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WASHINGTON, TUESDAY SBPTEMBER 18, 1973

CONTINUING INVOLVEMENT IN
. BOUTH VIETNAM

Mr. ABOUREZE, Mr, President, last
week two men of great expeitise In the
fields of Boutheast Aslan forelgn affairs
testified before the House Agls and Pa-
cifie Affairs Bubcommittes. Thelr state-
ments provided a very moving and en-
Hehtening account of evenis since the
slgning of the Paris ceage-fire agreement’ '
in South Vietnam and our gontinuing::
involvement and responsibility in those
events.

Don Luce, currently the director of the
Indochina Moblle Educatton Project,
spent 132 years in Vietnam and is the
anthorofthreebookaonthemtmt.ry
Fred Branfman, presently the eodirec
of the Indochina Resource Center,

Just returned from g T-week tour i’

South Vietnam and has condensed thou-}
sands of pages of notes frem this trip into
his statement.

Both statements attest o the whole .

realm of Aimerican Involvement in for-
elgn national police activity and the
effeet which this activity has on the Viet-

_namese population.

That the South Vietnamese penal sys-
tem is advised and maintained by the
United BStates cannot be argued. Our
support for this system and similar penal
organizations throughout the world
urgently needs io bo reviewed if it 1x
allowed to be continued at all. Qur in-
volvement in foreign operations of tor-
fure, survelllance, Internment and as-
sassination does not contribute In the

slightest way to the spirii of humani-
. tarianism In which foreign economic
' assistance was intended. -

Mr. President, I ask unanimous' con-
sent that the statements of these twe

gentlemen be printed in the Reconrp.

‘There belng no objection, the stale-
ments were ordered to be printed in the

REcoRp, 85 follows: )
) BraTEMENT oF DOK Luce

AMERICAN AESFORSIBILITY FOR THE VIETNAMPEEE

POLICE AND PRISON BYSTEM

The south Vietnamese penal system has|
been lergely created, sdvised and mnlntulned

by the United Btates.

During the past 8 years the US. ha.l spent;
wt least 131,700,000 on the south Vieinamess
-police and prison systems. Repression has in-
ereased stoadlly since 1687, the ysar General
Nguyen Van Thisu won tha preiidential elec-i
tlon and promptly jalled the ruimar-up tor

five years.

In 1984, there were only 10,000 N&tlonal
Police in south Viet Nam; by 1973, Amsricen
funding had allowed that force to grow to
over 120,000. These police Interrcgate, tor-
ture and epy on ‘the entlre population of.
south Vist Nam., They extort bribes Irom
those whose ldent!fication papers have not
been stamped by election oflciald, Whole
familles must make payments to-escape arrest

Senate

during nightly house searches. Even shoe
shine boys caught sleeping on the strests in
vuntbn of curfew must pay off the National
Police.

Demonstutiona by Buddhist monks, atu-

'1 dents and war veterans have been broken up

. by pollce who use tear gas by Federal
Lahoratories in Baltsburg, Pennsylvania.

The shackies which are used to Immobilire
prlsoners are manufactured by Smith and
| Wamson of Springfield, Massachusetts.

vineial interrogation centers, where the
wol:'! torture takes place, have been bullt by

. American coniractors. The TS, Departmt

. of the Navy awarded a $400,000 contract for

the construction of the “New Tiger Cagea™ to

 the American firm Raymond, Morrison,

‘Knudaonnwwn Boot. and Jones (mm—
' BRJ).

Tl'.?e us. A:ID hudget for 1974 set as 6-goal
the establishment of & “ceatral records 8ys-
tem containing 12 milljon individual blo-data
documentis and, 11,6 miltion dosslers.” To at-
tain this level of surveillance a vast amount
of police and computer work 1s required.
Without United Btates funds, the Balgon gov-
sroment cannot oarry out such a program.

Continued American invelvement in such
programs and policies is in violation of the

Jonuary 1973 Agreement on Ending the War

n.nd Restoring Peace which states:
“Immediately after the oeisefire, the two
south Vietnamese partiee will:
=achieve .nattonal reconoffiation and eon-
cord;, endl hitred and enmity, probibit ail
acts of reprisals and discrimination egeinst
individuals or organigationg that have col-
laborated with one side or fhe other;
*“Ensure the democratic liberties of the peo~
ple, peveons) freedom, freedom of spoeach, free-
dom of the press, freedom of mesting, free-
dom of organivation, freeddm of political ao-
tivities, fréedom of belief, fresdonm of move-

. spent, freedoin of residence, fresdom of work,

right to property ownership, and right 1o fres
enterprise.’ (Arxticle 11}

“Foreign poyntries shall not hnposo any
political tendency or personality on the south
Vietnamese people.” (Article 9)

“The United States will not continue s
military invgivenient or lrtervens in the in-
ternal affalrs of south Vistnam.” (Article 4)

“ ANl Vietnamess obrilinn persannsl captured
and detained in mouth Viet Nam shkal) be
tweated humansly at all times, and In acoord-
anoe with international preotice. .

*“They shall-be protectsd pgalnst all ylo-

lance to life-and person, in partioular.against
murder in any form, mutilation, torture and
druel punishment, and cutrages against per-
ponal dignity. The detaining parties shall not
diny or delay their return for any reason, in-
- cluding the fect that captured persons may,
uted or
sentenced.” (Protocal on Prisoners, Article

on any gmlmdl, have been '

o
Ih apparent

stales:

“In keeping w!.th the articles of the cease-
fire agreement, AID has terminated ite asslst
ance to the Nagional Police and to the Viet
namese Correetions Bystem.”

But & close tnspeotion of the facts thow
that contrery to the Paris Agreoment, th

liance with these nrtlales,
President Nixon's 1074 Budget Pmentat.lon

- U 8. ia pumping very substantial amounts of
mouey into the police and prison system.
Publio Safety was abolished-—but its pro-

. grams and funding continue. Public Safety

is now called Public Works, Public Admin-
istration and suppart.

Ttem charged to, amount:
Polics computer trafning, -

technloal support____________ $869, 000
Direct polce training, :

public administration____.__. 258, 000
Pollce telecommunieations,

public works____ .. ... ___ 1, B0B, 000
Public safety,

unliquidated cbligation_______ 1, 285, 000
National police sapport,

unliquidated obligation. ... 2, 472, 000
Corrections system support,

unliguidated obligation______ 30, 000
Pubilc - safety supplies, budget

req_um, Dept. of Defense_____ 8, 880, 000

15, 217, 000

Another 3.9 mitHon dollars of U8, tax
money 18 belng spent on prisons, police and
police telecommunictatons, under the Ameri-
can ATD programs (Title 34). Thig 13 money
that comes from the sale of U.8. commodities
donated to the Salgon government. The plas-
ters generated are thon put into a speclal
account. The use of these funds requires the
Joint appraval of the U.8. government and the
Baigon government. I am submitting te the
Commitiee 4 xorox copy of the American
AID. Program sestion on police and prisons
and & copy of the joint letter of agreement
on expenditures. The expenditure of the
ebove mentioned 3.8 million dollara for ac-
tivitiss in violation of the Parls Agreements
wae approved on February 23, 1978 between
Johh R. Maossler, INrector of AID/Viet Nam
and Luu Van Tinh, Director General of the
Bureau of south Vietnamese budget.

‘Thé preliminary 1674 Budget Presentation,
medde before the gigning of the Parls Agree-
ment, allooated funds to “establish, by the
end of PY "6, a central records system con-
taining 12 millton individusl blo-date doc-
umaents and 118 million dosslers.” Upon com-
pletion, this program would put two-thirds
of the south Vietnamese population under
palitical survelllance, What has happened
since the ceasefire? The goal 18 no longer
listed, but:

Survelliance mat.hoda are being taught to
police trainges in the U8

The . Computer Behm Corporation of ElL
Begundo, Callfornls, has reportedly received
& contract from the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development to provide computer serv-
foes to the police ngenciea in south Viet
Nam.

The U.S. contributions to the piaster budg-
ot of Public Bafeiy Telecommunications has

- doubled in the last year.

IMPACT OF REFREASION ON THE VIETNAMESE
‘““Thare are poliical prisoners in south
Vistnamase jafls and incidenta of abuse and
mistreatment do ocour,” Marshall Wright of
the U.8. State Department writes to Senstor
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Edward Eennsdy on August 1, 1973, Marahell
Wright does go on to assure the senator that
“in general, cases of abuse appear to have
occurrod in the process of, or just after,
arrest whtle detainess are still under police
control or interrogation.”

Thus, the UB. government admits that
there are political prisoners in south Viet-
namese jalls and that some abuse takes
place. But while the Stats Department claims
there are hetween 500 and 1,000 non-commu-
nist political prisoners, Amgnesty Interna-
tional claims the figure is oloser to 100,000
and the Committee to lmprove the Prison
Syatem In Viet Nam provides the location of
200,000 prisoners. {Documentation for this
estimate I8 included a8 an appendix). One
Vietnamese legislator has revealed that the
prison allocations for the 1973 budget allow
for 400,000 prisoners (Le Monde, March 14,
1973},

Th)la committes has received pictures of the
people paralyzed from shackilng and malnu-
tritlon. You have seen photoa of people
hlinded from the caustic lime thrown into
“16 tiger cages. The cases of Nguyen Ngoc

huong, Venerable Hanh Tue and others
tho have dled as & result of mistreatment
n the jails have been heard. I can only add:
#o pay for it all and therefore must accept
responsibility.

: THE FUTURE

The fatg of the 200,000 persons imprisoned
In Baigon's jails is & central tasue In deter-
mining the future of Viet Nam and American
Involvement there.

I would like to briefly review the impact
which the war has had on the majority of
the population of south Viet Nam to iius-
trate the significance of the political prisoner
issue and the polictes of represaion currently
being pursued by the Thieu government,

Beginning in 1965, when "United States
gtound and alr forces became massively tn-
volved ip the prosecution of the war, ten
million’ farmers, fishermen, craftamen ang
small merchants were driven from their
homelands. In less than & decade, a country
which was 85% rural beonme 85% urban.
More than 80% of the people were forcihly
relocated. .

The Balgon government and some Ameri-
can strateglsts did not necesaarlly consider
this flow of refugees to the cltias. a political
drawback, aince the National Liberation
Front was etrongest in the countryeide, while
an ever-growing Saigon police force patroiled
the oifies, . ’
¢+ Inttinlly, Vietnamess citigs were able to
[y economically (though not ecologi-
oally) the massive influx of refugees—thanks
ohlefly to the free-spending military, on and
off duty. Many refugees were able to make
& living working on or near U.S. military
installations. Some became construction
workers, translators or cooks. Others had to
resort to prostitution, black market opera-
tions, shining shoes, or dealing drugs. How-
ever menial or degrading the taaks, the pres-
ence of Amertoan troops, 500,000 of them,
did create an artificial economy capable of
eustalning the teeming citles. :

Eut the half million are now gone, and

* with them the millions of dollara thoy spent

annually. A rampant and perverse proaperity

has been replaced by pervasive sconomia.

stagnation and unemployment. InHatlon
continues. The government prints more
money to pay it bills. And monetary reserves
are rapidly diminishing, '
The prerequlaite for reversing thess eco-
nomic s is to return people to their homes
and get on with the business of agricultural
production, But the same political considers-
tlons which caussd the Salgon government
to welcome people driven out of NLF terri-
tory in years past are still in effect today,
Presldent Thisu i1s not anxious to have
people refurning unsupervised to thelr
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homes. Thus Article § of new Decree-Laws
lssuisd on January 2, 1078 states:

“Arrest and detain those persons who
incite people to create disorder end con-
fusion or to leave those areas controlleq by
the government in order to go into com-
munist-controlled zones or vice-versa. If
they protest, they will be shot.” '

in cffect, the millions of refugees croated
fn the last decade are now imprisoned in
refuges camps and squalld city slums,
doomed to futile and desperate lives by a

government too fearful of Ita own people

to allow them to go home. Inevitably, the
Vietuamese economic sltuation grows worse
and worse.

But the course chosen by the Salgon gov-
ernment-—confining its population to se-
cure arens—haa not beon without political
dangers of its own. The Ialtering economy,
corruption, and preoccupation with military
Bpending at the expense of soclal services
has led to wide-spread discontent.* Disabled
war veterans have demonstrated for higher
pensions and better medical care, students
have called for an ‘end to corruptlon and
workers have demanded higher wages and
an end to inflatton. The response of the
Thisu government to these and other de-
mands has been massive and indiseriminate
reprossion. The veterans have been savagely
heaten, the students have been Imprisoned
and tortured, and the union leaders have
been’ arrested and, in one case, tortured to
death.

The national police thue play the same
role in the citles as the army does In the
countryside. Wherever people are forced to
live, they are considered a potential enemy.

The consequences of such attitudes arc
now ohvious. Salgon’s suspicions prevent the
return of refugees to thetr ancestral homes.
Agricultural production suffers. The Inade-
quacies and depravation of urban Hring lead
to protests and demonatrations. More police
are required. A vicious ecircle of Increasing
repression and decreasing proaperity Is the
result,

The AID Fiscal Year 1974 Program Pres-
entation, “Indochine Postwar Reconstrue-
tion Assistance,” acknowledges the impor-
tance of resettlement and reconciliation, at
lepat verbally. But a careful sxamination of
the various programs presented reveals the
same war-orlented prioritles as in previous
years. And the emphasis continues to be the
funding and training of the national polico
and the maintaining and equipping of the
army. Military aid i3 still thres times greater
than economic ald. And & substantial por-
tlon of the “economic™ ald 1s actually de-
voted tq military programs. $80 million, or
one-third of the Commeroial Import Pro-
gram, and $#120 mlilion, or 80% af the Food
For Peacs funds, support 8algon’s army,
navy and atr force.

A POLICY OF CONTINUED AND INDEFINTTE U S.
AIh

The present policy of the Unlted States
means an Indeflnite commitment of money
and materiel, at a rate of at least 82 billion
& year, to an unpopular dictator in Salgon.
Much of the non-communist leadership in
south Viet Nam—Buddhist monks, rural
community leaders, labor wunlon officials,
Students, lawyers, and newspaper editors—
are in jall. Thése people represent the broad
spectrum of political opinton which lles be-
twoon that of the Saigon government and
the Natlonal Liberation Front. They alone
can effeot the reconcillation and accommo-
datlon necessaty to restore peace to Viet
Nam. But, they remain in Jaa,

Thousands of skilled Viethamess live In

*Less than 1% of American aid to south
Viet Nam le budgetod for health, education,
and sgrionlture in Fiscal Year 1974. NYT,
August 18, 1873.)
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exlis, opposed to the present Salgon govern-
ment. (More Vietnamese dootora live in
Franice than in south Viet Nam.) These poo-
ple, whether they are economists, artists, sur-
geons, engineers, or arohitects will not return
while their familles and friends are belog
arrosted and tortured and thelr children
being drafted. South-Viet Nam will have to
do without thelr skills snd rely op foreign
advisorsy.

4s long a4 the moderate, non-communist
opposttion tn south Viet Nam is thoroughly
repressed, National Liberation Front mem-
bers will not dare seek accommodation with
the Balgon government. President Thleu's
policy alma at the eradication of the NLF
but condemns south Viet Nam to endless
war and the American taxpayer to endless
expenditure.

The decision to prohlbit refugees from re-
turning to their homelands severely limits
the nbillty of individual farmers, and of
south Viet Nam ltself, to recover from the
effects of war. Those made homelesa by the
War can elther be encouraged t6 become pro-
ductive members of their communities agaln,
or to remain displaced burdens on the econ-
omy. Baigon has chosen the ‘latter option
and the accelerating rate of inflation and
dwindling foreign reserves testify to the dis-
astrous effects of that oholce."

‘The Salgon government mafintalns an army

‘of 1.1 million men (the fourth largest in

the world) and one of the largest per capita
police forces of any country.” At the same
iime ite expenditure for health, education
and soclal services is pitinbly small. With
deepening social unrest and ‘dissatisfaction
with unending war, no changé In prioritiss
can be expected. A police state creates a
viclcus eyele which requires: even greater
repressicn. e

The Untted States has nearly completed
the process of making south’ Viet Nam a
permanent client state, requiring &2 billlon
annually to suatain it,

Any money sent to the Thidu administra~
tion will he used to protect thiit administra-
tion from itse own people. Continued U.S.
ald to the Balgon government will be pri-
marily used for repression—it I8 the only
way thot Thiew ¢an atay In power,

Four hasic reforms are needed if the south
Vietnamese are to achieve s self-suficlent
economy and the basic freedoms which the
US. claimed it was fighting to provide,

I. All of the political prisoners must be
released,

2. Non-violent freedom of expression must
be allowed. .

3. There muat he freedom of movement
to allow the farm people to return home.

4. The Baigon government must begin the
demobilization of the armsd forces.

Only then will the phrase “peace with
honor” have any meaning for the long-suf-
fering people of south Viet Nam.

APPENDIX '

Political prisoners detsined by the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Vietnam+
June I, 1973 .

4 specinl prisons:

Total . 18, 200
Military prisons:
GO VAP o et 2,000
Da Nang, Nha Trang, Can Tho,
PlOlBW ool 4, 000
Other military prisons......._______ 8, 000
Total . ____.___. " ———— 12, 000
9 main prisons:
Chi BO8 i 2, 000
Gia Dinh. .. __ .. 3, 000
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Politioal prisoners detained Wy the Gov-
erament of the Republic of Vietnam®*
June I, 1973—Continued

9 main prisons-—-ocontinued

To
87 other provinclal prisons....... ..
District and village prisons._____:_ 68,000
Interrogation centers _..oeeceeane- a4, 800

* Source: The Commitiee. to Reform the
Prison System, Salgon.

BSTaTEMENT OF FAED BRANFMAN

‘My name 15 Fred Branfman. I am presently
Oo-Director of the Indochins Resource Cen-
$er, In Washington, D.0. I have been directly
involved with Indochina for the last 8 years,
a5 n U.B. government-funded educational ad-
viser and freelance writer in Laos 1967-71
and doing nop-profit research in Washing-
ton, D.C. from 1871 until now.

I have been.researching South Vietnamese
political prisoners for the past' 6 montbs,
studying the available literature and inter-
viewing informed sources in Paris, Bangkok,
Singapore, Washington and at Amnesty In-
$ernational in London.

The bulk of my testimony today, however,
will be based on & 7 week visit to South
Vietnam from June 8 to July 28 of this year.
During this perlod I interviewed over 80 peo-
ple, Including.4 current and 16 former polit-
ical prisoners, 16 relatives of political prison-
ers, 7 deputies, Senators, lawyers and judges,
and many Vigtnamese and foreign students
of the politieal prisoner question.

I will give an overview of what I found,
from the od before arrest to narrest
to interrogation to sentencing te imprison-
ment %0 the releasse of political prisoners.
I will also discuss attsmpts by the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Vietnam (QVN)
to avold releasing polltical prisoners, new
srresta, and concesiment of the prison situ-
ation from the world outside.

This presentation today 18 drawn from
1,300 pages of handwrittéen notes and over
1,000 pages of dotumenta collected in Snigon.
It 1a corroborated by documentation totalting
soveral thousand pages from dozens of for-
elgn observers and severnl hundred Viet-
namese, A ligt of many of these people and
written dooumentation available from our
office will be submitied for the printed record
of these hearinges. .

GVN ATTEMPTS TO AVOID RELEASE OF ITS

St POLITICAL FRISONERS

The GVN i3 clsarly attempting to avold
the release of the vast majority of ite polit-
joal prisoners, in clear violatlon of the Parle
Accord.

Independent estimates of the number of
political prisoners vary from 40,000 to 200,000,
While in Saigon, I was given & prison by
pricon breakdown totaling 203,000 poljtical
prisoners prepared by the Committeo to Re-
form the Prison Bystem. The Committee, Jed
by the Oatholic Pather Chan Tin, is made up
of leading Salgon intellectuals and students.
Ita estimates are based on interviews with
former prisoners, relatives who visit prison-
ers, sources within the prisons, and official
doouments. Many other Baigon leaders, such
a8 the Deputy Ho Ngoe Nhusn, also use a
figure of 200,000, I personaily found it to be
best source. :

Amnesty International, & London-based re-
search group on political prisoners, estimates
100,000. Journalists In Saigon tend to esti-
mate between 40,000 and 80,000.

Whatever the actual overall figure, how=
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ever, 1t 19 olear that the GVN intends to re

1ease but s small percentage. Its official posl-
tion since the ceassfire has been that it only
hoids B,081 civillan detainees to be turned
over to the Provisional Revolutionary Gov-
ernment (PRG). It has already released 1,600
or 80, leaving about 3,600 still to be released.
Its position s that all prisoners hesides thess
8,600 aro common-law ¢riminals who are not
covered by the Parls Accords.

By all ‘independent estimates, the avH
thus intends to hold 10s of 1,000s, probably
1008 of 1,0008, of its political prisoners,

These prisoners come from a wide varlety
of occupational backgrounds, Current polit-
ical prisoners whose relatives and friends I
Interviewed, for example, fell into the follow-
ing joh categories: high sohool or cotlege stu-
dent, writer, bank employee, electric or rall-

road worker, civil servant, Buddhist or Cro °

Dal monk, teasher, soldier, acoountant and
lawyer, Working in Satgon, I did not have
the opportunity to interview relatives or
friends of peasants. All ex-political prisoners
1 spoke with, however, stated that the major-
ity of the prison population comes from the
peasant class.

It appeared clear that the prisoners I
learned sbout were entitled to release in
GVN areas under the Paris Accords. All bad
grown-up in QVN territory. Most had been
active In demonstrations for peace or against
Presldent ‘Thleu’s ohe-man election. In &
number of cases I was shown officlal GVN
doouments lating their prison number fol-
lowed by “MTCT” signifying that they wers
politicat prisoners. Al had dented member-
ghip in the PRG and demanded to be re-
turned to their families. All had been sen-
tenced by either a miiltary court or security
committee, the two bodles which judge ci-
villans scoused of political offenses. Many
had been accused of such offenses as “‘weak-
ening the spirit of the army and people”,
clearly a political charge.

The main device used by the GVN to-jus-
tity holding political prisoners has been re-
olassification. This has been an attempt to
change their status to that of common-law
criminals, a category of prisoner whose re-
lease 18 not covered by the Parls Accords,

Re-classification began hefore the cease-~
fire and has continued since. It has been ro-
ported in lettera from priscmers smuggled out
of all the prisons, 4 women whom I talked
to 1n a prisoh hospital ward, for examnple,
told me that the Military Field Court had
coms to Tan Hiep prison shortly befors the
ceagefire and carrled out mass re-classifica~
tlons of political prisoners. The U.8, Embassy
in Saigon confirmed this praciice to Benator
Eennedy 1n a letter dated April 3, 1079.

In actual fact, sommon-law criminals are’

supposed to be sentenced by civil courts ao-
cording to the Bouth Vietnamese constitue
tion. Common-law criminals comprised a tiny
portion of the prison population befaore the
censefire, according to o judge, several law-
yers, and ex-prisoners I interviewed.

This widespread re-classification is proof
in and of itself that the GVN 18 holding large
numbers of political prisoners in violation of
the Paris Agreement. Any PRG member wha
had not been held on common-law charges
at the tlme of arrest 18 clearly entitled to
reléase as @ “civillan detalnee” as defined in
Article 8¢, Any non-PRG member not held
on common-law charges at time of arrest 18
just as clearly entitled t6 release undsr Ar-
tiole 11 which guarantses freedom of pollit-
ical action to all Vietnemese.

WEW POLITICAL ARRESTS IN VIOLATION OF THE
PARIS ACCORD

While in Saigon I learned that the political
prisoner problem has actually beenh inoreas«
1ng since the Parls Accords. Not only has the
QGVN spteadlly continued to arrest people on
political grounds, but it has even begun ar-
resting mambers of groups which had not
been touched since 1980,

During my stay in Salgon I could only dis-
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cover two groups which had not undergone
political arrests before tho ceasefire: labor
lenders and Oatholic priest. Three months
after the ceasefire, however, the QVN ar-
rested 4 labor union leaders: Mesara. Nguyen
Thua Nghiep, Dang Ten Bi, Nguyen Van
Cung, and Pham Van Hi. I learned in June
from released prisoners that Mr. Pham Van
Hi had been tortured to death in prison. This
was later confirmed by the New York Times
on September 4, which also reported that the
other men had becn sentenced to 18 months
by a military court. ‘

The trial of these men 1llustrates that the
GVN contlnues to errest on political
grounds, but now sentences on common-law
grounds to avold complying with the Paris
Agreements. During the trial Mesars, Ngheip,
Bl and CQung were. ch d with participat-
ing In & Communist piot to subvert the Sal-
gon labor movement. Bui they were charged
with “acting as apcomplices to wrong-doers”,
& common-law cffense.

I wes aleo given a Jist of 33 University
students arrested after the ceaseflre. All had
been candidates on siates for University elec
tions opposing pro-GVN student slates. In
terviewing University professors and relative:
of some of the arrested students, I found that
they had been moderates who had not been
involved in student politics before.

These arrests of labor unlon leaders and
moderate studenta were taken guite serlously
by Deputies and Senators interviewsd. They
felt that these arrests meant that the GVN
was committed to an ever-widening circle
of political arrest for the Indefinite future.

NATIONWIDE SURVEILLANCE

‘The story of political prisoners begins with
the nationwide survelllance to which all
Southk Vietnamese are subjected today. I
learned In Saigon that all Vietnamese over
the age of 15 are required to carry XD cards
on peln of imprisonment. These cards are
linked to a central computer containing blo-
dossiers of more than ten milllon Vietnamese.
Pvery family 18 required to keep a “Brown
Book” listing all people staying in the house.
Survelllance 15 ecarried out by 120,000 uni-
formed and plain-olqghed political police, a3
well as tens of thousandis of part-time in-
formers who spy on friends neighbors and
fellow employees,

I regularly saw uniformed police on every
straet corner waving down passerbya to check
their ID cards. When visiting nomn-com-
munist lawyer Tran Ngoc Lieng, I saw two
plain-¢lothed police perched on Hondaes in
front of his hofne, He told me they follow
him about Salgon on his daily rounds. A
Oatholic University professor reported that
he has several dozen students in hiz class
who have been required to report on him or
be forced into the army. A 16 year old textile
worker described his amazement when
arrested to find that the police had compiled
& dossier on him dating back {0 when he was
14. A labor unilon leader described belng
called into the police and shown photographs
which had been secretly taken of him while
he had been visiting familles of political
prisoners,

I encountered this survelllance apparaius
first-hand one night as I lay sleeping two
hours after the midnight curfew. I was
suddenly awakened by a loud banging on my
door, the ringlng of my doorbell, & flash-
light shining in my eyes and a voice shout-
ing “Police, Pollce. Opeén Up.” When I opened
the door, two policemen marched in without

. & warrant or explanation, As one checked my

closet, bathroom ' and rified through my
papers, the other demanded my I After they
left my room, they continued on from room
to room throughout the large apartment
house wbere I was staying.

Talking with long-time forelgn residants
and Vietnamese I found cut that this le a
typleal early-morning oocurrence for the
Vietnamese. Every night after curfew thou-




September 18, 1978

sands of police fan ot through the cfties and
hamiets of Vielnam oonduoting similar
raida. '
ARRESTS
38 priscners and relatives of prisonars re-
that arrests ocans take place anywhire.

At sohool, the market, work. People had
been snatohed off Hondas, ploked up strolling
down the street. —
. Moet arresis, however weore at night after
curfew. Over 20 people described the same
general pattern: 20 or 30 police entered
their homes in the early-maming houts. After
searching the home tharoughly, they srreated
one or more family members. 4 polica: re-
meained hehind, staying In shifts for periods
ranging fromn 2 weeks to 2 months In one
cass. .

The polioe rafused In all cases to teil the
families what hed happened to the family
member who had been . In some
cases they finally found out from released
prisoners or by receiving latters, usually after
6 months to & year. In other cases, they have

#never found out.

The mother of 18 year old student Nguyen

Phuoo Quynh Tien, for example, 1ast received

news of her aon three days after hia arrest.

on January 14, 1060. Bhe hag. had no news of
his whereabouts since. Although she knows
he was arrested, police deny all knowledge of
him.

Reasons for arrest vary widely. Mrs. Pham
Van Hl was the only wife of the arrested
labor lesders to be imprisoned. Friends as-
sume it was because her husband had been
murdered and did not want her to protest
it. The 16 year old textils worker mentloned
above was told he had arrested bacause
of an anti-American poem. which had ap-
peared 'In & magazine hs edited. Father
Minh, a Catholic priest, bellaves that hig
_father, an mccountant, was arrested In re-
taliation against Father Minh‘s activities for
poace. . . }

In most cases, howevar, it is peasants who
are arrested during mass sweeps., Father
Tron Van Thong, Catholic chaplain of Chi
Hoa and a firm supporter of the GQVN, told
me that mogt of the political prisoners at Chi
Hoa had simply begn hapless victims in mass

8 through their villages. A former

sWeap|
Fhoenix adviser, and U.B. army officer, told
me that US. officials had set monthly quotas
for arrest and assassination by distriet dur-
Ing his Phoenix service In 1060. He believed
that most prisoners were taken Indiscrimi-
nately by Vietnamess offioials trying to meet
thelr monthly quotsas. This point was &lso
repeatedly made by former political prisoners.
) INTEREOGATION .
All prisoners interviawed sald ihat aiter
being arrestad they were taken to an inter-
rogation center. Kept thers on an average of
two months, all reported that during.this
period they had po contact with the outside
world. They were not allowsd to contact law-

yern, relatives or friends. All were kept In

dark, airless lsolation cells for a portion of
thelr interrogation.

All prisoners reported that they had been
repeatedly tortured during the intsrrogation
period, The mowt frequent of.the many tor-
tures described were: .

(1) The electrio torture, where they satd
they were given electrio ahooks. to thé ears,
limbe or genitals, Al said that these electri-
cal shocks had affected their nervous system
and hearts. Visitors and doctors st Quang
Ngai hospital report that prisonsrs In the
prison hoipital ward frequently have pro-
longed seizures where they reilve the ax-

perience of belng tortured with clectricity. .

This wns not the case among the people I 1o~
terviewed, however. .
(2) The water torture, in which watar
would be poured down ihe throat, inducing
a pensation of drowning. The inierrogator
wotld then jump on the stomach, forcing the
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water cut through the mouth and nose, pro-
ducing & fesling of drowning, \

{(3) Varions forms of beatings. Prisoners
would be beaton with clubs, kicks or rubber
trunchoons while iying prons, tied to a chatr,
or suspended from the wall with arms tied
behlind baoks,

In sddition, women interviewed described
belng ped naked by tors and
being sub, to various apxual indignities.

In general, torture sesslons would last for
several hours—t h In some cases they
might go on for a day or longer. They would
bé intergpersed with meetlugs with police
who would demand that the suspect admit
working for the NLF, and accuse friends,
acqualntances or relatives of doing so.

In every case the torture period was ended
‘by the prisoner signing a confesaion prepared
by the police. The suspect wduld also be
forced to algn a statement saying that he or
she had not been tortured,

Amnesty International has written in a
recent report on politioal prisoners In South
Vietnam: “Torture during interrogation, or
a3 & disoiplinary measure within prisons, 18
no longer even motivated by a desire to

gather ‘Intalligence’ . . . torture 13 widaly
used a8 an Instrument of Intimidation but
a8 go oend In itself . . ., In many ingtances

torture has become no more or less than a
matter of habit.” )

‘This statement was borne out by many
of the prisoners I intarviewed. Mr. Tran Van
Hien, for example, was a blind ex-prisonsr
when he was re-arrested on May 4, 1872. Even
though blind, he wes tled to a chalr, beaten
and tortured with electricity repeatedly. Dur-
ing questioning periods police constantly de~
manded that he sdmit to both working for
the NLF and a non-communist group called
the Studente’ Commitiee For the Right To
Life. He at firal refused to admit momber-
ship in the NLF, peinting out that he was
blind, He also denjed being a part of the

‘Btudents’ Committee, Minally, though, he

says he oould not withstand the -torture any
more and was willing to sign anything the
police put In front of him. When it came
time for him tb sign he says thnt they did not
bother to acouse him of being a member of,

o Students’ Commtttes after all.

. Hiem says he saw a eign on the wall of
his interrogation chamber during his first
arrest which read. “If you are not gulity, we
torture you so that you admit gutlt; if you
are guilty, we torturs you so that you do not
commtit your crime again.” :

All ex-prisonere stressed that torture was
& matter of course. It often was not accom-
panled by specific demands untll the end.

- I wag particularly’ interested in the legal

proceas during my stay. In additlon o In-

tarviewing political prisoners, I also talked
to & great many lawyers, a judge and at-
‘tended & trial, [ o

Article T4 of the Constitution states that
“No citizen can be tortured, threatened or
forced to confess.” Article 7.6 holds that "A
defendant has the right to a dafense lawyer
for founsel In every phase of the interroga-
tlon, Including the preliminary investiga-
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a3 lomg as life in prison, A substantial num-
ber of political prisoners have been tried by
the Military Fleld Court, though Jess than
thoss sentenced by the Beourity Committees.

“The Military Field Oourt was found 1llegal
by the Bouth Vietnamese Supreme Court on
May 5, 1870. The Bu, Court ruled that
the Military Meld Court denied defendants
due procegs of law and scoess to lawyers dur-
ing the interrogation period and thereby vio-
lated Article 77 and article 7, paragraph 6
of the Consatitution. :

Despite this ruling the Military Fleld
Courts bave continued functioning up until
the present day. ’ '

On July 3, 1972, I attended a sesston of the
Milttary Pield Court. Although no political
prisoners were sentencad that poarticular day,
the process 1 the same for them asg the mili-
tary defendants I witnessed. .

The court disposed of some 20 defendants
that morning, Each was brought before the
Judge and intarrogated on his written con-
fesslon for &5 minutes or 8o, Then the prose-
cutor took over, screaming st the defendant
it he did not sdmit to all charges In his
confession before the court. This would slso
take abouk B minutes. A young publio de-
fender just out of law sohool would then
stop up and beg the mercy of the court for
hig defendant. 'The entire took about
10-15 minutes per defendant, At the end of
the morning the judges retired to their
chambers and returnsd after a short period
to read off the sentences for all 20 defendants.

No evidance was presented, for or agalnst.
zhm wore no witnesses, no Cross-examina-

on. .

I could only discover one case where po-
Iitloal prisomers were found innocent by the
Military Fiald Court. This was on November
18, 19T2, when the Salgon Miltary Field
Court found ¢ young members of the Young
Oatholio Workers innocent and ordered them
acquitted. Despite this, the young men were
not released. They were detalned hy the Se-
ourlty Committee, and later sent to Con Bon
island on December 28, 1072,

‘The provincs and urban Securtty Commit-
tees are quite separate from the Military
Pisld Courts and civil courts. They are, in
fact, not courWs but administrative bodies.
Mads up of representatives of the police,
military, province chief and public prosecu-
tor, they are empowersd to imprison anyone
for-up to “two yoars, renewable.”

I Interviewed s judge and former deputy,
both of whom had attended Security Com-
mittee meatings. They told me that the Se-
curity Commiites meets every few weehs. At
its meetings, the polloe chief wiil usually read
off thé acousationa for several dozen people,
reconumending & sentence for each, The other
members perfunctorily agree, rarely asking
questions or attempting to determins the
evidence against the accused. Defendants arc
almost never brought before a Becurity Com-

mitte. Nor 18 a lawyer present o represent

them.

-Ahout half the ax-prisoners I interviewed
had been detained by the Hsourity Commit-
tegs. In most cases they hed only found this
out monthe or even Jyeare after the hearing

tion.” ~+~had taken place. In some oases they did not

_All prisoners ateted that thiey had been
tortured and denlsd the presence of a lawyer
during the interrogation peripd. All lawyers
Interviewed stated they have never been al-
lowed by the government to msssist clients
during the preliminary interrogation period.
All showed me letters writton to the Min-
ister of the Interior asking the whereatiouts

of & political prisoner during Interrogation -

perioda, None had aver been answered.
Political prisoners are sentenced either by
Security Committees of Military Pleld Courts.
“The Military Fleld Court 1a a speclal court
of § military officers mppointed by President
Thieu. It is empowesrd to sentence people to

find out until afier being reloased fro:
prison. L

The 'Fhoenix program, under Ambassacdor
William Colby, used the Bgourity Committees
ag the main organ for imprisoning people
swept up by Fhoenix. As & result, the Secur-
ity Committees are probably responsible for
the sentencing of most political prizoners In
jallin Bouth Vietnam today.

‘Testifying befare the House In July, 1071,
Amhassador Colby admitted to Congressman
Ogden EReld that defendante have ho right to
Sounsel when being sentenced by the Be-
ourity Committee. He also stated that the
Becurity Committes 18 “an administrative
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- quate medicsal care.

proceeding, Dot & trial . . . As T said, I do
not think they meet the standards I would
like to see applled to Amsricans today.”
People sentensed by the Beourity Commit-
toes are often Enown a8 An Tri detainees. The
U.8. Embassy stated in a letter to Senator
Kennedy on April 3, 1973, that “the pro-
cedural safegimrds (in Security Committees)
are someowhat less that those which obtain
in the military courts. On the other hand,

* the penaltien imposed are generally less

severe. An Tri detaimess nesed nat be an-
cused of commitiing a specific criminal
act . . ." ' :

To sum up, it may well be pessible that no
political frisener has sver been proven guilty
according to due process of law a8 estab-
lished by the South Vietnamess constitution
or minimum internatienal standards.

IMPRISONMENT

The political prisoner is jailed as soon as
‘the intsrrogwtion perlod has ended. Most of
the ex-prisoners I interviewed were In jall
for periods ranging from a few months to a
yoar or two before being sentenced.

All prisoners interviewed statod-that they

were denjed adequate food, water and medis
cal treatment. They were:generally fed only
& few hundred grams of poor. quality rice o
day, snd given a small amount of water to
drink, Diseass was frequent, and many pris-
onera died a8 & result of being refused ade-

All’ prisonsrs interviswed stated that they
protgsted such conditions regularly, Pro-
teste were all non-violent, and ususlly con-
sisted of hunger strikes or loud calling out.

Most proteste took place in response to.an
unusual event. Since the ceasefire, for ex-.

- ample, prisoners have protested the death of

tnmates due to torture, beatings and/or lack
of medical care; the disappearancs of poll-
tical prisoners from thelr cells; the attempt
by suthorities to break up cells. with groupas
of political prisoners who have lived together
for years; forced fingerprinting and re-
olassification. . ’
Ex-prigoners described a wide variety of
what they called “'repreasions” or- punish-

" ments. Sometimes thess punishments were

in response to protests, sometlmes they hap-
pened spontaneously In response to minor
evenis such a3 a fow prisoners for refusing .
to salute the GVN flag setting off a chain
reaction,

Some of the most fréguently mentioned
punishments were: .

_ (1) Shackling In cells, for periods up to ¢
yeare In the case of ene man.I interviewed.
Beveral pecple I met had been shackled to
iron rods, in the “Tigetr Cages' at , Bon,
Including one man whose Iegs had atrophied
and were - paralyzed complefely. Shackling

doss not ocour only In the. “Tiger Cages”

or on Con Son sland, hewever. It 15 & common
form of punishment,

{2) Beatlngs administered by common-
law crlminals. Thess coriminals reosived
favored treatment from guards in return for
beating political prisoners with rubber
truncheons and clubs. Prisoners were usually
defenseless when- such beatings . were ad-
ministered, sither being tisd down or too
weakened from hunger to resist. ‘Beatings
were often given to whole cells at a time,
and the wounded then left to lay for days
afterward without medical care. -

{3) Piring of tear geas shells, throwing of
lime into cells. Thess would be carried out by
prison guards or military police. Once again,
political prisoners were left to choke from
the gas or burn from the lime without medi-
cal care or water after such punishments,

In addition to theae punishmenta, tortures

such as the electric shook and water tortures -

described above were also meted qut regularly
to political prisoners while in prison, Such
torture was ysually carried out as a punish- -
ment, though in some gases since the cease-

fire it has boen meant to force certain prison-
efs to change thelr confessions. .

Father Chan Tin described to me a rather
typleal example of prison punishment * *
December 1973, prison authorities at Chl Hoa
began removing political prisoners from cells,
attempting to break up close groups of peo-
ple. Students ted. Combat polios were
brought in who forolbly transported a few
dozen students to a dark room. There their
clothes were removed and they were shackled
by chains so they could not move their arms
or lege. Bitten by mosquitoes, given rice with
sand in it and water in buckets used for de-
feoation, they were forced to lie on a sand
floor which brritated their skin for more than
three weeks. They were not allowed to bathe
during this peciod. -

A Doctoral thesls submitted at Hue Uni-
verslty deacribes the following medical prob-
lems among prisoners at Con Son: berl berl,
“blavk leg” dilseass, eoxhaustion, broken
bones, paralysis, convulstons, stomach uler,
worms, malaria, mmoebi¢e and bacterial dy-
asentary, typhold and tuberculosis.
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The 16 ex-politiocal prisoners I interviewed, -

whe had betn in aill of South Vietnhem's
major jalls, all saild that their health had
been permanently damaged by their stay In
prison; The most common alments men-
tioned were tuberculosis, damage to the nerv-
ous system and heart osused by eleotric
shocks, permanent dimage to 1lmbs, and mal-

- nutrition.

Al stated that damage to thelr health was
due te deliberate mistreatment by prison au-
thorities. They described thelr stay in prison
as one of constant hunger, thirst, and ill.
ness, repeatedly punctusted by beatings and
torture: . .

The problems encountered by political
prisonera do not end with their release from
prison. All ex-prisoners interviewed reported
that they were unable to find employment,
forced to report to the police regularly, and
hargseed and surveilled by police agents,

The offices of the Young Oatholic Work-
ers, inhabited by 4 members who had been
released from Con Son In May, 1973, were
broksn into one night in July 1973, Former
students reported that they were net allowed
to begin thelr studies again at the university,
former teachera said none would hive them.
Seveial ex-political’ prisoners had not been
re-issued the all important ID card without

'which it was dangerouse to leave their homes.

3 political prisoners who had. been released

" frond Conh Son in February 1978 all told me

that police had forbidden them to return to
thelr home aress or talk with Amerloan jour-
nallsts, All sald they expected to be re-ar-
rested. ' .
This did in fact happen to several other
Con Son inmates who palked with the Catho-
lio Bishop Thomaes Gumbleton in April 1573,
Af s00n ag Bishop Gumblaton left SBouth Viet-
nam, they were picked up and placed under
preventive detention. -
. Knowledgeable forsign observers told me
that ¥ 1s most difoult for former political
prisoners who are peasahis. Life after prison
is almost es bad as 1o jail. Police chieis kept
released prisoners under constant survell-
lance, their movement was curtailed, fellow
vlilagers were afraid to hire or become friend-
ly with them for fear of attracting suspicion,
and they wers often prsvented from return-
Ing to their home villages. Several reports of

suioidee committed by released political pris-
‘oners ¢ame to me. i

OVN CONCKALMENT .

GVN attempts to conceal the political pris-
onsr altuation s one of the most serious as-
pects of the lasus, '

President Thisu told the American people
on April 8, 1978, that “anyone” wee free to
vigit the prisons. In a White Paper issued
in sarly July, the GVN stated that: “Peripdi~
cally ... the International Red Cross send (a)

September 18, 1978

inspsotion teams whioch visit the centers and
subsequently submit reports about their re-
spective conditions.”™

In Saigon I found that auch statements
were absolufely untrue. In fact, the GVN
waa pursuing & deliberate policy of eaylng
publicly ita prisons were open while in re-
allty keeping them closed.

Red Crosa officlals told me they had uni-
laterally suspsnded visite to prisons since
March 1072, because they were not given free- -
dom of acceas to and conversation with po-
ltical prisonera in private. I was given a Red
Croas presa release stated that . . . Because
of the restrictlons Imposed by the Qovern-
meont of Salgon to the visit of its delegates
in the places of oivillan detention, notably
the refusal te sllow discussions with detain-
ees without witnesses, (the Red Cross) de-
cided in March 1673 to suspend these visits.”
Red Oross officials also mentioned that even
belore Maron 1072, they were not given un-
regtrictod aocess to pelitical prigoners as thelr
rules demand. Their last visit to-Con Son
island was in Jhnusry 1089, and was restrict-
ed to military prigoners. o h

Numerous journalists told me they had re-
quested to visit specifie prisons and had been

' refused by the GVN, Throughout my stay In

Saigon the GVN kept setting new dates for

& propoeed prese visit to Con Son., Continu-

ally delayed, it has not yet taken place.
Commlitee To Reform the Prison System

: membérs were most distressed at, indications

that the GVN was atiompting to falsify Con
Son’s image for the foreign press. They noted
reports, for example, that paralyzed prison-
ers from thé Tiger Cages were being trans-
fered to other prisons on the mainlahd dur-
ing July. “Wet*had, always hoped that the
people of Vietnam ::nd. the world would one
day see for themssives the full truth of Con
Bon,” one member told me. “We hope they
will not be deceived by a staged visit to
impress the journalists,” he added aadly.

Red Cross offiolals told me that they regard
the following eouditions as appropriate for
one of thelr visits to a prison:

(1) Freedom to go throughout the prison,
interview the prisoners at random

(2) Freedom to talk with the prisoners
selocted in private, out of the presence of
prison authorities, using an independent in-
terpreter seleoted by the Red Cross

(3) The abllity to pay repeated visits to
the prison in guestion, ideally on a regular
basia.

It is clear that unless these conditions are
carrled out, paftlculariy the first two, any
vislt 'by the press or other outside observers
will be hampered. in its quest for the truth,

I plso discovered that slnce the censefire
the following groups or individuals had for-
mally requested and been denled permission
1o visit the prisons: A staff team of the U.S.
Henate Subcommiiiee on Refugees, Bishop
Thomas Clumbleton of Detroit, Bishop Guy
Belanger of Cansada, Profeasor George Lebel
of Quebes University Law School, a group of
Buddhist monks representing the An Quang
pagoda, and members of a4 Vietnamese Benate
Committes delegated to deal with prisoner
affairs, - ’

CONCLUSION

‘The US. Congress 1s seen in Balgon as the
hope for the release of political prisoners.

The Nixon Administration, all'sources felt,
wiaa clearly committed to continulng the im-
pose thé Thieu government upon the people

. of 8outh Vien}am. The Ifact that 80% of

Admvinistration Aid propogals are for military
and police aid, that police funding continued

- under sueh guises es Publio Works, and that

U.8. Embassy oficlals  deny prisoner mis-
treatment, were all regarded as evidencs that
the Adminlatration also does not intend to
push for prisoner release. People alac fre-
quently mentioned the fact that while T.S.
reprasentatives on the Four Party Joint Mili-
tary Commission in SBalgon frequently raise
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the ssue of UB. Missing 1n Action, they have
never spoken out about Bouth Vietnamess
prisonem.
many pedple stressed that it was
the Nixon Admmmuon whcl}nt hed pushed
the pollos effort eveloped it encrmousty
since 1969, The GVN, all aleo agreed, was of
course committed to continuing new politioat
mt.s.

Congress, it was felt, could rnuatl.cauy do
three things on political priscners:

(1) It could immediately send a delegn-
tion to vikit Salgon prisons, interview pris-
oners o' private chosen at random, with in-
dependent interpreters. GVN refusal to per-
mit guch & trip would raise the most serious
of gquestions about ita treatment of politioal
prisoners, Acceptance of such a visit would
help setile claims and counter-clalms once
and for all,

{2) Congress could cut military and palice
ald, maintain or increass the present minua.
cule funding for humanitarian programs,
Congressional stafl personnel could be sent
Ao ensure that money was not taken from
humanitarian programs to replace cuts In
military or police atd.

(8) Congress could allocate ald to the
GVN, but make 1t conditional upon the re-
lease of political prisoners and restorstion
of fresdom of the press, vote, assembly.

Many Vietnamess I talked with felt that
the aboye Congressional alternatives were
too mlld. Mos$ politically prominent Third

ities I talked with favored an
mmdute halt in all aid to the pregent GVN.
They hasloally argued that the long term
gaina to Yietnam by produeing peate would
outwelgh any short-term difficulties such an
sction might cause.

HNone of the Vietnamese I talked with felt
that Congressional sotion on behalf of the
political prisoners would be "medaling in
the internal affairs” of SBouth Vietnam, They
stressed that Cohgress was slready massively
intertering by supplying 90% of President
Thisu's budget and paying for a milllon-
man army, 120,000 strong police foroce, and
600 pdmitted pﬂinn.s They argued that Con-
gresalonal action to promote freedem in
Bouth Vietnam would permit the Vietnamess
to exercise their right to sslf-determination,
This would hy deafinition make them more
m.dnpendant from pressnt U8, “medditng™,

agree with such arguments.
1 also agree with those Vietnamese who urge
an lmmediate end to all aid to the Thieu
gowrnmont.

- Falling this, I cannot convey strongly
enough my belief that Congress must st
least take the more moderate steps of send-
ing a delegation to investigate the GVN's
prisons, cut military and pollce ald, and
mnksanyudaﬂomtsdtothemm
tlonal on its releass of political prisoners
and restoration - of basic democratic free-
doms.

It 18 not only that such Congresalonal

" sction 18 an urgent necegsity for Vietnam.
nlsﬂauthatnunhaupsmmumnt
American national interest.,

"There 1o & general consensus in this eou.n-
try today that our major interest in Viet-
ham 15 military disengagemant. I have found

‘no one who belisves that we should cone-

tinue spending billiona annually to support

& military dictatorship in South Vietnam.

geared only for war.

And yet this is- precisely what we are
doing,

The present Administration atd request
does not only mean that §f billlon in badly
needed domestio funds will go to South Viet-
nam thia year., For these funds will not
make refugees and war-viciims self-suM-
clent, they will not rebuild Bouth Vietnam's
economy. They will fesd & self-perpetuating
military machine which will nesd $2 billien
to. :u.rvlva next year. And the yesr after
tha -
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And where will it end? AN sources Inter-
viewed in South Vietnam falt that the GVN
refusal to allow ita opponsmts to compets
politically would snsure that they would do
so militarily. The releass of the politioal
prisoners, freedom of the press, froo elec-
tions ocould, it was felt, lesd to & political
solution. No one knew for sure.
asnod however, that the prosent situation

was leading to more war, not leas. .

We are hack to 1064 can fund
war, masked a8 economic ajd, and watch
our military involvemisns grow. Tt oan, for
exampls, passively pacs aid requests and walt
it what may be s valn hops that two or
three years from how the Executive wili not
present it with a request for reneswed UBS.
bombing in the wake of a military threat
to the GVN. .

Or Oongress can lsam from the history

‘of the past 20 years in Vietnam, It can

finally realies that the funding war only
produces maore war. It can turn to funding
peace, act for the releass of political pris-
oners, and finally cee true Aisengagement
from Vietnam.

Congress can serve an even deeper Ameri-
ocan interest, moreover, in noting for the re-
loase of political prisoners,

Anyons who goesa to Balgon today muat
ask him or herself: What kind of mentality
could produce this nationwids police ap-
paratus, this attempt to conirol and sur-
vellle 18 milllon people?

The answer i clear. And unssttling. It
18 s mentality which regards people as ob-
Jects, ohjects to be wmtched, traced, con-
trolled. It 18 & mentality which arrogates
to itself the right to arbitrarily remove any-
one it judges a threat from the general pop-
ulation, It i5. a mentality which uses the

longuage of freedom in public . . . even as

it seta monthly kill quotas in private.

And it 1e & mentality which grows daily——
as the Exeoutive bianches of today's super~
powera turn Increasingly to methods of police
control abroad and at home, You ses it in the
Soviet Unlon and Ozechoslavakia., You mee
it in Thelland snd the Fhilippines. And you
see it at the Watergl.te

You see it In U8, Public Safety documents
detatlihy plans to issue ID cards linked to
central - computers to 10 milllon adults in
Vietnam, And you see it in the wiretapping of
high officials and private oltizens in the
United States. You see it in U.8. Phoenix
directives crdering dstention without trial in
Vietnim. And you sae it Presidential inemoes
ordering llegal entry into private homes In
this nation,

Yor years now many Amerioans have
ignored the lack of de in Vietnam in

the belief that 1t would not affect thelr own

lives. Today we gee the meantality which plan-
ned 'Phoenix assassinations and buijlt the
priscns in Bouth Vietnam firmly in con-
trol of the highest Executive agencies of this
hation. Let us not daluds ourseives any long-

er that we can destroy fresdom in Vietnam|

and yet build 1t here at home. Let us see that
the relesse of Houth Vieinamese political
prinunaralsmeztnmhlyun.l:adtuthe preser-
vation of our own liberty. .

The release of Vietnamese political prison~

ars 1s not only an urcent political noeessity. |

however.

It s above all one o! the great h.aman im-
peratives of our iime, o hurasn crisis trans-
cending politics; ideclogy and race.

Avallable statistics are s moasure of this
human drama. Amnesty International setl-
mates that there are 100,000 political prison-
ors in South Vietnam. This is three times its
31,000 estimate for the Soviet Unfon, Brasit,
Turkey, Bpain, Ceylon, Partuaﬂ Angoln,

ue, Czec Eaxt Germany
and Sonth Africs combined. It the United
States followed the earme policy at home as
it does in Bouth Vietnam, there would be

N
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over one million Americans in jafl for thelr
politioal beltefs today.

Buch lhﬂsﬂm, bhowever, provide but a
faint refioction of the humean realities of
Iife in Eonth Vietham today.

How 1s one Lo messure the feclings of
ocountless mothers who have had their sons or

again? What numbers
can convey the sentiments of.tens of thou-
sands of hbuman beings eaught up i an end-
lesn twilight world of beatings, electric shock,

I do not know. I knhow only that one must
grope back to the darkest memories of this
contury to recall & Wme of similar mass
round-ups of men, women and chitdren, mid-
night arrests by uniformed police, and bru-
talization of ansarmed eivilians for their poli-
tical bellefs.
. And I know it must be stopped.

The Commjttes to Reform the Prison Sys-
tem has issued a call to world consclence in
thﬂo wordas: ER

“Forty years ago did not great western
writers, religious leaders,

of Republican prisoners? Were not voices
ralged more recently to plead the cause of
prisoners held by the authoritarian regimes
of Qreece and Braxil?

“When will a volce lke that of Dom

indisoriminatel
throughout Bouth vutm.m,"

Thé time for such a volce to arlse in Con-
gress and other high places in this nation has
come.

For let ts be olear,

‘We have entered a olimactic period in the
tge-old struggle for political freedom. Rulers
have dreamed for ctenturies of finding the
means to assert total political control over
thelr populations. Today for the first time
they have the ‘technology to do so.

There are certain threats against human-
ity which transcend national frontiers, polit-
1cal ideologies, reclal differsnces. The attempt
by the American Executive to control the
political behavior of 18 million South Viet-
namess 18 not only one of these. It is the
greatest such threatof our time.

The release of Balgon’s political priscners
will not only mark .4 turning point in the
history of Vietnam, It will long be remem-
bered as a landmark in the struggle for free-
dom of all humanity,

imprisoned
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