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This-N-That

PTSD Awareness month is here, and we've found as much
information as we could and have posted to the VFC
website, you will be able to find the links to those articles
further down in this newsletter under "Links to Other
Stories."

There is information on how to determine if you are
affected by PTSD, what to do and where to go to seek help
and assistance, and information for friends and family
members to help figure out if you need help and more!

And as we find more we will certainly get it posted as
quickly as we can so please check back under NEWS,



scroll to the bottom of the page and look for the category
"Mental Health Care."

We all need to be aware of our Veterans around us and
their actions, words, etc., you never know, you could be the
one to save a life!

And if you are a Veteran who might be in distress, feeling
anxious, depressed, angry, even thinking about suicide,
PLEASE, call someone. A battle buddy, friend, family
member, the VA hotline, someone!

One suicide is just one too many!

Blue Water Navy is still in the battle of their lives and truly
do need your help!!

In the next block there is a link to their petition and we're
asking everyone to please sign the petition. Once you do,
look for an E-Mail to authenticate your signing. If not in
your in-box, please be sure to look in your spam folder.

And if you use a mail client vs. logging into the web, and
you don't feel the authentication E-Mail in your mail client,
please log into your account via the web and look for it,
then click on the link.

Then toward the bottom there is a picture with a red box
around it with phone numbers to call both your senators.
Please call them both every single week and kindly ask
them to please pass the Blue Water Navy Bill HR 299.



Finally the Senate passed S. Res. 522 which will designate
the week of September 23rd to September 29th as Gold
Star Family Remembrance week!

We can't tell you how much this was more than needed. To
take a week just to remember all our fallen husbands,
wives, sons and daughters who have made the ultimate
sacrificed of their lives for our freedom!

In the last two weeks we created a new category on our
web site under web links called "Health Topics" where
we've added 353 new links where you can read about
symptoms, causes, treatment and prevention for over 1000
diseases, illnesses, health conditions and wellness issues.

We still have approximately 3,000 more to add, but in time
they will be uploaded so do check back often, you never
know we might post a link to information you've been
looking for.

On behalf of our Volunteers nationwide and myself, we
wish you and your family good health!

Respecifully,

Jim Davis

Founder
Jim.Davis@Veterans-For-Change.org
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BWN Needs Your Help!




The United States government, through it's agency the
Veterans Affairs, has a DUTY to TREAT medical problems
associated with military service; COMPENSATE veterans
(or their families) for early death or disability associated
with their service; and MONITOR and DOCUMENT the
effects of government policy and MISTAKES that created a
higher health risk. For 50 years, VA has FAILED to monitor
and document the effects of Agent Orange on military
members that served in the "Blue Water Navy" during
Vietnam. Congress is attempting to "fix" this dereliction of
duty - and VA Officials oppose the change. We the people
support treatment and compensation for these medical
issues; and believe monitoring and documenting these
issues should be the responsibility of VA, not the individual
veterans.

Please sign, share on your page, copy and paste web link
into an e-mail and send out to your entire e-mail address
book and ask all your friends and family to sign, and
forward on to their entire e-mail address book too!

You don't have to be active duty military, or a Veteran,
civilians can sign too. 98.000 signatures are needed!

Click HERE
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https://petitions.whitehouse.gov/petition/senate-pass-blue-water-navy-vietnam-veterans-act-2017-passed-house-bill-hr299

Senate Must Pass Blue Water Navy
Bill

On Wednesday, the VFW joined other veterans service
organizations in sending a letter to the Senate Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs urging the Senate to pass H.R. 299,
the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2018, which
would provide long-overdue benefits to Blue Water Navy
and Korean DMZ veterans. It would also expand benefits to
the children of veterans who were exposed to Agent
Orange in Thailand and commission more research on Gulf
War lliness. The VFW calls on its members and supporters
to contact their Senators and urge them to pass this
important bill. Read the letter. Contact your Senators.
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https://www.vfw.org/media-and-events/latest-releases/archives/2018/9/veteran-service-organizations-urge-senate-to-pass-blue-water-navy-legislation-now
http://capwiz.com/vfw/issues/alert/?alertid=80552661
https://www.vfw.org/media-and-events/latest-releases/archives/2018/9/veteran-service-organizations-urge-senate-to-pass-blue-water-navy-legislation-now
http://capwiz.com/vfw/issues/alert/?alertid=80552661

REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVED
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ALL GAVE SOME, SOME GAVE ALL

September is Suicide Prevention
Month

Year-round, and particularly during Suicide Prevention
Month in September, the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) collaborates with the Department of Defense to
empower communities to take action to support our
Nation’s Service members and Veterans. Each community
across the country plays a role in supporting Service
members and Veterans, but as an individual you may not
know what to do or where to start.

You don’t need to have special training to support the
Service members and Veterans in your life, and we can all
do something to help someone who is going through a
difficult time. Even seemingly small actions can have a
huge impact: Preventing suicide begins with just the
willingness to Be There.



Showing your support can be as simple as sending a text
message — inviting someone over to catch up or sharing a
positive thought are both great ways to communicate that
you care. Your words could be exactly what an individual in
crisis needs to hear, and could be a reminder of the many
people out there who are willing to listen.

Here are some sample text messages:

“Hey Tom, haven’t seen you around in a while! We should
grab coffee this week. How about tomorrow?”

“Just letting you know I’'m here for you if you need
anything. Call me anytime!”

“Hey Amy, hope all is well with you! Been thinking about
you today. | miss you!”

When you sense that a Service member or Veteran is not
doing well, your words can help. You can make a difference
by just starting a conversation. Although it can seem
challenging, it is important to talk about difficult feelings and
experiences. Keep in mind: Asking questions about
thoughts of suicide does not increase a person’s suicide
risk. Instead, an open conversation can help someone feel
less alone and let others into the Service member or
Veteran’s experience — and feeling connected is shown to
reduce suicide risk.

Keep these best practices in mind when preparing for a
conversation:

If you believe a Service member or Veteran in your life may
be contemplating suicide, call the Veterans and Military



Crisis Line at 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1, send a text
message to 838255, or chat online. Qualified and
compassionate VA responders are on call 24/7/365 to
provide guidance on how to connect Service members and
Veterans with support and help keep them from harm.

Show that you are really listening. Remember to
maintain eye contact and turn in toward the Service
member or Veteran while they are speaking.

Validate their experience. Even if you can't relate to
what a Service member or Veteran is experiencing, you
can tell them you understand that they went through
something difficult, and show that you respect their feelings
about it.

Let them decide how much information to share.
Supportive and encouraging comments, rather than
invasive personal questions, will create a space for open
communication and avoid putting a Service member or
Veteran on the defensive.

Don’t be afraid to ask the question. When you are
concerned about suicide risk, it’'s OK to ask people if they
have ever thought about hurting themselves or taken action
to prepare for suicide. The answers can help you consider
next steps to take.

Simply reaching out to a Service member or Veteran in
need and opening the door for a discussion could make all
the difference. Learn more ways to show your support and
Be There by visiting www.bethereforveterans.com to find
more resources and information.


http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTE0Ljk0ODg4NjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkxNC45NDg4ODYzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4Mzg2MTQ0JmVtYWlsaWQ9amltLmRhdmlzQHZldGVyYW5zLWZvci1jaGFu
http://www.bethereforveterans.com

VA's Caregiver Support Line assistance is just a quick
phone call away. Whether you're in need of immediate
assistance or have questions about what services you
may be eligible for, the caring licensed social workers
who answer the support line can:

Provide you with information about assistance available
from VA.

Help you access services.

Connect you with the Caregiver Support Coordinator at a
VA Medical Center near you.

Just listen, if that's what you need right now.

If you're just getting started with VA, calling the Caregiver
Support Line at 1-855-260-3274 is a great first step to learn
more about the support that is available to you.
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Gold Star Families Remembrance
Week

On Sept. 6, 2018, the Senate passed S. Res. 522, which
designates Sept. 23 through Sept. 29, 2018, as Gold Star
Families Remembrance Week to honor and recognize “the
sacrifices made by the families of members of the Armed
Forces who have made the ultimate sacrifice,” and to
encourage all Americans to observe Gold Star Families
Remembrance Week by performing acts of good will and
celebrating the families of those who gave their lives for our
freedom. Read the resolution.
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Veterans-For-Change Web Site
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The Veterans-For-Change website has been under
construction since day one back in 2009 and every day
since then. The looks pretty much stay the same, but in the


https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/522/text

background constant improvement and change is being
done to make our website the most user friendly “One-

Stop-Shop” website to find almost everything you might
have tried to find searching the internet.

Almost a hundred people have been involved; collecting
web links to documents now houses on the VFC website,
collecting thousands of web links for various issues,
illnesses and benefits. Creating forums for all eras of
service and two forums one just for men and one just for
woman where you can go question, comment, share
medical and personal concerns, what ever you'd like it to
be.

We also have a forum with for Mental Health and are
currently seeking a new Licensed Mental Health Worker,
where you can seek help or just ask questions.

We average 2,900 hits per day, and downloads average
1,770 per day with a total 4,374,346 visitors as of Friday.

If you subscribe you will have full access to the entire
website and best of all it’'s FREE of charge! You just need a
valid E-mail address so the system can send you a
confirmation E-Mail. Once received, click on the link to be
authorized automatically.

www.veterans-for-change.org

» Documents Library with over 16,662 documents on-line
(Updated: 08/27/18)


http://www.veterans-for-change.org

« FAQ’s with more than 1,600 FAQ’s and answers
» Multiple Forums

o Afghanistan Veterans

o FMP - Foreign Medial Program

o Gulf War & Desert Storm Veterans

o Iraq Veterans

o Korean Veterans

o Men Veterans Forum

o Mental Health for Veterans (Counselor Needed)
o Political Issues

0 Suggestion Box

o The Mess Hall

o VA Hospitals and Medical Centers

o Veteran Affairs

o Vietnam Veterans

o Welcome Mat

o Women Veterans Forum

o WW Il Veterans

 Job Postings

* Memorial Pages (Updated: 01/11/18)

* News (Articles On-Line: 7,728)

* Polls

» Web Links, more than 4,020, Added 153 New Links
(Updated: 09/19/18)

If you have a submission for the memorial pages, E-Mail:
Jim.Davis@veterans-for-change.org

LI
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Blue Water Navy Bill Stalled in
Senate

Background: During the Vietnam War, veterans who
served in the offshore waters of Vietham drank, bathed in,
and cooked with water contaminated by Agent Orange.
They are now arbitrarily and unjustly denied benefits for
ilinesses associated with Agent Orange exposure. On July
25, 2018, the House of Representatives unanimously
passed H.R. 299, the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans
Act of 2018. This bipartisan legislation would end the
injustice of denying care and benefits to veterans who
suffer from life-threatening health conditions.

H.R. 299 is now stalled in the Senate. The VFW needs your
help to make sure this bill is passed before the end of the
year. If the Senate fails to do so, the bill will die and may
never be considered again.

Take Action: Contact your Senators to demand that the
Senate swiftly pass H.R. 299. The Senate must not delay
passage of this important bill while Blue Water Navy
veterans sicken and die from diseases related to exposure
to Agent Orange.

CLICK HERE TO TAKE ACTION
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http://capwiz.com/vfw/utr/1/HFADBBVKDJV/DVGIBBVKDKL/11742327126

September's Featured Song

Ladder Up To Heaven
By
LT Bobby Ross
LT Bobby Ross - Voice Of America

Previous Featured Songs

0= O G

Suicide Prevention Month: A
National Public Health Campaign
That Needs Your Support
Each September, Suicide Prevention Month inspires

conversations nationwide about a public health issue that
affects all walks of life. Although approaching the topic of


https://t.e2ma.net/click/i5yhsh/ydo78z/uqn4myb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/i5yhsh/ydo78z/ajo4myb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/i5yhsh/ydo78z/qbp4myb
https://t.e2ma.net/click/i5yhsh/ydo78z/mwq4myb

suicide can be challenging, it is important to have these
conversations with those showing signs of suicide risk.
Often, just talking with someone and showing support can
make a big difference during times of trouble.

At the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), suicide
prevention is our top clinical priority. You can help us serve
at-risk Veterans and others in your community by using the
peer-to-peer resources found on VA’s #BeThere website
and by keeping these tips in mind:

You don’t need any special training to discuss suicide risk
or show genuine concern for someone in crisis. Keep in
mind that talking about suicide does not increase suicide
risk.

Build conversations on a foundation of respect. Even
though you may not be able to relate to the other person’s
experience, you can show empathy by listening attentively
and providing receptive, nonverbal cues.

Sometimes you can help people feel less alone just be
letting them know you're there — whether through a simple
text message, a phone call, or an invitation for coffee or a
walk.

VA recently launched an online suicide prevention training
video, “S.A.V.E.,” designed to help everyone demonstrate
support and compassion when talking with a Veteran who
could be at risk for suicide. The 25-minute training video is
available for free at https://psycharmor.org/courses/s-a-v-e.

As a valuable member of your community, you can help


http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwOTEyLjk0NzcwODcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDkxMi45NDc3MDg3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4Mzg1MDEwJmVtYWlsaWQ9amltLmRhdmlzQHZldGVyYW5zLWZvci1jaGFu
https://psycharmor.org/courses/s-a-v-e

confront this national public health issue by simply starting
the conversation, sharing resources, and genuinely
connecting with someone in need.

Veterans who are in crisis or having thoughts of suicide,
and those who know a Veteran in crisis, can call the
Veterans Crisis Line for confidential support 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year at 1-800-273-8255
and Press 1. You can also send a text message to 838255
or chat online at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat.
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VA SEC'Y WILKIE IS WRONG ON
NAVY BENEFITS BILL

Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie's new opposition


https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/get-help/chat

to HR 299, the Blue Water Navy bill, is a misguided affront
to U.S. Navy veterans who have suffered for years with the
results of Agent Orange exposure, the head of a national
veterans advocacy group said today.

In a Sept. 6 letter to Senate Veterans Affairs Committee
Chairman Johnny Isakson, Wilkie expresses opposition to
the bill, which passed the House of Representatives earlier
in the summer with massive support and after years of
effort on the part of Military Veterans Advocacy and its
executive director, Cdr. John Wells (USN, Ret.).

"Secretary Wilkie's letter is replete with misinformation,
including an assertion that no scientific evidence supports
the conclusion that Navy personnel who served on ships in
the harbors and estuarine waters of Vietham were exposed
to the deadly toxins in Agent Orange," Wells said. "On the
contrary, multiple studies provide ample evidence that the
defoliant chemicals that were sprayed on land ran off into
these rivers and harbors and were pumped into the water
filtration systems of U.S. Navy ships. Not only were sailors
exposed to the toxin, but it was made even more harmful in
the distillation process."

Congress long ago authorized VA medical benefits for Navy
personnel who served aboard these ships, but the policy
was changed by the VA years later to only award Agent
Orange benefits to personnel who set foot on Vietnamese
soil. Military Veterans Advocacy and other organizations
have lobbied Congress for many years to pass the Blue
Water Navy bill, restoring these benefits. Now that the bill



has made it through the House, it is stuck in the Senate
Committee.

"Despite having widespread support in the full Senate, this
bill to restore rightful benefits to our veterans is being
stalled by one senator - Chairman Isakson - and is being
opposed by the person who should most be on our side -
Secretary Wilkie," Wells said. "Our organization supported
Sec. Wilkie's nomination and he told me directly that we
could meet to discuss this legislation. Contrary to his word,
he has declined to discuss the matter with us, and has now
delivered official opposition. This is beyond disappointing;
it's maddening.

"We will continue to fight this injustice and the VA
misrepresentations in the Congress and the courts. We will
not give up."

Was Paid For By A Veteran
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HANDS in Autism is seeking a
Special Education Support Specialist

We at Hands in Autism® Interdisciplinary Training and
Resource Center-- located in downtown Indianapolis, IN--
are focused on providing training, services and resources
for autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and a range of other
developmental and behavioral challenges since 2004. We
are contacting you today because you have previously
expressed interest in our mission and potentially sharing
our news when it is relevant to your audience. Today, we
would like to share information about our current
employment opportunity!

Special Education Support Specialist

This position will provide consultation in special education
related areas on a team of experts in the field of autism
spectrum disorder and other neurodevelopmental
disabilities across the lifespan. Additionally, it will provide a
range of consultation and follow up services at the Center
as well as within the community setting; provide basic
educational materials to families, school personnel, and
other caregivers and providers; create tools utilized for
education/training in clinical and research formats; assist in
research and student training activities; conduct ongoing
workshops and trainings to a range of consumers.

Duties and responsibilities include but are not limited



to:

Provide consultation to families, educators, and other
providers regarding appropriate and effective academic
programming within community settings.

Conduct academic and skills assessments for consumers
of the Center.

Administer standardized and non-standardized tests and
measurements to assist in identification of appropriate
goals for educational and other programming.

Participate in multidisciplinary team evaluations as needed
to aid in the completion of comprehensive evaluation of
individuals seen within this service.

Assist in the implementation of outreach trainings
provided within the context of the HANDS in Autism Center
initiatives.

Assist with the dissemination of basic educational
materials and research literature to help educate
caregivers/staff/professionals.

Provide innovation in service delivery with development of
workshops responsive to the expressed needs of the
community.

This position is listed here:
https://iujobs.peopleadmin.com/postings/66960

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact
HANDS Director, Dr. Naomi Swiezy at nswiezy@iupui.edu

You can also learn more about HANDS in Autism® by
visiting our website!


https://iujobs.peopleadmin.com/postings/66960
mailto:nswiezy@iupui.edu
http://click.e.iu.edu/?qs=7c33e668a98a90e2fd6eacafc6cb9938db2cb62d444fc90c7d725335bf3ad782a0a82f834619aa3123ad9021fcfc9384

We thank you for your time and encourage you to
share this information with any persons, newsletters,
or outlets you feel are appropriate.

If you are no longer interested in hearing from us, you can
opt out of receiving these emails at any time by clicking the
unsubscribe email at the bottom of this message.

Best regards,
The HANDS in Autism® Team

— KO D ——

CONTACT YOUR

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS!
To Call your Representative:
202-225-2305
To Call your Senators:
202-224-3841 or 202-224-3553

To call Different Members of Congress:
202-224-3121

TOLL FREE: 866-272-6622
PLEASE... STOP Making Excuses!
www.veterans-for-change.org
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Korean War Flag Presentation



The VFW was onsite yesterday at the Korean War
Veterans Memorial to witness Vice President Mike Pence
present an American flag to the Korean War Veterans
Memorial Foundation. The flag was one of 55 flags that
draped the 55 transfer cases of American remains when
they were repatriated from North Korea to American soil.
Even more poignant is that two soldiers have already been
identified from that transfer — Pfc. William H. Jones of
North Carolina and Master Sgt. Charles H. McDaniel of
Indiana (more details below in the MIA update). The vice
president, who participated in the Aug. 1 repatriation
ceremony at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam in Hawaii
said, “When | was presented this flag ... | knew where it
belonged. It belonged here on this hallowed ground, the
Korean War Veterans Memorial.” He continued, “We will
never relent in our effort to bring our missing fallen home.”
Read the vice president’s full remarks.
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-vice-president-pence-presentation-u-s-flag-korean-war-veterans-memorial-foundation/
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AMERICAN SOLDIERS

WILLING TO DIE FOR THE COUNTRY
THAT ISN'T WILLING TO PAY THEM!

Trump Signs Bill to Fund Veterans
Programs

Today, President Trump signed the first appropriations bill
of the year. The $147.5 billion package includes full year
appropriations for VA to start implementation of the VFW-
supported VA MISSION Act of 2018, streamline the
process for appealing decisions on benefit claims, reduce
the rate of suicide among veterans, and modernize its
electronic health care record. Full year appropriations for
veterans programs was one of several important issues the
VFW National Legislative Committee urged members of
Congress to finish before the end of the year, during the
VFW’s Fall Legislative Conference. Read the Joint
Explanatory Statement for H.R. 5895.


http://chrome-extension//oemmndcbldboiebfnladdacbdfmadadm/https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Joint Explanatory Statement H.R. 5895.pdf

DO YOU
SUFFER FROM
MILITARY-RELATED EEEEEEs

PTSD?

Veterans Crisis Line:
1-800-273-8255 & Press 1
Ntl Call Center for Homeless Vets
1-877-424-3838

TAKE ACTION NOW




Vietham Veterans Liver Fluke Cancer
Study

On July 26, 2018, Representative Lee Zeldin (NY),
introduced H.R. 6637, the Vietnam Veterans Liver Fluke
Cancer Study Act.

This bill would direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in
consultation with the Director of the Centers of Disease
Control and Prevention of the Department of Health and
Human Services, to conduct an epidemiological study on
the prevalence of cholangiocarcinoma in veterans of the
Vietnam era.

Bile duct cancer (cholangiocarcinoma) is a cancer of the
biliary duct system, which includes the gallbladder, bile
ducts, and certain cells inside the liver. One risk factor for
bile duct cancer is past infection with tiny parasitic worms
called liver flukes, which are found in the fresh waters of
Southeast Asia. Veterans who ate raw or undercooked
freshwater fish during their service in Southeast Asia, such
as Vietnam veterans, might have been infected. Once
eaten, the liver flukes grow to adulthood inside the human
biliary duct system. The irritation and scarring caused by
liver fluke infection can lead to bile duct cancer. Currently,
there are no available studies to show that bile duct cancer
occurs more often in Vietnam veterans than in other
groups.

In accordance with DAV Resolution No. 090, we strongly
support H.R. 6637 as it will help determine if this Vietnam



veteran environmental exposure can be linked to bile duct
cancetr.

Please use the prepared electronic letter, or draft your own,
to urge your Representative to support and cosponsor H.R.
6637. As always, we appreciate your support for DAV and
your grassroots activism in participating in DAV CAN.
Thank you for all you do for America's veterans and their
families.

Take Action

——-—::::—-——
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VA to Hire 50 Veterans Justice
Outreach Specialists


http://cqrcengage.com/dav/app/take-action?engagementId=490157&ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxDkj2AWEMcrMvk3evfVjinNhPERAQ3oqDIfsPDI2gEK8P90nSf6xZy6i9IdX1Uk6w8C-uK9XvXq21OiO9yFxjdAIh6DTuWCL-MiiMp0nXoNY&lp=0

The Department of Veterans Affairs will hire 50 additional
Veterans Justice Outreach (VJO) specialists as part of the
Veterans Treatment Court Improvement Act of 2018, which
was recently signed by President Donald Trump. The law
requires VA to hire these specialists within one year at
eligible VA Medical Centers. “By signing this bill into law,
President Trump is demonstrating VA’'s commitment to
supporting America’s veterans, particularly those who may
be navigating difficult chapters in their lives,” said VA
Secretary Robert Wilkie. “Since incarceration is often linked
to homelessness, mental health issues and substance
abuse, the VJO specialists will help facilitate these
veterans’ access to numerous VA programs and
resources.” Created in 2009, the program currently funds
314 VJO specialists across the United States. Read more.

——— T D ———

BROTHERS & SISTERS

WHO NEVER RETURNED
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https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5109

Senate Passes Defense
Appropriations and VA Extenders
Bills

On Tuesday, the Senate passed H.R. 6157, the
Department of Defense and Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education Appropriations Act, 2019, which
would provide full year funding for the Department of
Defense, and the Department of Health and Human
Services. The bill includes VFW-supported provisions to
ensure death gratuity benefits are never delayed because
of a government shutdown and to fund DOD research on
Gulf War lliness and Burn Pits. The bill provides funding for
DOD to implement the VFW-supported John S. McCain
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019.
The Senate also passed S. 3479, the Department of
Veterans Affairs Expiring Authorities Act of 2018, which will
ensure the continuation of important veterans programs to
provide child care, homelessness assistance, and travel
reimbursement for veterans, and authorize VA to continue
operations of the regional office in the Philippines. H.R.
6157 and S. 3479 await passage by the House of
Representatives. Read a summary or the text of the
defense appropriations bill. Read a summary or the text of
the Department of Veterans Affairs Expiring Authorities Act
of 2018.
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https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/senate-passes-final-defense-labor-hhs-education-appropriations-minibus-conference-report
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/6157/text
http://chrome-extension//oemmndcbldboiebfnladdacbdfmadadm/https://www.veterans.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/FY2019 extenders summary.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/3479/text

Thank You
For Your Service

Now Let Us Serve You!
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VA Nominees Advanced for Full
Senate Vote



This week, the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
advanced the nominations of two potential candidates for
VA’s leadership. Dr. Tamara Bonzanto is nominated for
Assistant Secretary for the Office of Accountability &
Whistleblower Protection (OAWP), and Mr. James Paul
Gfrerer is nominated for Assistant Secretary for the Office
of Information and Technology (OIT). If confirmed, both
would serve in critical roles within offices that have been
under scrutiny in recent months. The OAWP was
responsible for implementing the Accountability and
Whistleblower Protection Act last year, and overseeing the
discharge and disciplinary actions against senior VA
officials who failed veterans and VA employees. The OIT is
tasked with overseeing the new Electronic Health Records
program, a 10-year modernization of VA’s records system
which is considered one of the more substantial changes to
VA'’s operating procedures in decades. The two candidates
will now go before a full Senate vote for approval of their
respective nominations.
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VA-enrolled Veterans Eligible for
Free Flu Shot

Now through March 31, 2019, all VA-enrolled veterans are
eligible for free annual flu shots at their local Walgreens or
Duane Reade pharmacy. While this immunization program
is limited to VA patients, Walgreens offers flu shots to most
VFW members and their families through other coverage
programs, such as TRICARE, Medicare, and many health
care plans. Locate your closest Walgreens or Duane
Reade.
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https://www.walgreens.com/topic/duane-reade/duane-reade.jsp

Veteran Crisis Resources

Veterans Crisis Line 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1
Military Crisis Line  1-800-273-TALK (8255)

National Call Center for Homeless Veterans
1-877-4AID-VET (424.3838)
VA Caregiver Support Line 1-855-260-3274
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New Report on Veteran Services for
Women

At the direction of Congress, VA has attempted to respond
to the long-neglected medical needs of a rising population
of female veterans. A new report was released by DAV last
week that is a progress report on gains and remaining gaps
in VA services for female veterans. For more details, see
this article.
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https://www.military.com/militaryadvantage/2018/09/13/report-health-care-gaps-narrowing-remain-women-vets.html

TRICARE: No Referrals Needed for
Those Affected by Hurricane
Florence

TRICARE beneficiaries under mandatory evacuation orders
in North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia may see a
provider in any location without a referral from their primary
care provider due to the impact of Hurricane Florence. The
waiver applies to beneficiaries in approximately 40 counties
where state governors have ordered evacuations as
Florence approaches. Under the waiver, beneficiaries who
have or may need to evacuate are not required to get a
referral from their primary care provider to receive care in
the community where they’ve evacuated. The waiver
applies until Sept. 21. For prescription refills, if possible,
visit the pharmacy where the prescription was filled. For a
retail chain, one can fi