
Week Ending Sunday, January 03, 2021

Volume 12, Issue 01

This-N-That
Good morning Jim,

I do hope that you had a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

It’s been another week of nearly total silence on news
and information regarding Veterans, legislation, and
benefits and right now with the election certification
beginning it still may be rather quiet again for another
week.

Although, personally I’m not thrilled, it will provide us

http://www.veterans-for-change.org


more time to continue to work on the website and
prep, upload and make available more documents.

Last week we added nearly 300 documents and over
90 new weblinks. And we will begin this evening to
prep and upload more documents, some many of us
have been looking to find for years.

As I mentioned last week, do check the website often,
you just never know what will be new or added since
your last visit.

And create an account too, it’s free and opens the
door to thousands of documents not available to the
general visitor.

We are still recommending that everyone maintain the
face masks and social distancing when you leave
your home. The VA has said December was the worst
month ever for them when it comes to the COVID-19
virus. So, please be safe!

On behalf of our Volunteers nationwide and myself,
we wish you and your family good health!

Respectfully, 
Jim Davis 
Founder 
Jim.Davis@Veterans-For-Change.org

mailto:Jim.Davis@Veterans-For-Change.org


TWO YEARS AFTER THE BLUE WATER
NAVY AGENT ORANGE VICTORY AND

WE NEED TO KEEP FIGHTING FOR
VETERANS

Our priority goal at MVA is to obtain benefits for all
victims of military toxic exposure of all types

BY COL. ROB MANESS

Two years ago, Military Veterans Advocacy, Inc
(MVA) began 2019 with a major victory in the courts
as the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit handed
down the Procopio v. Wilkie decision in January. This
landmark decision forced the Department of Veterans
Affairs to begin processing Blue Water Navy Vietnam
Veteran Agent Orange claims once the mandate was
issued in March. As we were waiting for the mandate,
we coordinated with the House Veterans Committee
staff to try to ensure any codifying legislation would
remain in-line with Procopio and prevent further
delays throughout the winter and spring.

For more than a decade, MVA presented evidence to
Congress and the VA that runoff from Vietnam
included the toxins from Agent Orange, which was
ingested into water distillation systems on Navy ships



offshore, affecting servicemen who never set foot on
Vietnamese soil.

Despite the Procopio win, Congress last spring
passed the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act
(H.R. 299) to serve these Veterans' needs. The
legislation allowed for administrative tinkering with the
implementation and included ambiguous language
that helped justify the stay in the eyes of Secretary
Wilkie and the Courts. MVA reluctantly withdrew its
support before passage, but circumstances pressured
Congress to pass the measure without regard for the
unintended consequences. One of those
consequences was VA Secretary Robert Wilkie
issuing an administrative stay order through the end of
2019, and MVA sought a legal remedy through
Procopio v. Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Procopio II).

During the first week of November 2019 the Court of
Appeals for the Federal Circuit heard oral arguments
in Procopio II. In December, the Judges told the VA
they were not to even consider extending the stay.
Unfortunately, they also found that the Congressional
language authorized Secretary Wilkie to stay
proceedings until January 1 2020.

Have we won?

We have confirmed that starting January 21, 2020, as



Secretary Wilkie promised, Blue Water Navy Vietnam
Veterans' benefits are being awarded. That is great
news.

MVA, now merged with the Blue Water Navy Vietnam
Veterans Association, Agent Orange Survivors of
Guam, and Thailand Agent Orange Veterans, is a full
membership organization and we also know we must
continue to fight. Why? Didn't we finally win the day,
you ask? Unfortunately, no, we haven't won
accountability and benefit awards on ALL toxic
exposures. Of course, we're still not finished fighting
for herbicide exposure (agent orange or its companion
chemical component herbicides produced in the same
era) benefits. As an example, some 55,000 Veterans
who operated outside of the territorial sea were
exposed to herbicide but not covered by the Act or the
Procopio decision.

Media reports in 2020 confirm the need for our
continued fight. First, in a report in January 2020 by
Steve Andrews of WFLA in Florida, he highlighted that
"claims languish for Veterans who served in Thailand
during the Vietnam War and were exposed to a
dangerous herbicide known as Agent Orange" even
though "Margarita Devlin, principal deputy
undersecretary for Veterans' benefits contends there
is no longer a huge back-log of Veterans waiting for
their claims to be processed and completed." Devlin



even audaciously asserted the VA freely gives
benefits to Veterans, directly contradicting the reality
that it took the VA almost 20 years, and only after a
after a precedent setting court case victory and new
legislation from Congress to award some blue water
navy Vietnam Veterans the benefits they deserve.

A second report in late January revealed that VA
disputes a National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering and Medicine, or NASEM, science
panel's findings on proposed Agent Orange diseases
after a 3-year delay and expects a VA internal "study"
won't be ready to make a decision until late 2020. No,
the VA drags its feet and has for decades on the
matter of toxic exposure in the American military. The
evidence proves that fact but let's not stop there.

Yet another and third report was published one day
after the second that shows the Department of
Defense and the Department of Veterans Affairs
continue to actively prevent Veterans' claims being
approved for toxic exposure, including for Agent
Orange in Thailand. The report stated "The
Department of Defense has released a new list of
locations outside Vietnam where herbicides like Agent
Orange were tested and stored, a compilation that
could provide some Veterans proof of exposure
needed to support their VA disability claims. But the



list, published Jan. 27 by the Department of Veterans
Affairs, omits more than 40 locations previously noted
as exposure sites by DoD in 2018 — deletions that
could undermine other Veterans' pending claims."

A DoD spokesperson stated the new list replaces the
one from 2018 and is "the result of DoD's thorough
review of the records for use, storage and testing of
Agent Orange and other tactical herbicides outside of
Vietnam." Of course, emphasis on the term "tactical
herbicides" is likely the way they eliminated some
locations. It's important for Veterans and survivors
filing claims to remember that this term is used for a
herbicide's operational purpose. Agent Orange and
the other so-called "tactical herbicides" agents Purple,
Pink, Green, Blue, White and their active ingredients
were used in non-tactical applications on installations
and in war zones but were not necessarily referred to
as such. The chemical components of tactical and
commercial herbicides are the same. We have direct
evidence and soil sample evidence from as late as
2018 that proves these herbicides were used by the
military on Guam, for example. Veterans service
connection needs to be based on the chemical
composition of these herbicides, not the published
category. Don't fall into this trap of confusion set by
DoD and VA! The list is very important for Veterans
outside of Vietnam to prove exposure to the VA so this



new list is likely to cause even more denials and
delays for Veterans and survivors who continue to
pass away in large numbers every day.

Our priority goal at MVA is to obtain benefits for all
victims of military toxic exposure of all types and
Veterans harmed by VA inaction or incorrect action
through our three mission pillars of legislation,
litigation, and education.

We are working with key Congressmen and women
on a bill establishing a National Military Toxic
Exposure Research Center that will use an
epidemiology approach overseen by a DoD Advisory
Board. The proposal is based on the successful
Australian model that confirmed blue water navy
Vietnam Veteran's agent orange exposure almost 20
years before the United States started awarding
benefits this year. The system tracks and surveils
active duty servicemembers, Veterans, and their
families for health research studies in the military and
Veteran communities.

The USA needs to establish our own center for a
variety of reasons. Claims filed by Veterans continue
to be denied, citing an alleged lack of evidence or
presumptive status for service-connected disabilities.
Bills to require coverage are tied up in Congress
awaiting offsets required by the Pay As You Go Act of



2010.

Veterans and their family members are continuing to
struggle with and suffer from the effects of toxic
exposures. Unlike the more visible wounds of combat,
the effects of toxic exposure are often invisible to the
onlooker and affect more than the individual service
member. Toxin-exposed Veterans and their
descendants suffer from complex constellations of
cancers, and a multitude of chronic medical disorders.

Over the long term, financial and human resources
expenditures will be greatly reduced as exposures
and diseases are detected earlier, enabling earlier
medical intervention, and reducing or eventually
eliminating our current reliance on presumptive
exposures.

Of course, we continue to advocate for approval of
bills awarding presumptive benefits such as HR 1713,
the Lonnie Kilpatrick Central Pacific Herbicide Relief
Act to cover herbicide exposures on Guam and other
islands, HR 2201 to modify the presumption of service
connection for Veterans who were exposed to
herbicide agents while serving in the Armed Forces in
Thailand during the Vietnam era, and HR4086, the
Protection for Veterans Burn Pit Exposure Act but
these bills, like the Blue Water Navy Act, can take
decades these Veterans and their families don't have



to get passed.

That is why our litigation strategy includes requesting
Administrative Procedures Act rulemaking from the
VA mirroring the presumptive legislation. We expect
we'll be back in court this coming year. This pathway
is the same strategy we eventually implemented for
the Blue Water Navy presumption benefits which
culminated with our winning Procopio court case,
finally enabling Blue Water Navy legislation to pass
last year after nearly a decade of failure in Congress
caused by Pay-Go Rule issues.

Our 2021 education mission is a continuing legal
education for attorneys and Veteran service officer
training offering on Blue Water Navy Claims education
seminar. We just completed our first one in Tampa,
Florida and plan to accomplish at least four more
throughout the country this year.

Our fight continues. That is why MVA became a
founding member of Toxic Exposures in the Military
(TEAM) and fully supports the TEAM Toxic Exposure
legislation. Shamefully, the reality is the DoD and VA
are not being held accountable regarding military toxic
exposures of all types: radiation, chemical, or
biological and we must keep working together from all
angles to find solutions to this decades long



challenge.

Two years ago, Military Veterans Advocacy, Inc
(MVA) began 2019 with a major victory in the courts
as the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit handed
down the Procopio v. Wilkie decision in January. This
landmark decision forced the Department of Veterans
Affairs to begin processing Blue Water Navy Vietnam
Veteran Agent Orange claims once the mandate was
issued in March. As we were waiting for the mandate,
we coordinated with the House Veterans Committee
staff to try to ensure any codifying legislation would
remain in-line with Procopio and prevent further
delays throughout the winter and spring.

For more than a decade, MVA presented evidence to
Congress and the VA that runoff from Vietnam
included the toxins from Agent Orange, which was
ingested into water distillation systems on Navy ships
offshore, affecting servicemen who never set foot on
Vietnamese soil.

Despite the Procopio win, Congress last spring
passed the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act
(H.R. 299) to serve these Veterans' needs. The
legislation allowed for administrative tinkering with the
implementation and included ambiguous language
that helped justify the stay in the eyes of Secretary
Wilkie and the Courts. MVA reluctantly withdrew its



support before passage, but circumstances pressured
Congress to pass the measure without regard for the
unintended consequences. One of those
consequences was VA Secretary Robert Wilkie
issuing an administrative stay order through the end of
2019, and MVA sought a legal remedy through
Procopio v. Secretary of Veterans Affairs (Procopio II).

During the first week of November 2019 the Court of
Appeals for the Federal Circuit heard oral arguments
in Procopio II. In December, the Judges told the VA
they were not to even consider extending the stay.
Unfortunately, they also found that the Congressional
language authorized Secretary Wilkie to stay
proceedings until January 1 2020.

Have we won?

We have confirmed that starting January 21, 2020, as
Secretary Wilkie promised, Blue Water Navy Vietnam
Veterans' benefits are being awarded. That is great
news.

MVA, now merged with the Blue Water Navy Vietnam
Veterans Association, Agent Orange Survivors of
Guam, and Thailand Agent Orange Veterans, is a full
membership organization and we also know we must
continue to fight. Why? Didn't we finally win the day,
you ask? Unfortunately, no, we haven't won



accountability and benefit awards on ALL toxic
exposures. Of course, we're still not finished fighting
for herbicide exposure (agent orange or its companion
chemical component herbicides produced in the same
era) benefits. As an example, some 55,000 Veterans
who operated outside of the territorial sea were
exposed to herbicide but not covered by the Act or the
Procopio decision.

Media reports in 2020 confirm the need for our
continued fight. First, in a report in January 2020 by
Steve Andrews of WFLA in Florida, he highlighted that
"claims languish for Veterans who served in Thailand
during the Vietnam War and were exposed to a
dangerous herbicide known as Agent Orange" even
though "Margarita Devlin, principal deputy
undersecretary for Veterans’ benefits contend there is
no longer a huge back-log of Veterans waiting for their
claims to be processed and completed." Devlin even
audaciously asserted the VA freely gives benefits to
Veterans, directly contradicting the reality that it took
the VA almost 20 years, and only after a after a
precedent setting court case victory and new
legislation from Congress to award some blue water
navy Vietnam Veterans the benefits they deserve.

A second report in late January revealed that VA
disputes a National Academies of Sciences,



Engineering and Medicine, or NASEM, science
panel's findings on proposed Agent Orange diseases
after a 3-year delay and expects a VA internal "study"
won't be ready to make a decision until late 2020. No,
the VA drags its feet and has for decades on the
matter of toxic exposure in the American military. The
evidence proves that fact but let's not stop there.

MORE FROM ROB MANESS

Yet another and third report was published one day
after the second that shows the Department of
Defense and the Department of Veterans Affairs
continue to actively prevent Veterans claims being
approved for toxic exposure, including for Agent
Orange in Thailand. The report stated "The
Department of Defense has released a new list of
locations outside Vietnam where herbicides like Agent
Orange were tested and stored, a compilation that
could provide some Veterans proof of exposure
needed to support their VA disability claims. But the
list, published Jan. 27 by the Department of Veterans
Affairs, omits more than 40 locations previously noted
as exposure sites by DoD in 2018 — deletions that
could undermine other Veterans' pending claims."

A DoD spokesperson stated the new list replaces the
one from 2018 and is "the result of DoD's thorough
review of the records for use, storage and testing of



Agent Orange and other tactical herbicides outside of
Vietnam." Of course, emphasis on the term "tactical
herbicides" is likely the way they eliminated some
locations. It's important for Veterans and survivors
filing claims to remember that this term is used for a
herbicide's operational purpose. Agent Orange and
the other so-called "tactical herbicides" agents Purple,
Pink, Green, Blue, White and their active ingredients
were used in non-tactical applications on installations
and in war zones but were not necessarily referred to
as such. The chemical components of tactical and
commercial herbicides are the same. We have direct
evidence and soil sample evidence from as late as
2018 that proves these herbicides were used by the
military on Guam, for example. Veterans service
connection needs to be based on the chemical
composition of these herbicides, not the published
category. Don't fall into this trap of confusion set by
DoD and VA! The list is very important for Veterans
outside of Vietnam to prove exposure to the VA so this
new list is likely to cause even more denials and
delays for Veterans and survivors who continue to
pass away in large numbers every day.

Our priority goal at MVA is to obtain benefits for all
victims of military toxic exposure of all types and
Veterans harmed by VA inaction or incorrect action
through our three mission pillars of legislation,



litigation, and education.

We are working with key Congressmen and women
on a bill establishing a National Military Toxic
Exposure Research Center that will use an
epidemiology approach overseen by a DoD Advisory
Board. The proposal is based on the successful
Australian model that confirmed blue water navy
Vietnam Veteran's agent orange exposure almost 20
years before the United States started awarding
benefits this year. The system tracks and surveils
active duty servicemembers, Veterans, and their
families for health research studies in the military and
Veteran communities.

The USA needs to establish our own center for a
variety of reasons. Claims filed by Veterans continue
to be denied, citing an alleged lack of evidence or
presumptive status for service-connected disabilities.
Bills to require coverage are tied up in Congress
awaiting offsets required by the Pay As You Go Act of
2010.

Veterans and their family members are continuing to
struggle with and suffer from the effects of toxic
exposures. Unlike the more visible wounds of combat,
the effects of toxic exposure are often invisible to the
onlooker and affect more than the individual service
member. Toxin-exposed Veterans and their



descendants suffer from complex constellations of
cancers, and a multitude of chronic medical disorders.

Over the long term, financial and human resources
expenditures will be greatly reduced as exposures
and diseases are detected earlier, enabling earlier
medical intervention, and reducing or eventually
eliminating our current reliance on presumptive
exposures.

Of course, we continue to advocate for approval of
bills awarding presumptive benefits such as HR 1713,
the Lonnie Kilpatrick Central Pacific Herbicide Relief
Act to cover herbicide exposures on Guam and other
islands, HR 2201 to modify the presumption of service
connection for Veterans who were exposed to
herbicide agents while serving in the Armed Forces in
Thailand during the Vietnam era, and HR4086, the
Protection for Veterans Burn Pit Exposure Act but
these bills, like the Blue Water Navy Act, can take
decades these Veterans and their families don't have
to get passed. 
That is why our litigation strategy includes requesting
Administrative Procedures Act rulemaking from the
VA mirroring the presumptive legislation. We expect
we'll be back in court this coming year. This pathway
is the same strategy we eventually implemented for
the Blue Water Navy presumption benefits which



culminated with our winning Procopio court case,
finally enabling Blue Water Navy legislation to pass
last year after nearly a decade of failure in Congress
caused by Pay-Go Rule issues.

Our 2021 education mission is a continuing legal
education for attorneys and Veteran service officer
training offering on Blue Water Navy Claims education
seminar. We just completed our first one in Tampa,
Florida and plan to accomplish at least four more
throughout the country this year.

Our fight continues. That is why MVA became a
founding member of Toxic Exposures in the Military
(TEAM) and fully supports the TEAM Toxic Exposure
legislation. Shamefully, the reality is the DoD and VA
are not being held accountable regarding military toxic
exposures of all types: radiation, chemical, or
biological and we must keep working together from all
angles to find solutions to this decades long
challenge.

Military Veterans Advocacy Inc is a 501c3 and you
can donate or join here.

For more information on Military-Veterans Advocacy
go to www.militaryVeteransadvocacy.org or like us on
Facebook.

http://www.militaryveteransadvocacy.org




Get Your Flu Shot for Free with TRICARE
If you haven't had your flu shot yet, it's not too late.
Military hospitals and clinics are receiving the
remainder of their annual flu vaccines now. If you
don't normally get your care at a military hospital or
clinic, remember you can still get your flu shot for free
in other ways.

To learn more, read the article.

1. DHA’s IT innovation continues during COVID-19
pandemic
2. 63,000 Veterans benefit from VA’s Compensated
Work Therapy

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMzAuMzI2NDA4MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50cmljYXJlLm1pbC9Db3ZlcmVkU2VydmljZXMvQmVuZWZpdFVwZGF0ZXMvQXJjaGl2ZXMvMTJfMjlfMjAyMF9HZXRfWW91cl9GbHVfU2hvdF9GcmVlX3dpdGhfVFJJQ0FSRSJ9.im-WyzgcxDdqEgG1yMzhDAU29Ww4ZlKfoJG6lX8hfm4/s/742285012/br/92499775471-l
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/210-veterans-affairs/10115-dha-s-it-innovation-continues-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/209-veterans/10116-63-000-veterans-benefit-from-va-s-compensated-work-therapy


3. U.S. Navy Service Members Sentenced in
Sweeping Corruption and Insurance Fraud Scheme
4. Enfield Man Charged with Defrauding the
Department of Veterans Affairs to Receive Benefits
5. VA launches new electronic health record system,
reaching milestone in Veteran care
6. New Kensington Man Indicted for Misappropriating
VA Beneficiary Funds
7. Owner of Local Technical Training School
Sentenced for Defrauding the VA out of almost $30
Million in G.I. Bill Education Benefits
8. You May Be One of the Many Veterans Getting a
Big Bill from the VA Next Month
9. Insurance changes could help disabled Veterans,
troops in the new year
10. VA to knock down Eagles’ Nest, build new
Veterans home
11. December is now the VA’s deadliest month for
coronavirus as deaths top 6,000
12. VA gets big funding increase in final fiscal 2021
budget deal
13. How VA TBI Ratings Are Evaluated for
Compensation
14. Veterans Affairs reverses plans to waste extra
coronavirus vaccine doses
15. Five Common Mistakes When Filing A VA
Disability Claim

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/225-criminal-legal/10117-u-s-navy-service-members-sentenced-in-sweeping-corruption-and-insurance-fraud-scheme
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/225-criminal-legal/10118-enfield-man-charged-with-defrauding-the-department-of-veterans-affairs-to-receive-benefits
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/210-veterans-affairs/10119-va-launches-new-electronic-health-record-system-reaching-milestone-in-veteran-care
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/225-criminal-legal/10120-new-kensington-man-indicted-for-misappropriating-va-beneficiary-funds
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/225-criminal-legal/10121-owner-of-local-technical-training-school-sentenced-for-defrauding-the-va-out-of-almost-30-million-in-g-i-bill-education-benefits
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/210-veterans-affairs/10122-you-may-be-one-of-the-many-veterans-getting-a-big-bill-from-the-va-next-month
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/210-veterans-affairs/10123-insurance-changes-could-help-disabled-veterans-troops-in-the-new-year
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/210-veterans-affairs/10124-va-to-knock-down-eagles-nest-build-new-veterans-home
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/301-covid-19-and-other-viruses/10125-december-is-now-the-va-s-deadliest-month-for-coronavirus-as-deaths-top-6-000
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/210-veterans-affairs/10126-va-gets-big-funding-increase-in-final-fiscal-2021-budget-deal
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/305-hill-ponton-veteran-law-firm/10127-how-va-tbi-ratings-are-evaluated-for-compensation
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/301-covid-19-and-other-viruses/10128-veterans-affairs-reverses-plans-to-waste-extra-coronavirus-vaccine-doses
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/305-hill-ponton-veteran-law-firm/10129-five-common-mistakes-when-filing-a-va-disability-claim


COVID-19 Vaccinations Begin at the
Veterans Homes of California

SACRAMENTO – The California Department of
Veterans Affairs (CalVet) announced that COVID-19
vaccinations are underway for skilled nursing facility
residents and staff at the Veterans Home of California-
Yountville. Walgreens began administering the
vaccines at the Home yesterday and will continue the
clinic through today. CalVet's eight Homes are
enrolled in the state and federal Pharmacy
Partnership Program with Walgreens and CVS.

"The relief at our Home is palpable," said CalVet
Secretary Vito Imbasciani MD. "As we roll out
vaccinations to all eight of our Veteran Homes'
residents and staff, we are continuing our efforts to
protect one of the state's most vulnerable
populations."

Vaccinations are scheduled to begin over the course
of the next few weeks at CalVet's seven other Homes,
with additional Homes scheduled to receive vaccines
as soon as next week.

https://www.gov.ca.gov/2020/12/28/governor-newsom-announces-partnership-with-cvs-and-walgreens-to-provide-pfizer-vaccines-to-residents-and-staff-in-long-term-care-facilities/


"Walgreens is very proud to be a part of this historic
milestone to begin administering the COVID-19
vaccine to our most vulnerable populations in
California and across the country," said John
Standley, president of Walgreens. "With more than a
decade of experience administering various vaccines,
we have the deep expertise to support this
unprecedented effort to allow our nation to emerge
from this pandemic."

Both the Food and Drug Administration and an
independent scientific safety review group formed by
California and comprised of experts from California,
Washington, Oregon, and Nevada have found the
vaccine to be safe and effective.

"The rollout of COVID-19 vaccines to CalVet facilities
across the state demonstrates our continued
commitment to the health of those who have given so
much in service to our country," said David Casey,
Chief Diversity Officer for CVS Health and Gulf War
Veteran. "We're grateful for our partnership with
CalVet and for our health care professionals who will
be deployed throughout California to bring peace of
mind to the state's Veteran Homes residents, staff,
and their loved ones."

Due to limited availability, the vaccine is being given
first to CalVet health care workers and residents in



skilled nursing, the first two groups prioritized in the
state's guidelines for distribution. As vaccine supplies
increase over the next few weeks, CalVet will provide
the vaccine to additional prioritized residents in the
Veterans Homes.

"Despite this positive news, the pandemic is far from
over," said Secretary Imbasciani. "The vaccine
requires two doses for full efficacy, and it could take
months before enough of the state's population has
received them to reach the safe threshold of
community immunity."

Even after vaccines have been made available to all
employees and residents of each CalVet Home, the
Homes will continue to follow strict infectious disease
control protocols and conduct regular testing to ensure
the safety of residents and staff. Each Home will also
work with county public health officials to determine
how and when to adjust policies for visitations and
social activities.

Stay informed: http://www.covid19.ca.gov.

http://www.covid19.ca.gov


The Veterans-For-Change website has been around
since 2009. The looks pretty much stay the same for
now, but in the background our new webmaster has
been working on a whole new look and feel, a facelift
so-to-speak.

Constant improvement and change are being done to
make our website the most user friendly “One-Stop-
Shop” website to find almost everything you might
have tried to find searching the internet.

Almost a hundred people have been involved;
collecting web links to documents now houses on the
VFC website, collecting thousands of web links for
various issues, illnesses and benefits. Creating forums
for all eras of service and two forums one just for men
and one just for woman where you can go question,
comment, share medical and personal concerns, what
ever you’d like it to be.

We also have a forum with for Mental Health and are
currently seeking a new Licensed Mental Health
Worker, where you can seek help or just ask
questions.

We average 1,884 hits per day, and downloads
average 2,637 per day with a total 7,001,819 visitors
as of Saturday morning.



If you subscribe you will have full access to the entire
website and best of all it’s FREE of charge! You just
need a valid E-mail address so the system can notify
us and once we approve the system will send you a
confirmation E-Mail.

www.Veterans-for-change.org

• Documents Library with over 19,939 documents in
230+ Libraries, added 86 documents on-line
(Updated: 12/25/20) 
• FAQ's on-line with 1,843 FAQ's on 104 topics!
(Updated 05/30/20 - 46 NEW) 
• Multiple Forums 
o Afghanistan Veterans 
o FMP - Foreign Medial Program 
o Gulf War & Desert Storm Veterans 
o Iraq Veterans 
o Korean Veterans 
o Men Veterans Forum 
o Mental Health for Veterans (Counselor Needed) 
o Political Issues 
o Suggestion Box 
o The Mess Hall 
o VA Hospitals and Medical Centers 
o Veteran Affairs 
o Vietnam Veterans 
o Welcome Mat 

http://www.veterans-for-change.org


o Women Veterans Forum 
o WW II Veterans 
• Job Postings 
• Memorial Pages (Updated: 04/23/20) (3 Added) 
• News (Articles On-Line: 10,129) 
• Polls 
• Web Links, more than 7,895, Added 86 New Links
(Updated: 12/29/20)

If you have a submission for the memorial pages, E-
Mail: Jim.Davis@Veterans-for-change.org

Jim, below are links to all currently active pre-written
E-Mails to many pieces of legislation. We ask that you
go to each one, and send the pre-written E-Mails, and
to also call your Reps or Senators and ask for their
support on a weekly basis!

Jim you don't need to be Active Duty or a Veteran, in
fact we ask all Veteran friends to also help! (Updated
12/31/20)

mailto:Jim.Davis@Veterans-for-change.org


1. Support Veterans Economic Recovery Act!
2. NDAA Amendment to Provide Benefits to Vets
Exposed to Agent Orange
3. Please Support Addition of Agent Orange
Presumptive Diseases
4. Support Amendments That Add Diseases Caused
by Agent Orange!
5. H.R. 6027, the Restore Veterans’ Compensation
Act
6. H.R. 5867, the STOP Veteran Suicide and
Substance Abuse Act
7. H.R. 95, Legislation to Allow Homeless Veterans to
Stay With Their Children While Receiving Services
8. H.R. 303, the Retired Pay Restoration Act
9. H.R. 553, Military Surviving Spouses Equity Act
10. H.R. 1527, the Long-Term Care Veterans Choice
Act
11. S 179 and HR 712, VA Medicinal Cannabis
Research Act of 2019
12. H.R. 1200, the Veterans' Compensation Cost-of-
Living Adjustment Act of 2019
13. S. 785, the Commander John Scott Hannon
Veterans Mental Health Care Improvement Act
14. H.R. 96, to Provide Dental Care for All Veterans
Enrolled in Veterans Health Care
15. H.R. 6590, DAV Supports Deferring Debt
Collections during COVID-19 Crisis
16. H.R. 6933, the Caring for Survivors Act of 2020

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9697-support-veterans-economic-recovery-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9736-ndaa-amendment-to-provide-benefits-to-vets-exposed-to-agent-orange
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9757-please-support-addition-of-agent-orange-presumptive-diseases
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9758-support-amendments-that-add-diseases-caused-by-agent-orange
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9795-h-r-6027-the-restore-veterans-compensation-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9923-h-r-5867-the-stop-veteran-suicide-and-substance-abuse-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9924-h-r-95-legislation-to-allow-homeless-veterans-to-stay-with-their-children-while-receiving-services
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9925-h-r-303-the-retired-pay-restoration-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9926-h-r-553-military-surviving-spouses-equity-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9927-h-r-1527-the-long-term-care-veterans-choice-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9928-s-179-and-hr-712-va-medicinal-cannabis-research-act-of-2019
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9929-h-r-1200-the-veterans-compensation-cost-of-living-adjustment-act-of-2019
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9930-s-785-the-commander-john-scott-hannon-veterans-mental-health-care-improvement-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9931-h-r-96-to-provide-dental-care-for-all-veterans-enrolled-in-veterans-health-care
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9932-h-r-6590-dav-supports-deferring-debt-collections-during-covid-19-crisis-2
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9933-h-r-6933-the-caring-for-survivors-act-of-2020


17. Support S. 3761/H.R. 7443 to re-establish VSO
review period on VBA decisions
18. Please Ask Your Member Of Congress To
Support Tester/Harder Amendment In The Fy2021
National Defense
19. S. 2950, the Veterans Burn Pits Exposure
Recognition Act
20. Tell Congress to Stand Up for Vietnam Veterans!
21. Ask Your Member of Congress to Support
Tester/Harder Amendment in the Fy2021 National
Defense Author

Barksdale AFB trains medics with
Tactical Combat Casualty Care

https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9897-support-s-3761-h-r-7443-to-re-establish-vso-review-period-on-vba-decisions
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/9899-please-ask-your-member-of-congress-to-support-tester-harder-amendment-in-the-fy2021-national-defense
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10036-s-2950-the-veterans-burn-pits-exposure-recognition-act
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10060-tell-congress-to-stand-up-for-vietnam-veterans
https://www.veterans-for-change.org/news/229-legislation/10061-ask-your-member-of-congress-to-support-tester-harder-amendment-in-the-fy2021-national-defense-author


Medics of the 2nd Medical Group are becoming a
whole lot more lethal, in a good way.

With the implementation of the Tactical Combat
Casualty Care guidelines and the TCCC training
course, Barksdale's medics are training to become
increasingly proficient in providing first line trauma
care and prehospital medicine in a combat zone.

Read More

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMzEuMzI2OTMyMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hlYWx0aC5taWwvTmV3cy9BcnRpY2xlcy8yMDIwLzEyLzMwL0JhcmtzZGFsZS1BRkItdHJhaW5zLW1lZGljcy13aXRoLVRhY3RpY2FsLUNvbWJhdC1DYXN1YWx0eS1DYXJlP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCJ9.KNMu8rwCBpwstMLlumxPh9vf8iapOg-9DHsqN0K0fkY/s/901428249/br/92566939660-l


Follow us on MEWE! The support staff at MEWE is
responsive, open to suggestions and works very hard
to protect your personal information.

We hope you will join us on this new site.

VETERANS-FOR-CHANGE

HOMELESS HEROES PROGRAM OF VETERANS-
FOR-CHANGE

AMVETS GROUP

VETERANS SOCIAL GROUP

{USAVET} SUPPORTING GOD & ALL WHO
SERVED OUR GREAT NATION

AMERICANS FOR SOVEREIGNTY

http://www.mewe.com
http://www.mewe.com
http://www.mewe.com/join/Veterans-for-change
http://www.mewe.com/join/homelessheroesprogramofVeterans-for-change
http://www.mewe.com/join/amVetsgroup
http://www.mewe.com/join/Veteranssocialgroup
http://www.mewe.com/join/usaVetsupportinggodallwhoserveandserve
http://www.mewe.com/join/americansforsovereignty


Thanking our Veterans and volunteers
for serving again

Veterans' willingness to help test new treatments for
COVID-19 means millions of lives around the world
will potentially be saved. VA leadership thanks them
for their service to their country and others.

The post Thanking our Veterans and volunteers for
serving again appeared first on VAntage Point.

Learn More

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjkuMzI1OTk1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ibG9ncy52YS5nb3YvVkFudGFnZS84Mjg2Mi90aGFua2luZy12ZXRlcmFucy12b2x1bnRlZXJzLXNlcnZpbmcvIn0.AU-bSpjaoRuK8lnWwRuQEZ5dxMbdKUABrskWYyphX9c/s/694915528/br/92465872517-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEyMjkuMzI1OTk1MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5ibG9ncy52YS5nb3YvVkFudGFnZS9jYXRlZ29yeS9oZWFsdGgvaW5zaWRlLXZldGVyYW5zLWhlYWx0aC8ifQ.nfaCvxMEDd__S2TZJejoopoDlSt4ff2yVOO8BM5-CQ4/s/694915528/br/92465872517-l


CLICK HERE TO FOLLOW US ON TWITTER !

Positive mood in older adults suggests
better brain function

Check out the latest in aging advances, research, and
events happening at NIA:

• Positive mood in older adults suggests better brain
function — Scientists, funded in part by NIA, have
discovered that healthy brain function may result in
maintaining a positive outlook. 
• Census Bureau releases interactive Story Map on
population aging trends — Supported in part by NIA,
this interactive visualization tool is designed to guide
users through a data-driven narrative using maps,
text, and infographics about population aging. 
• Genetic study in Sardinia shines new light on
disease and immunity — A team of NIA-supported
researchers reported important progress toward
clarifying how genetics influence the immune system,
with potential implications for developing treatments
for many autoimmune diseases. 

https://twitter.com/Veterans4Change
https://nih.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dca973015582e3c417f6296c&id=002d37eee5&e=1631b4eccf
https://nih.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dca973015582e3c417f6296c&id=4952647a8e&e=1631b4eccf
https://nih.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dca973015582e3c417f6296c&id=c1b2792b5e&e=1631b4eccf


• NIH researchers link cases of ALS and FTD to a
mutation associated with Huntington's disease — A
study team, including researchers from NIA, revealed
a surprising connection between frontotemporal
dementia (FTD), amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS),
and the genetic mutation normally understood to
cause Huntington's disease. This finding could open
new avenues for diagnosing and treating some
individuals with FTD or ALS. 
• Maintaining mobility and preventing disability are key
to living independently as we age — NIA-supported
researchers are identifying risk factors for physical
disability and developing and testing ways to prevent
or reverse loss of mobility to help older adults maintain
independence. 
• Mouse Aging Cell Atlas enables discovery of cellular-
specific aging changes in different cell types and
organs — Two studies, funded in part by NIA, used
mouse models to catalog and identify multiple cell
changes related to the aging process.

Read more of the latest NIA research news in the NIA
newsroom.

https://nih.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dca973015582e3c417f6296c&id=fa176c55a1&e=1631b4eccf
https://nih.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dca973015582e3c417f6296c&id=5fd8bd7e8d&e=1631b4eccf
https://nih.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dca973015582e3c417f6296c&id=a4e0d37193&e=1631b4eccf
https://nih.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dca973015582e3c417f6296c&id=4bdc1d5ad5&e=1631b4eccf


1. Lipari Foods Issues Allergy Alert on Undeclared
Milk in Backroad Country Spicy Cajun Mix
2. Divvies, LLC Issues Allergy Alert on Undeclared
Milk and Eggs in Vanilla Cupcakes
3. Amended – Flowers Foods Issues Voluntary Recall
of Two Canyon Bakehouse Products Due to Possible
Presence of Gluten
4. FDA Drug Shortages
5. FDA In Brief: Certain Lots of Sportmix Pet Food
Recalled for Potentially Fatal Levels of Aflatoxin
6. Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) (12/30/20)
7. Country Fresh Announces Voluntary Limited Recall
of SE Grocers Branded Party Tray with Vegetables
and Ranch Dip Due to Undeclared Allergens
8. Sunstar Americas Inc. Expands Voluntary
Nationwide Recall of Paroex® Chlorhexidine
Gluconate Oral Rinse USP, 0.12% Due to Microbial
Contamination
9. FDA Approves First Generic of Drug Used to Treat
Severe Hypoglycemia
10. Legendary Baking Issues Allergy Alert for
Potential Undeclared Pecan in Product Labeled as
French Silk Pie

VA launches single access point to all
VA contact centers

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)

https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/lipari-foods-issues-allergy-alert-undeclared-milk-backroad-country-spicy-cajun-mix?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/divvies-llc-issues-allergy-alert-undeclared-milk-and-eggs-vanilla-cupcakes?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/amended-flowers-foods-issues-voluntary-recall-two-canyon-bakehouse-products-due-possible-presence?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/drugshortages/default.cfm?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-brief/fda-brief-certain-lots-sportmix-pet-food-recalled-potentially-fatal-levels-aflatoxin?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-emerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/country-fresh-announces-voluntary-limited-recall-se-grocers-branded-party-tray-vegetables-and-ranch?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/sunstar-americas-inc-expands-voluntary-nationwide-recall-paroexr-chlorhexidine-gluconate-oral-rinse?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-generic-drug-used-treat-severe-hypoglycemia?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/legendary-baking-issues-allergy-alert-potential-undeclared-pecan-product-labeled-french-silk-pie?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


announced today, the formal launch of 1-800-
MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411), a single access point to
all VA contact centers.

The number is available 24 hours-a-day, 365 days-a-
year to serve Veterans, their families, caregivers and
survivors. According to VA, 1-800-MyVA411 provides
easy access to specialized contact centers as well as
an option to immediately talk to a live agent.

Responding to Veteran feedback on the challenges of
knowing the right number for VA assistance, 1-800-
MyVA411, serves all members of the Veteran
community seeking information or help.

Veterans and their families can still reach the
Veterans Crisis Line directly at 1-800-273-8255 and
pressing 1, by Chat or by texting 838255. The White
House VA Hotline is also still available at 1-855-948-
2311 for Veterans and their families to share
compliments and concerns.

When dialing 1-800-MyVA411, callers have the option
of pressing 0 to be immediately connected with a
customer service agent to answer questions or
provide a warm-handoff to the appropriate VA expert.

During the pilot phase from Oct. 1, 2019-Sep. 31, 1-
800-MyVA411 connected more than 1.3 million callers

https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/aefJgDEM7C7mUk0-qOh7pQ


with VA contact centers and experts.

1-800-MyVA411 provides information on:

• COVID-19 updates. 
• Health care eligibility and enrollment. 
• VA benefits, such as disability, compensation and
pension, education programs, caregiver support,
insurance, home loans, and burial headstones and
markers among others. 
• The nearest VA medical centers, benefits offices or
cemeteries to Veterans, VA Medical Center
operational updates and connection to VA Medical
Center operators. 
• Directory assistance and technical support for
www.VA.gov. 
• Debt and payment options.

For more information contact the Veterans Experience
Office at Vets-Experience@VA.gov

http://www.va.gov
mailto:Vets-Experience@VA.gov


1. Treasury and IRS begin delivering second round of
Economic Impact Payments to millions of Americans
2. IRS issues standard mileage rates for 2021
3. Year-end reminder: Expanded tax benefits help
individuals and businesses give to charity during 2020
4. How people can give back by becoming an IRS-
certified volunteer

If you received this newsletter as a courtesy or a
forward from a friend or relative, you can sign up to
receive in your E-mail every week.

CLICK HERE TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE VFC NEWSLETTER!

http://a-plusbks.com/news/13-irs-news-information/1449-treasury-and-irs-begin-delivering-second-round-of-economic-impact-payments-to-millions-of-americans
http://a-plusbks.com/news/13-irs-news-information/1450-irs-issues-standard-mileage-rates-for-2021
http://a-plusbks.com/news/13-irs-news-information/1451-year-end-reminder-expanded-tax-benefits-help-individuals-and-businesses-give-to-charity-during-2020
http://a-plusbks.com/news/13-irs-news-information/1452-how-people-can-give-back-by-becoming-an-irs-certified-volunteer
https://gem.godaddy.com/signups/193302/join


We know most Veterans have had issues both current
and in the past with the Veterans Affairs, and we’d
really like to hear from you!

So now is your chance to voice your concerns,
opinions, problems, compliments, advice, etc.,
anything you’d like to have heard.

We will be creating another category in the “NEWS”
section of the website called “SOUND OFF” and



instead of us continually sending this type of
information in fax blasts to all 535 members of
Congress, we will be adding to the website as we
know many members of Congress do watch us, and
this makes it a lot easier for us to track the number of
people reading the issues.

In addition, it might even open the door for your fellow
Veteran’s to see they’re not alone, and they too might
voice their concerns.

Your story can be as long or as short as you’d like to
express what you have to say, we can post as
anonymous, or if you want we can post your name to
the article, just tell us how you would like for us to post
your story and we will adhere to your request.

We only ask that you keep it clean from foul language,
and we will edit only to correct grammar, and if need
be to edit out any foul language as that is an almost
immediate cut off from Congress to pay attention.

Send your story to JIM.DAVIS@VETERANS-FOR-
CHANGE.org and we will get it posted as quickly as
we can. And if you have a title for your story that
would be fantastic, as we will be providing the story
title and link to Congress.

mailto:JIM.DAVIS@VETERANS-FOR-CHANGE.org


Veterans-For-Change, Inc.

Riverside County, CA

Visit our website today

www.Veterans-For-Change.org

Serving those who served!

Please pass on to all your Veteran Friends and
Family!

Please do not reply to this E-Mail, this is
an unattended E-Mail address, please

send all correspondence to:
Jim.Davis@Veterans-for-change.org

©2021 Veterans-For-Change.org | CA 92584-8870
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