members of Congress:
202-224-3121

TOLL FREE: 866-272-6622
PLEASE... STOP Making Excuses!
www.veterans-for-change.org

‘ ~~Follow us on MEWE ~~ \




Follow us on MEWE! The support staff at MEWE is
responsive, open to suggestions and works very hard
to protect your personal information.

We hope you will join us on this new site.
VETERANS-FOR-CHANGE

HOMELESS HEROES PROGRAM OF VETERANS-
FOR-CHANGE

AMVETS GROUP
VETERANS SOCIAL GROUP

{USAVET} SUPPORTING GOD & ALL WHO
SERVED OUR GREAT NATION

AMERICANS FOR SOVEREIGNTY

"History is not there for you to
like or dislike. It is there for you
to learn from it. And if it offends

you, even better. Because then

you are less likely to repeat it. It

is not yours to erase. It belongs
to all of us."
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FRA Launches 2021 Survey on Military,
Veterans Benefits

As part of its mission to bring the enlisted concerns to
Capitol Hill, FRA is conducting an online survey to
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most important to active duty and Reserve personnel,
retirees, veterans and their families. The brief survey,
available online, asks current and former members

of the uniformed services and their spouses to rate a
variety of benefits and quality-of-life programs
associated with their service to our nation.

The FRA is asking all current and former military
personnel and their spouses to share their opinions
about the programs they value most. Survey
responses and comments from participants provide
important reference information when we testify
before Congress or one-on-one meeting with
lawmakers and their staff. FRA shares the survey
results with elected officials on Capitol Hill, key
committee staff, and leaders within the Departments
of Defense, Homeland Security and Veterans Affairs-
ensuring these crucial decision-makers understand
the enlisted sea service perspective.

Office of Inspector General
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News Flash

Vietham Veterans of America
Government Relations Department
Legislative Update January 8, 21
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Please note, once proposed legislation has been
signed into law, the Executive Branch is responsible
for implementing it. VVA will work with Congress and
the Department of Veteran Affairs to ensure that these
new bills are fully implemented.

On January 1, 2021, H.R. 6395--the FY 2021 NDAA,
containing the Tester/Harder Amendment—was
passed into law. At long last, Vietnam veterans
exposed to Agent Orange who have been diagnosed
with Parkinsonism, Bladder cancer, and/or
Hypothyroidism will be deemed service-connected
and be eligible for healthcare and compensation:

Title XCl—Veterans Affairs Matters, Section 9109
reads as follows: Additional Diseases Associated
with Exposure to Certain Herbicide Agents for Which
There is a Presumption of Service Connection for
Veterans Who Served in the Republic of Vietham.
Section 1116(a) (2) of title 38, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following new

subparagraphs: (I) Parkinsonism. (J) Bladder cancer.

(K) Hypothyroidism.

Highlights of H.R. 6395 - Title XCl—Veterans

Affniva A limua
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» Modification of licensure requirements for
Department of Veterans Affairs health care
professionals providing treatment via telemedicine.

+ Additional care for newborn children of veterans.

* Expansion of eligibility for HUD-VASH.

* Study on unemployment rate of women veterans
who served on active duty in the Armed Forces after
September 11, 2001.

* Access of veterans to Individual Longitudinal
Exposure Record.

» Department of Veterans Affairs report on
undisbursed funds.

* Transfer of Mare Island Naval Cemetery to Secretary
of Veterans Affairs for maintenance by National
Cemetery Administration.

» Comptroller General report on Department of
Veterans Affairs handling of disability compensation
claims by certain veterans.

* Additional diseases associated with exposure to
certain herbicide agents for which there is a
presumption of service connection for veterans who
served in the Republic of Vietnam.

View bill conference report at:
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201207/CRPT-
116hrpt617.pdf

On Jan. 5, 2021, President Trump signed into law
H.R. 7105, The Johnny Isakson and David P. Roe,
M.D. Veterans Health Care and Benefits
Improvements Act of 2020. “This is the culmination of
two years of bipartisan work,” noted Rep. Phil Roe (R-
Tenn.). “There is something in this bill for just about
every one of our nation’s veterans and their loved
ones.”

View bill conference report at: https://republicans-
veterans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/hr_7105_vets_division_section_summa


https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201207/CRPT-116hrpt617.pdf
https://republicans-veterans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/hr_7105_vets_division_section_summaries_final.pdf

Highlights of H.R. 7105 H.R. 7105 - the Johnny
Isakson and David P. Roe, M.D. Veterans Health
Care and Benefits Improvements Act of 2020
Benefits

* Requires VA to return Disability Based
Questionnaires to their public-facing website and
requires the VA to accept Disability Based
Questionnaires as evidence in disability compensation
claims, even when completed by non-VA medical
providers.

* Increases the timeframe of the Vietham War Era of
military service, stating that the Vietnam Era began on
November 1, 1955, instead of February 28, 1961,
which will extend benefits to the more than 3,200 U.S.
Military Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG ) who
served in the Vietnam War during November 1, 1955 —
February 27, 1961.

* Eliminates the 12-year time limit governing
applications for Veteran Readiness & Employment
(VR&E) benefits for veterans who separated from
military service after January 1, 2013 (i.e., making
VR&E the same as the “Forever G.I. Bill”).

* Sets new limits on when the VA's Debt Management
Center may initiate debt collection proceedings
against veterans.

 Lowers the age to 55 at which a remarried surviving
spouse of a Veteran may still receive Dependency
Indemnity Compensation (DIC).

» Agent Orange Exposure Fairness Act S. 332 and
H.R. 566; requires a GAO briefing and report on
repealing the manifestation period for presumptions of
service connection for certain diseases associated
with exposure to herbicide agents.

* Increases the federal government’s special pensions
for the surviving spouses of Medal of Honor recipients.
* Requires the Veterans Benefits Administration to
establish specialized teams for processing Military
Sexual Trauma claims.
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health condition resulting from sexual trauma to
choose the gender of their Compensation & Pension
Exam provider.

* Allows National Guard and Reserve service under
Title 32 orders to count for VA Home Loan eligibility.

* Requires the VA to allow veterans to update
dependent information via the eBenefits website.

* Requires the VA to study cancer, diseases, or iliness
experienced by those who served at the Karshi-
Khanabad (K2) Air Base in Uzbekistan between
October 1, 2001, and September 30, 2005, and
expands VA’s open burn pit registry to include burn
pits located in Uzbekistan.

* Specifies circumstances under which a Service
Member, including members of the National Guard
and Reserves, is considered service-connected for a
disability or death from COVID-19.

* Orders the VA’s Under Secretary for Benefits to
ensure every paper or electronic document relating to
the receipt of non-service-connected pension include
a notice that the Department does not charge any fee
in connection with the filing of an initial claim for
benefits.

Services for Women Veterans

* Devotes $20 million for retrofitting healthcare
facilities “to make it safer and easier for women
veterans to get care” and requires the Veterans Health
Administration to submit plans for approval regarding
how they will designate these funds.

« Mandates that every VA facility have at least one
women'’s health primary-care provider.

* Creates a permanent Office of Women’s Health
within the Veterans Health Administration, tasked with
providing oversight over all Women'’s Health Programs
within the VA

* Requires VA leaders to create “an anti-harassment
and anti-sexual assault policy” and designate officials



to take responsibility for any related complaints.

* Requires VA to create a training module for
community healthcare providers that is specific to
women veterans.

» Expands the Advisory Committee on Women
Veterans’ mandate to include examining the effect of
intimate partner violence on women veterans, and
creates a VA pilot program to care for survivors of
intimate partner violence.

» Ensures that servicemembers and veterans seeking
access to care and counseling related to Military
Sexual Trauma can seek this care at any VA
healthcare facility, not limited to Vet Centers.

* Requires VA to enter into agreements with public or
private entities, to provide free legal services to
Women veterans to meet the following unmet needs:
Child Support, Eviction & Foreclosure Prevention,
Discharge Upgrade Appeals, Financial Guardianship,
Credit Counseling, and Family Reconciliation
Assistance.

» Improves access to prosthetic items made
specifically for women at VA medical facilities.

Enhanced Healthcare Services

» Waives VA requirements for receipt of per diem
payments for domiciliary care at State Veterans
Homes and modification of eligibility for payments.

* Prohibits the Veterans Health Administration from
collecting co-payments from veterans who are
members of a Native American tribal nation.

» Makes permanent a pilot program to provide
childcare to veterans enrolled in the VA healthcare
system and gives the Veterans Health Administration
five years to implement the provision of childcare at
every VA medical center.

* Requires State Veterans Homes to report on
COVID-19 cases within these facilities to the VA.

* Requires the VA to pay for emergency transportation
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* Requires VA medical facilities to have drop-off
locations for controlled substances medications.

» Mandates an annual audit of facility-level
appointment scheduling, which the Veterans Health
Administration must share with Congress.

Services for Homeless Veterans & Veterans at
Risk of Homelessnhess

» Expands the HUD-VASH voucher program to
veterans with Other Than Honorable characterizations
of discharge.

* Increases the amount of grant funds awarded to
organizations providing services to homeless veterans
to 115 percent of the State Veterans Home domiciliary
rate, and allows for additional increases of grant funds
in higher cost-of-living areas.

* Allows the VA to award grants to legal services
organizations assisting veterans who are homeless
and veterans at imminent risk of homelessness.

* Requires the VA to study existing programs that
provide assistance to Women veterans who are
homeless, with a goal of identifying continued areas of
need.

 Extends contracts for VA Homeless Veteran Case
Managers to prevent gaps in services for homeless
veterans during COVID-19.

VVA thanks you for answering the call to action,
and we look forward to working together in 2021
to achieve more legislative victories for our
nation’s veterans.
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Online Enroliment for TRICARE
Overseas Plans Now Available
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Are you a TRICARE Overseas Program (TOP)

beneficiary? If so, you'll be pleased to know you have
a new way you can enroll in your health plan. Online
enrollment through Beneficiary Web Enrollment
(BWE) is now available for overseas plans on
milConnect. BWE not only makes it easy to enroll in a
TRICARE plan, it also serves as a convenient way to
handle other enrollment-related tasks on your own at
any time.

To learn more, read the article.


https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/safety-communications/risk-false-results-curative-sars-cov-2-test-covid-19-fda-safety-communication?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-safety-and-availability/fda-updates-and-press-announcements-ndma-metformin?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDcuMzI5MzkyNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21pbGNvbm5lY3QuZG1kYy5vc2QubWlsL21pbGNvbm5lY3QifQ.qsfCbp7BaEm3-1WKOM_9g1WYgXUd76_23z0jQuQZOME/s/742285012/br/92797462101-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDcuMzI5MzkyNzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3RyaWNhcmUubWlsL0NvdmVyZWRTZXJ2aWNlcy9CZW5lZml0VXBkYXRlcy9BcmNoaXZlcy8wMV8wN18yMDIxX09ubGluZV9FbnJvbGxtZW50X1RSSUNBUkVfT3ZlcnNlYXNfUGxhbnNfQXZhaWxhYmxlIn0.JiWsJl9ORM3leDxZYcPF-XE7t6KMXlZczt39PueS8Dk/s/742285012/br/92797462101-l

DO YOU
SUFFER FROM
MILITARY-RELATED

PTSD?

Veterans Crisis Line:
1-800-273-8255 & Press 1
Ntl Call Center for Homeless Vets
1-877-424-3838

SOUND OFF!

SHARE YOUR STORIES AND COMMENTS WITH US:

We know most Veterans have had issues both current
and in the past with the Veterans Affairs, and we’d
really like to hear from you!

So now is your chance to voice your concerns,
opinions, problems, compliments, advice, etc.,
anything you’d like to have heard.

We will be creating another category in the “NEWS”
section of the website called “SOUND OFF” and
instead of us continually sending this type of
information in fax blasts to all 535 members of
Congress, we will be adding to the website as we
know many members of Congress do watch us, and
this makes it a lot easier for us to track the number of
people reading the issues.

In addition, it might even open the door for your fellow
Veteran’s to see they’re not alone, and they too might
voice their concerns.



Your story can be as long or as short as you'd like to
express what you have to say, we can post as
anonymous, or if you want we can post your name to
the article, just tell us how you would like for us to post
your story and we will adhere to your request.

We only ask that you keep it clean from foul language,

and we will edit only to correct grammar, and if need
be to edit out any foul language as that is an almost
immediate cut off from Congress to pay attention.

Send your story to JIM.DAVIS@VETERANS-FOR-
CHANGE.org and we will get it posted as quickly as
we can. And if you have a title for your story that
would be fantastic, as we will be providing the story
title and link to Congress.
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Veterans-For-Change, Inc.
Riverside County, CA
Visit our website today
www.Veterans-For-Change.org
Serving those who served!

Please pass on to all your Veteran Friends and
Family!

Please do not reply to this E-Mail, this is
an unattended E-Mail address, please
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