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Town Covers Up Agent Orange Scandal at 

Former Air Force Base 

TruthstreamMedia.com/April 3rd, 2014 

Whistleblower’s documentation of toxic contamination is ignored to protect community’s 
image, while reporters and advocates marginalized as ‘unprofessional troublemakers’ 
and ‘conspiracy theorists.’ 

Was Agent Orange, the notorious toxic defoliant used in the Vietnam War, buried 
improperly near the now-closed Chanute Air Force Base outside of Rantoul, Illinois? 

There are several whistleblowers and journalists that have been trying to bring the story 
to the public’s attention and implement the proper safety measures, but it seems several 
forces at work in the town and near the former base are less interested in containing the 
potential contamination that in maintaining the town’s reputation. 

A day after publication, the Rantoul Press’ general manager, Tim Evans, talked to me 
about the Agent Orange stories. Evans, a hefty 59-year-old newspaperman, said these 
stories “weren’t what community newspapers were about and made the town look bad.” 

[...] Evans told me the Rantoul Press would never publish any story about the possibility 
of dioxin in the water because it would ruin the town. Evans said no newspaper or news 
organization would pick it up. 

Hazardous chemicals expert and Chanute Restoration Advisory Board Member Doug 
Rokke brought forward documents and testimony from the whistleblower Michael 
Glasser showing that he handled and disposed of Agent Orange and other harmful 
chemicals near the base in the 1960s and is now 100% disabled from his activity in 
pesticide management and now has bladder, prostate and urethra cancer from his time 
in the service. 

Doug Rokke — a retired Army major who served in Vietnam and the first Gulf War and 
obtained a Ph.D. in education from the University of Illinois — said he has a contact 
who worked at Chanute in the 1960s and sprayed the defoliant on the base by Hangar 
3, other hangars and along Officers Row. 

http://truthstreammedia.com/
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Rokke said his source, who later was revealed to be Michael Glasser of Florida, told 
him he buried Agent Orange by Heritage Lake. 

“He met with several of us and provided us with documentation,” Rokke said. “He said 
he contacted the EPA, who blew him off. The same thing happened to me with my 
conversation with the EPA office in Champaign. He raised a concern because Agent 
Orange was deliberately and willfully used on Chanute Air Force Base. The individual 
who did it provided the documentation. He has a 100 percent disability as a result of his 
personal use of Agent Orange. That whole question came up. That’s something we 
need to look up and investigate.” 

But several accounts show that officials ensured that Glasser’s account was not heard, 
that Rokke would be marginalized and kicked out of public meetings and that stories 
would not appear in the papers about the dangerous chemicals that could cause 
multiple types of cancer and birth defects. 

Bajek further wrote in his lengthy, personal April 2014 account about his firing and the 
cover-up on Agent Orange and dioxins: 

Debra Rawlings, a former Rantoul Press reporter who once covered the RAB… [wrote]: 
“Reporter Bob Bajek is relying on information from RAB member and conspiracy 
theorist Doug Rokke” and “Mr. Bajek might consider that he is only as credible as his 
sources.” 

[...]It was when she was asking that question that Rantoul police entered the meeting. A 
police press release later said that someone at the meeting was concerned when RAB 
member Doug Rokke left the meeting after a heated discussion and returned with a 
backpack. When Rokke reached into the backpack, he was physically restrained by the 
police and then roughly led out the room for questioning. The action postponed the 
meeting for about 10 minutes. 

Rokke said the police released him and apologized for detaining him. They said a man 
from the meeting called saying he was making threatening gestures and was reaching 
for a possible weapon in a backpack. Rokke showed the police his backpack. It was 
filled with public documents. 

There is ample evidence here for concern about environmental contamination and 
possible harmful health effects to area residents, given the serious risks of Agent 
Orange and dioxin, yet there appears to be every effort to look the other way and 
pretend no problem exists… 

- See more at: http://www.thedailysheeple.com/town-covers-up-agent-orange-scandal-at-former-air-force-

base_042014#sthash.IsqqGyKL.dpuf 

 
Read more from this long Chanute saga, and maybe the truth will out at last: 
One Reporter’s Experience Covering the Environment in the Heartland  

Officials dispute claim of Agent Orange at Chanute 

http://www.dcbureau.org/tag/chanute
http://www.dcbureau.org/tag/chanute#sthash.Ag4RxyGf.dpuf
http://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/2013-08-31/officials-dispute-claim-agent-orange-chanute.html
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Illinois EPA Site Summary 2013 – Chanute Air Force Base 
Dr. Doug Rokke, Ph.D. – Former Director of the U.S. Army’s Depleted Uranium Project reveals toxic effects of America’s Military Operations 
Agent Orange toxic chemicals at Chanute Air Force Base 

Meet Doug Rokke: Chanute Restoration Advisory Board Member - See more at: http://www.thedailysheeple.com/town-covers-
up-agent-orange-scandal-at-former-air-force-base_042014#sthash.IsqqGyKL.dpuf 

 
 

 
Officials Dispute Claim of Agent Orange at Chanute AFB 
Sat, 08/31/2013 - 7:00am | Bob Bajek 

RANTOUL — A member of the Chanute Restoration Advisory Board told those 
attending this month's quarterly meeting that Agent Orange was present at one time on 
base. 

Doug Rokke — a retired Army major who served in Vietnam and the first Gulf War and 
obtained a Ph.D. in education from the University of Illinois — said he has a contact 
who worked at Chanute in the 1960s and sprayed the defoliant on the base by Hangar 
3, other hangars and along Officers Row. 

Rokke said his source, who later was revealed to be Michael Glasser of Florida, told 
him he buried Agent Orange by Heritage Lake. 

However, Paul Carroll, the environmental coordinator for the Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission, said the issue has been brought up before "in a report" of 
burial in either Landfill 2 or 3. 

"The report from some interview during the investigation process indicated there may be 
drums of Agent Orange or Agent Orange constituents that were buried in the landfill in 
one time," Carroll said. "That wasn't verified. We don't know if that was Agent Orange. 

"The constituents of the chemicals that were in Agent Orange were sampled for in the 
landfill, and that's when we found there were some very low levels, but they weren't at 
levels that would pose a human health risk, and the landfill is keeping that chemical, 
whatever it is, from migrating." 

Carroll said the Air Force has investigated 80 sites on the base after the report. 

"We monitor the situation and that's what we've done there," Carroll said. "We haven't 
been able to locate any components of Agent Orange on the base at levels that would 
require cleanup." 

http://www.epa.state.il.us/community-relations/fact-sheets/chanute-afb/
http://www.agoracosmopolitan.com/home/Frontpage/2008/04/17/02335.html
http://www.2ndbattalion94thartillery.com/Chas/AOChanute.htm
http://www.afcec.af.mil/shared/media/document/AFD-071108-034.pdf
http://www.news-gazette.com/author/bob-bajek
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Chris Hill, the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency project manager of Chanute, 
said this wasn't the first time he or his agency has heard this concern. Years ago, Hill 
said, an individual contacted him saying Agent Orange was used on the base. 

"We looked into that," Hill said. "There's certain contaminants associated with Agent 
Orange that the Air Force is already testing for anyway in certain pesticides. When we 
looked at the data comprehensively, we didn't see anything that suggested an Agent 
Orange disposal area or if there was widespread use of it. 

"We continue to be mindful of people coming forward in the past and look at the data 
coming in. It doesn't mean that something wasn't buried in one of the landfills or even 
used at some point, but we haven't seen anything that suggests any systematic use of 
it." 

Hill said the Illinois EPA will continue to monitor any information that comes forward. 

Rokke told the board during the meeting his source, whom Rokke said declined to be 
identified, met him and other people in Rantoul in early June. 

"He met with several of us and provided us with documentation," Rokke said. "He said 
he contacted the EPA, who blew him off. The same thing happened to me with my 
conversation with the EPA office in Champaign. He raised a concern because Agent 
Orange was deliberately and willfully used on Chanute Air Force Base. The individual 
who did it provided the documentation. He has a 100 percent disability as a result of his 
personal use of Agent Orange. That whole question came up. That's something we 
need to look up and investigate." 

Rokke said he could get Carroll and the others in contact with that individual and go 
from there. 

"It's a question that's been raised, and the best thing to do is now we have to look into 
it," Rokke said. "If there's no concern, we're in hog heaven. But if his concerns and what 
evidence he has provides awareness or concern to look into it, then we need to step 
into that direction." 

After the meeting, Rokke said Mayor Chuck Smith and Village Administrator Bruce 
Sandahl didn't meet with his source. 

Rokke told the Rantoul Press the reason Agent Orange hasn't been tested for on the 
base was because it was buried off base at Heritage Lake. 

The Rantoul Press called the source on Saturday after Rokke provided the contact 
information. The veteran, who revealed he was Glasser, released his veteran's disability 
paper, waiving his doctor-patient privilege. In the documents, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Board of Veterans Appeals states that "he has cancer of the bladder, 
prostate and urethra as a result of exposure to hazardous chemicals during service" as 
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an apprentice engineer entomology specialist in the Civil Engineering Insect and Rodent 
Control Division from November 1963 until his discharge in May 1964. 

The document said "he claims that he was exposed to hazardous chemicals and used 
insecticides, such as DDT, malathion, diazinon, benzene, chlordane, proidine and Agent 
Orange." 

Glasser was disappointed that Smith and Sandahl didn't meet with him. 

"It's really disappointing to me that they wouldn't even talk to me because I'm a veteran 
who served in their community; to see if I was even credible," Glasser said. "If it's true, 
there's a danger to the community. I feel that their lack of response is a failure in their 
fiduciary duty to the community that elected them and pays their salaries." 

Smith said he called Glasser twice, including leaving a detailed voice message on 
Monday morning. 

"I want to have a conversation, but it's hard if I can't get into contact with him," Smith 
said. 

Last week, the Rantoul Press asked Carroll for a copy of the Agent Orange report that's 
on file. Carroll said he would call back and provide a copy. However, Chad Starr, public 
affairs officer with the Air Force Civil Engineer Center, called instead and said Carroll 
would release a response "as soon as we can." 

Starr released a statement later that afternoon that states: 

"The document does not state 'Agent Orange' was disposed but does discuss the 
possibility, based on interviews with base personnel in or around 1983, that four 55-
gallon drums of the two herbicides, 2,4-dicholorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4-D) and/or 
2,4,5-trichlorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4,5-T) may have been buried at Landfill 2 or Landfill 
3." 

Those two compounds are present in Agent Orange, as stated on the Monsanto Co. 
website. Monsanto was a manufacturer of Agent Orange during the Vietnam War. 

Starr also released a report titled the "Final Focused Feasibility Study for Landfills from 
November 1999." In the 184-page study, the Air Force tested for 2,3,7,8-
tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin (TCDD) in the surface soil in 14 out of 36 sites and in the 
subsurface soil in 15 out of 40 sites. 

Andrew Mason, public information officer of the Illinois EPA, emailed the Rantoul Press 
last week stating the Department of Defense did not list Agent Orange usage at any 
Illinois site, and if the Air Force has the same conclusion, then "please understand 
where I'm coming from when I say that running a story that even suggests the possibility 
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of something like Agent Orange being present will create a lot of confusion and concern 
that is not warranted, nor backed up by any evidence IEPA is aware of." 

Agent Orange background 
Agent Orange, a code name for an orange-striped barrel, is a mixture of herbicides that 
was sprayed during the Vietnam War from 1961-71 to defoliate the forest areas so 
aircraft could target the Viet Cong while destroying crops that might feed the enemy. 

According to the Monsanto Co.'s website, a manufacturer of Agent Orange during the 
Vietnam War, the chemical contains a 50/50 mixture of unpurified butyl esters of 2,4-
dichlorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4-D) and 2,4,5-trichlorophenoxyacetic acid (2,4,5-T). The 
byproduct of the chemical reaction creates dioxin (2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin or 
TCDD), an extremely toxic chemical even in small dosages. 

The Associated Press has reported that Agent Orange has caused adverse health 
effects to many Vietnamese, including cancer and severe birth defects. The Air Force 
sprayed mass quantities at the Eglin Air Force Base Reservation in Florida (1962-70), 
according to a Vietnam Veterans of America article. 

"Agent Orange is never degradable," Restoration Advisory Board member Doug Rokke 
said. "It could still come out even if it's buried." 

According to a Veterans Today article titled "Agent Orange: A Deadly Legacy" (Aug. 20, 
2012), "Dioxin remains toxic for decades. It's not water soluble or easily degradable. It 
contaminates soil, foliage, air and water. It can be inhaled, absorbed through skin, or 
gain bodily entry through eyes, ears, or other cavity passages. It enters the food chain. 
Crops, plants, animals, and sea life are poisoned." 

Chanute was labeled a Priority Super Fund site by the U.S. EPA in December 2000 
after excavation proved there were volatile organic compounds, with dioxin being one of 
them. 

 


	0001-Cover Page.pdf
	Town Covers Up Agent Orange Scandal at Former Air Force Base.pdf

