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Alvin YOUNG

Editor in Chief of “Environmental Science and Pollution Research”

For more than 40 years, Dr. Alvin L. Young has been an active researcher involved in numerous areas of
environmental science. He completed his Ph.D. in Herbicide Physiology and Environmental Toxicology at
Kansas State University in 1968. He began his Air Force career as a Project Scientist with the United
States Air Force in 1968, evaluating the fate of the tactical herbicides used in the Vietham War. In his 21
years with the Air Force (obtaining the rank of Colonel), he was involved with all phases of the Agent
Orange Controversy, from test and evaluation of equipment to environmental fate and health impacts.
During his years as Associate Professor at the United States Air Force Academy (1971-1977), at Colorado
Springs, Colorado, he conducted studies on the environmental fate of TCDD, including working with Italian
government on the environmental crisis at Seveso, Italy. From 1977-1983, Dr. Young was affiliated with
the Epidemiology Division of the School of Aerospace Medicine, Brooks AFB, Texas, and the
Environmental Epidemiology Unit of the Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC where his
responsibilities included epidemiological studies of Vietham Veterans. From 1983-87, Dr. Young was
assigned to the Executive Office of the President, Washington, D.C., where he provided advice to the White
House on environmental issues. From 1987-1998, he was a Science Advisor for the United States
Department of Agriculture, and Director of Biotechnology. From 1998 to 2001, he was the Director, Center
for Risk Excellence, United States Department of Energy, Argonne, lllinois. His expertise is on the
toxicology and human and environmental risks of pesticides and other environmental contaminants.

From January 2002 — March 2008, he was a Visiting Professor and Senior Fellow with the Institute for
Science and Public Policy at The University of Oklahoma, where he has recently completed a book on the
topic: “Agent Orange: A History of Its Use, Disposition, and Environmental Fate.”

Dr. Young has traveled to 32 countries sponsoring conferences, providing lectures, and conducting
workshops on issues ranging from Agent Orange and TCDD to Biotechnology. He has served as a Co-
editor for 4 different journals and has more than 300 publications in the scientific literature. He is currently
the Editor-in-Chief of the International Journal Environmental Science and Pollution Research.
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