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Veterans

MAY 2 2 199
Cormittee Manager, Advisory Conmttee on Health-Related Efects of Herbicides

Administration II\/Iemorandum

Mnutes; Next Meeting of Advisory Commttee

Interested Parties

1. Enclosed are the alplgroved mnutes of March 16, 1989, neeting of the
Advisory Coomttee on Health-Related Bfects of Herbicides. The next neeting
Is tentatively planned for Qctober 31-November 1, 1989. Mre information
concerning this meeting wll be sent to you in several nonths.

2. ror additional information on the Advisory Conmttee, call (202) 233-
A117 or wite to Staff Assistant, Environmental Medicine Gfice (108A),
Department of Veterans Affairs Central Gfice, 810 Vermont Avenue, N.W. ,
Véshington, DC 20420.

Donald J. Rosenblum

Encl osur e
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DEPARTMENT (- VETERANS AFFAIRS
ADV SCRY COMMITTEE ON HEALTH RALATED BHHECTS F HHRBI A CES

METI NG GF MARCH 16, 1989

A 837 a.m., Ir. Mchael Gough, Cormittee Chairpman, called the 30th meetln?
of the Conmttee to order. (The neeting was hel d in Room 119, Departnent o
\eterans Aifairs Central office, 810 Vernont Avenue, N.W., Washington, [OC
20420.) Apartial list of persons present (includingCormittee nenbers and
staff, departnent enpl oyees, and nenbers of the public who presented oral or
witten statenents) is attached. (See Attachnent A.) In addition to the
individual s identified, approxinately ten nenbers of public attended al or
part of the neeting.

Dxr. Gough noted that this was the second day of the Departnent of \eterans
Afairs™ (va). Sm March 15, 1988, Public Law 100-527 redesignated the
\eterans Admnistration as the Departnent of \eterans Affairs.) DOr. Gough and
several other Cormttee nmenbers commented favorably on their experiences

dur i {}g the previous day's Wite Huse cerenony to recognize the el evation of
the Veterans Admnistration to the Cabinet. (Advisory Cormittee nenbers were
invited to the cerenony by then Secretary-designate Derwinski.)

M. Edward J. Derwnski was sworn inas the first Secretary of Veterans

Afairs at the Wite Huse. Dr. Gugh noted that Secretary Derw nski, who
served 24 years as a nenber of the US House of Representatives prior to six

Years of distinguished service inthe Sate Departnent, woul d be neeting wth
he Advisory Cormittee.

Dr. Gough conmented that two conmttee nenbers, M. David w Gornan and

Dr. Janes S Wods, had planned to attend the neeting, but recent
unanticipated events had changed their schedules. Dr. Gough announced that
M. Joseph S carra also was absent due to Gapitol HIl commtnents. (M.
Carra joined the neeting later.) [Or. Gough acknow edged the presence of Dr.
Robert Levine, Chief of Preventive Medicine at Qur Lady of Mercy Medical
Center. LOr. Levine, a colleague of one of the Conmttee nenbers (Rchard A
?odgserl, MD, M.p.H.), has extensive experience in herbicide epi demol ogy and
oxi col ogy.

QD BH NESS

Ater brief renarks about the structure of the neeting and sone housekeepi ng
comments, the Chai rman revi ened the Department's response to the Committee's
suggestions and reconmendati ons from the nost recent neeti ng (Novenber 2,
1988). The nost obvious reaction was the change to a full day neeting, rather
than the half-day sessions that the Conmttee has had in the recent past.
tThls change was nade in response to the Conmttee's request for nore neeting

| Ne.

A the last neeting, it was reconmended that the Cormttee receive infornation
regarding the VA VietnamExperience Twn Sudy. In February, Conmttee
nenbers were sent the three journal articles published to date on this natter
along wth a progress report ‘specially prepared for the Conmttee by one of
the principal co-investigators. [r. ‘ugh observed that a great deal of work
was_done wth VWrld Vr 11 veterans who were twns and that thisis a very
frutful research effort. The coomttee was satisfied wth the information
received on this subject.



Aso at the last meeting, concerns were expressed about the data collected in
the Agent Qrange Regi str%. Questions Were raised regarding the use of these
data.  Dr. Gough noted that Conmttee staff had also sent Cormttee nenbers a
progress report, prepared for them, on these matters. He indicated that the
E{]I ncipal author of that report, DOr. Terry L. Thomas of the va's (fice of

vironmental Epi demol ogy, would be ansvering questions and providing
additional information later in the neeting.

Another matter discussed at the |ast neeting was the length, frequency, and
location of future Advisory Conmttee neetings. Several nenbers had expressed
their views that the neetings should be expanded to full day sessions rather
than the half days allowed Tor recent neetings. As noted earlier, this change
was nade. Snce the last neeting, Dr. Gough conferred with M. Alen E ralk
and M. Gornan (a tenporary subcormttee established at the |ast neeting) to
explore the P?SSSI bility of “holding neetings el sewhere to naxi mze public
input. Dr. Gough reported that there was no agreenent about a course of
action. M. Fal'k confirmed this and described his views. Dr. Gough reported
on behalf of M. Gorman who was absent. [r. Gough explained that there were
two ways for the Coomttee to get public input: go onthe road (i.e., have the
Cormitiee neet in various locafions) or invite a large nunber of people to
attend a neeti ng, In Vshington, DG After considerabl e discussion on the
advant ages and di sadvantagés of the alternatives, the Cormttee opted for the
second option (the VMshington meeting). M. Thonas Hagel vol unteered to
consol i date ideas for the "intake" neeting which would be fol loved by a
regular coomttee neeting the followng day (in Gctober or Novenber 1989} to
process and act upon what was |earned. ~ ldéas are to be sent to M. Hagel by

ril 15, (This infornati on was communicated in witing by the chairnan to
all coomttee nenbers on March 23, 1989 - see Attachnent B.)

Several formal recommendations were nade for submssion to the Admnistrator
during the nost recent neeting. Because three individuals (Gneral Thomas K
Turnage, M. Thonas E Harvey, and M. Edward J. perwinski) have | ed VA during
the past several nonths, and because VA has undergone considerabl e change as
It was converted froman age,nc?/ to a departnent, no formal response has been
recei ved fromVA to the Commtiee recommendations. Dr. Gough reported that he
had been told informal |y what the Coomttee mght expect to hear in the future.

He noted that the Coomttee had nmade a recomendation regarding the handling
of the Agent (range I|t|ﬁa1|on settlenent proceeds. Dr. Gough indicated that
he understands that VA thinks the extension of Public Law 100-687 to exenpt
non-VA Federal neans-based benefits a | ogical  expansion of existing public
policy, and therefore may not opﬁ(]qse |e§il slation that would effectively

I npl enent this recormendat i on. Is matter is under advisenent.

Anot her reconmendation urged VA to establish a liaison wth the National
Association of Sate Agent Qange Prograns. ‘since the | ast Advisory Cormittee
neeting, the New Jersey Agent (Fange Tonmassion, which had been a primary
supporter of the National Association, has been defunded. Agent Qange
pro%rarrs_ in several other Sates have recently termnated or "are threatened
wth extinction. Furthernore, the National Association appears to be rather
unstructured at present, wth no fornal charter or nenbership, officers or
staff, budget, etc. Until such tine as the status of the Association is
stabilized and clarified, VAwIl defer action on this reconmendation.
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Dr. cough noted that the Commttee had offered a rather non-specific
recommendation that VA explore the possibility of conducting a satisfaction
survey of Wi etnamveterans receivin Aﬂent, Qange Registry and rel ated

servi ces provi ded bP/ the VA DIr. Gugh said that VA'seens inclined to concur
al though consi derabl'e tine and VA resources woul d be required and the val ue of
such a survey seens to have dimnished in recent years. VAwould |ike the
Qonmttee to reconsider this natter, and to provide ideas and assistance in
devel oping a survey instrunent. if the Comittee is comtted to this

approach. ™ If the public neeting discussed earlier is successful, the need for
such a survey may be obvi at ed.

A the |ast meeting, the Cormttee also expressed an interest in the nandated
Agent Qange outreach program [DOr. Gough indicated that M. LadyneA Drash,
Deputy Dreéctor, Environnental Medicine Gfice, would be providing infornation
onthis nmatter later in the neeting. VAis seeking the Advisory Committee's
advi ce on outreach efforts.

STATE REPORTS AND O SOBS ON

M. Charles F, conroy, Jr. and M. ralk reported tothe Conmttee on the
status of various state Agent Qrange prograns, M. Qonroy explained that nost
of the Sates that have any programfocuS on infornation Sharing wth M et nam
veterans in their states and/ or "conducting surveys or studies. “He noted that
Sate efforts are declining, that is, fewer Satés have active prograns now
and sone_ongoing Sate efforts may not, be funded in the near future, He cited
his own Sate of Vst Mirginiaasaprine exarge, noting that funding has not
been provided for the next fiscal year. M. Gonroy provided a handout (see
Attachment Q listing which Sates had Agent Qrange programs/commissions/
studies termnated of ongoi ng.

M. ralk echoed M. Conroy's corments on the decline in Sate prograns.

He expl ained that while the New Jersey Agent Orange Gonm ssion hasS been
defunded, its research efforts (Prgect Pointman IX) IS continuing. M. Falk
expressed hi's confidence that the New Jersey legislature’s appropriations
rocess Wll restore the Comssion that he'chairs to full funding by the
udget deadline of June 30, 1989, M. Falk observed that what thé various
Safes now share in common is a serious scarcity of resources. He explained
that an uproar among New Jersey veterans appearS to have saved t he Agent
Qange programin his Sate.

M. Qnroy noted that nost of the Sates which have termnated their Agent
Qange prograns have issued final reports. He volunteered to prepare a
summary Of these docunents. Lawence B Hobson, M.Dn., Fh.D, Drector,
Environnental Medi ci ne office, offered to provide any necessary assistance to
M. Gnroy on this project.

M. Robert Boya of the Mirginia Departnent of \eterans Afairs briefly
reported on the Agent Qrange programin Mrginia, . H noted that Mrginia has
a survey inprogress, that "M etnamveterans are being registered, and that the
programis operating wth a very snal|l staff. He explained that his
departnent has utilized public service announcenents for this program
Information is currently being collected and collated M. Boyd Said the
specia tel ephone |ines woul d”be disconnected on March 3L
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M. Dwight Edwards of the i etnamVeterans Heal th Care Initiati ve Conm ssion
of Pennsylvania indicated that, incontrast to a nunber of states' Agent
(Qange efforts, his programw || be alive next year. He explained that this
program fornerly knownas the Herbicide Infornation Conmssion, has a budget
of $219,000. M. Edwards noted that the Commission is involved in researc
and outreach. Fve regions have been established and neetings are planned.
The Gommission includes four Sate legislators and three Vi etham veterans. A
large open neeting is planned for Allentown in April. M. Falk asked that the
results of that neetln? be shared wth the Advisory Gormttee. M. Ediwards
assured the Conmttee that he would do so. He also noted that the Gonm ssion
had published a physician's reference to educate physicians and other health
care professional s about the problens encountered by M etnam veterans.

George Lunb, MD, M.R.C.P., conq[at ulated M. Edwards and the Pennsyl vania
Gonmssion on its progress.. DOr. Lunb argued that the Gonmssion had'taken an
inportant and useful Step in broadening Tts scope beyond Agent (Qrange and

her bi ci de concerns. He also noted that there seemed to be better

communi cations and a greater degree of trust.

Tur ner CarHJ, MD, asked about VA participation in Pennsyl vani a neetings.
M. Edwards indicated that VA had been very cooperative.” He expressed his
appreci ation that VA enpl oyees have been invol ved during non-working hours.

Dr. Gough asked why so many Sates had termnated their Agent Orange-related
prograns. M. conroy cited the lack of financial resources in nmany Sates and
the grow ngf acceptance that this issue is a Federal issue and not a Sate
probl em . Canp noted that the Federal budget situation is not very good
either, and that VAis [imted inwhat it candointhisregard. M. Falk
noted that sone Sates (New Jersey, for exanple) have a definite interest in
dioxi n aside fromits possible effects on Vietnamveterans. He |amented the
tough budget situation on both the Sate and Federal |evels.

Dr. Lunb declared that greater education was required, that the issues are
interrelated, and that a central collection point was desirable in viewof the
enornous anount of information that seened to be scattered around.

M. Edwards urged Vietnamveterans to let responsible peoPI e in gover nnent
know what concerns themand then support those who SUE)pOf them™ He said that
they shoul d vote, organize, and work through the political structure to

achieve their objectives.

Dr. Hodder observed that there has been a change in thene. He suggested that
dioxinis not the massive problemit was once perceived, and that Sate
interest was waning considerably. He said thal we should | ook at the generic
issue, that while “Agent Orange® draws a great deal of attention, it may not
be the problem He noted that in working on this issue we have |earned about
howto deal nore effectively with [arger problens. pr. Hodder argued that the
Federal and Sate governnents had distinct raes: the Federal governnent
should focus on scientific research and the Sates concentrate on infornation
sharing. .

M. Falk said that the identification of the problemcan be quite conplex. He
noted that while broad i etnamveterans studi es have proven reassuring, the
results have been attacked by sone veterans because of the lack of Agent

Oantf;,e specificity. He noted that sone critics charge that the governnent is
not Tinding a cause-and-effect relationship because I't is not |ooking hard
enough or Is intentionally covering up test results.
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RENARKS BY THE SEHGRETARY (P VETERANS AFFAIRS

Scretary perwinski declared that VA maintains an open mnd on the issues that
the Commttee is considering. He noted that there Is a great deal of interest
in Gngress in the Agent. Qange controversy. Secretary Derw nski  thanked the
Gmrmttee for its objectivity and the assistance that it has provided VA He
conmented that there has beéen sone conflicting opinions in the intense debate
about Agent (range and expressed his sincere appreciation for the efforts of
the Conmttee innoving toward a sound resol ution of this natter. The
Secretary wel coned suggestions and recommendations fromthe Cormttee.

STATE REPCRTS AND pIscussIoN (continued)

Fol lowng the secretary's remarks, the Cormttee resuned its discussion on how
the Sates could be a nore effectjve resource to Mietnamveterans worried
about possible Agent (range health problens. M. Philip R WIkerson urged
the VAto work t rou\%h the Sate Departnents of Veterans Aifairs. M. Conroy
noted that the st Virginia Departnent of Veterans Affairs has 17 field
offices. Dr. numb argued that we al|l need to carefully explain what the
roblens are. Mr. Hagel conmented that for the Sates'to be effective, they
ave to obtain the necessary resources. A unified force is required to get
the essential funding. M. Hagel urged Vietnamveterans to ta'k "nunbers"
rather than norality when seeking Sate funding. M. Gnroy concurred. He
described an Anerican Legion-\eterans of Foreign Vrs coalifion in st
Virginia, but he indicated that this force was weakened by a perception of
fragnentation of views between the organizations. M. Pralkexplained that in
New Jersey the Wrld Vr |1 and Vi etnamveterans gai ned, support by agreeing to
back each other. It was decided that the Advisory Coomttee should get a
better understanding of the role of the National ‘Association of State
Drectors of Veterans Aifairs. Aninvitation wll be issued to that group
prior to the next neeting.

Vvso REPCRIS

M. Wlikerson indicated that M. Rchard S Christian woul d have a substantive
report on The Anerican Legion-Columbia Lhiversity \ietnam\Veterans Sudy |ater
inthe rrteetl ng and that presentation woul d constitute the report of this
organi zat i on.

Dr. Canp noted that the Veterans of Foreign Vérs of the Lhited Sates (vrw)
continues to assune an active role in the Agent Qrange issue. He cited
several recent VFWpublications wth articlés on this subject. Dr. Canp
reported that there wll be a VFWservice officers neeting in late April in
Phoenix, and that he wil get sone feedback for the Advisory Cormttee. He
expl ained that Agent Oan?e I's always discussed at these neetings, but that he
woul d make a special point of soliciting feedback in view of the committee's
interest in learning nore about veterans' satisfaction wth services offered
tothem He aso reported that the VFWhas been active in supporting ,

| egislation on behal f of MV etnam veterans exposed to herbicides during their
mlitary servicee. DOr. Canp cited March 7, testinmony before a joint
hearings of the Huse and Senate Cormttees on \eterans' “Affairs as evidence
of hiS organization's commtnent to these veterans.



LEGAL/LEGISLATIVE ACTIM Tl ES

Mr. Hagel reported that S 11, 100th congress, which had been passed by both
the US House of Representatives and Senate prior to the last Advisory
Gmttee meeting, WAS Si &%ed into law (Rudlic Law 100-687) by President
Reagan on Novenber 18, 1988 The lawcontained a Title x11--Agent Orange and
Related Provisions., S nce each of these provisions were discussed at the |ast
meeting, M. Bagel focused on the issue of howthe proceeds fromthe
settlenent inthe case of In re Agent Qrange Product Liability Litigation in
the onited Sates Ostrict Qourt for the Eastern Dstrict of New York (MDL Nb.
381) should be treated. (This is the class action lawsuit brought by M etnam
veterans and their families against the nanufacturers of Agent Orange.) He
noted that the newlawrequired that the settlenent proceeds be treated for
purposes of |aws admnistered by va as reinbursenent for prior unreimbursed
nedi cal expenses and that np such paynent be countabl e incong for any such
pur pose. . Hagel noted that thi's 1anguage was consistent wth theAdvisory
Committee's ear|y recommendation but did not go are far as the Advisory
Comttee woul d 1nprotecting the settlenent funds. For exanple, while the

| aw exenpted the settlenent mnne?/ fromconsideration for needs-based VA
benefits, it did not deal with other Federal needs-based prograns. S nce nany
of the potential recipients of the settlenent are totally disabled, it is
thought that alarge nunber of these individual s may be affected.

M. Hagel reported that Senator Moynihan had recently introduced |egislation
to rectify this situation. S 263 10lst Gongress, woul d excl ude Agent Qange
settlenent paynents fromcountabl e incone and resources under Federal neans-
tested prograns. It was introduced on January 25, 1989, and referred to the
Qonmittee on Veterans' Affairs. The congressional commttee has not taken
action on the proposal to date. mr. Hagel urged that the Advisory Cormttee
reiterate its support for this idea.

He also reported that the first settlenent paynents had recently been nailed
to the recipients, \Wen asked about VA's role, M. Hagel indicated that VA
had been cooperative in providing copies of the necessary nedical reports.
[r. Hobson added that in sone instances VA conducted an examnation so that
the veteran's condition woul d be docunent ed.

| MPLEMENTATI ON G- PUBLI C LAW100- 687

Prior toproviding a brief explanation of VA's inplenentation of Title XI of
Public Law 100-687, M. Drash noted that Secretary perwinski has a keen
interest in the Agent Qrange issue, citing a special briefing requested by the
Scretary shortly after the President nomnated him M. Drash added tha
Scretary Derwnski has also discussed this matter wth individual s outside
VA M. Dash noted that the secretary's attendance at this rreetlntg IS
consistent wth his coomtnent to the Agent Qrange issue and reflecfs the
respect and high regard that he has for this Coormttee and its nenbers.

M. Drash indicated that, in accordance wth Section 1201, the Centers for
Dsease Qontrol (MO has transferred $3mllion to the Air Force for expenses
In connection wth blood tests for Ranch Hand personnel and $1 mllion to VA
for an independent survey of scientific evidence of the health effects of

possi bl e exposure to toxic chemcals contained in herbicides used in W etnam

These funds are available for obligation until Septenber 30, 1989. The Air
Force is utilizing these funds. wever, VAis prohibited fromusing the
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$1 mllionuntil enactnent of another |aw after the date of the enactnent of
Public Law 100-687. This other |aw has not been enact ed.

Sction 1202 extended the priority health-care €ligibi Iiti/ provi sion based on
Agent Oan% or ionizing radiation exposure from Qitober 1, 1989 t hrough
Decenber 31, 1990. Thi'S provision was orl%lnally established by Public Law
97-72. The extension wll be inplenented through circular reviSions when the
existing circulars expire. No problens are anticipated.

Section 1203 pertained to the settlenment funds. As noted earlier, the va now
treats the proceeds as reinbursenent for prior unreimbursed nedical expenses
and the proceeds are not counted as incone.

M. Drash explained that Section 1204 required VA to conduct an active,
continuous Agent Qange outreach programand to take action to organize and
updat e the Agent Qrange Re% stry. noted that while the |atfer requirement
IS being easily fulfilledt rou?h an interagency agreenent W th NIosH wher eby
IRS records are used to update the addresses in the Registry, VAis unclear
how t he outreach provision shoul d be inplemented. M. Drash cited a |arge
nunber of infornation dissemnation/outreach initiatives that VA has been
involved in during the past fewyears and expressed concern about the |ack of
specificity in the outreach |anguage. He urged the Advisory Coormttee to nake
reconmendati ons on how VA coul d” best inpl enent this provision.

Sction 1205 nade several changes in the Ranch Hand Advisory Coomttee. This
section had no effect on VAor its conmttees.

VETERANS' ADVI SCRY COMM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL HAZARDS

M. conroy brief|ly reported on the activities of the veterans' Advisory
Commttee on Environmental Hazards, a VA statutory commttee, on which he al so
serves. That cormttee assists VA in establishing scientifically-based
policies relating to conpensation of veterans who were exposed t0 Agent Oanrqe
and ionizing radiation. The Environnental Hazards Commttee met nost recently
on Novenber 3-4, 1988, the two days followng the |ast neeti n<[:1 of the

Heal th-Related Eforts of Herbicides Conmttee. Noting that the Herbicides
Cormttee nenbers were sent copies of the mnutes of the Environnental Hazards
nmeeting, M. Gonroy |imted his comments to a very brief overviewof the
neeting. He commented that the studies examned received very thorough
reviews by that coomttee and that the nenbers were very well” prepared.

M. Qonroy added that the next neeting of the Environnental Hazards Conmttee

I's now scheduled for April 2526, , in VA Central Gfice
QONCER\S CF WOMEN VI ETNAM VETERANS

@l. Lorraine A Rossi, usa, Retired, reported to the Conmttee on the
concerns of wonmen \ietnamveterans. She noted that one of the most basic
needs of wonen Vietnamveterans is recognition. Mny people ignore, forget or
are unaware of the fact that thousands of wonen served their country in Arned
Forces in the conbat zone of Vetnamal ong wth nen. Another concern is
heal th care, wonen Mietnamveterans have the sane concerns about their health
as their nale counterparts. (ne of these concerns relates to the possible
health effects of Agent Qrange and other herbicides used in Vietnam @l.

Rossi noted that wonen were intentionally omtted £romcertain M etnam
veterans studies, but that VAis undertaking a large-scale study of wonen
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Mi et namvet erans whi ch hopeful ly wll shed a great deal of light on this
nmatter. This study was nandat ed b¥, Public Law 99-272. @l. Rossi observed
that Or. Han K Kanqh,. Drector, Gtice of Environnental Epi demol ogy, woul d be
making a report on this matter later in the neeting.

ACENT ORANGE REQ STRY

Dr. Thonas presented prelimnary data on the 103 729 M et nam veterans who
recei ved an Agent Qrange Registry examnation between July 1982 through
Gctober 1988~ She explained thaf when these data are finalized an arficle
Wl be submtted to a scientific journal for publication. In order not to
jeopardize publication, these data ‘are not for quotation or distribution.

Dr. Thomas categorized the data by year of exam branch of service, sex of
participant, race, age, type of reported exposure, nedical conplaint, nunber
of nedical conplaints, and diagnosis. She also conpared selected diagnoses by
branch of service and by self-reported exposure. Dr. Thonas al so di sCussed
evi dence of hirth defects anong children of veterans who were ever narried.
Cancer sites were also revieved.

The nost common di agnoses were skin conditions followed by neuroses. Several
Comm ttee nenbers questioned whet her conparisons were doné with ot her

popul ations. Dr. Thomas indicated that due to the self-selectednature of the
registry participants such conparisons would be of [imted or even

questionabl e value. She added that prevalance rates and incidence rates are
very different matters and difficult to conpare. Dr. Thonas thanked the
Commttee for its input and indicated that she woul d consider performng

addi ti onal anal ysis based t;gon suggestions nade at this neeting. She agreed
to ﬁrow de copies of the tables presented at the neeting to Cormttee nenbers
wth the understanding that the data be considered prelimnary and not cited.

VA RESEARCH UPDATE

[r. Kang briefly reported on several scientific investigations, being pursued
tFJ¥ his office. "He noted that a joint effort wth the US Environnental

otection Agency (EPA had recently been cog?l eted. Dr. Kang explained that
the va/epa Adipose Tissue Sudy found no statistically significant differences
anong the groups studied (i.e., Vietnamveterans, non-M etnamveterans, and
civiltans) in termof Tcpp levels in adipose tissue. Dr. Kang indicated that
the st uo}/ results suggest that it was unlikely that M etnamveterans were
exposed fo large quantities of Agent Grange. ~M. Falk asked why TaD |evel s
were higher inthis study than in the Ceffort. DOr. Kang explained that the
disparity may be due to the tine the tissue sanple was collected The (OC
examned recent tissue while the specinens used in this study were collected
¥ears ago and stored in a tissue bank. Dr. Kang conmented that the report on
he study is under reviewat VA Central Qfice by the Research and
Publications Cormttee and is also being reviened at EPA |t is anticipated
t hat ?ntartlcle on this study wll be submtted to a scientific journa 'in the
near future.

Dr. Kang aso reported that progress is being nade on several other research
efforts.” He said that the nortality analysis for Arny veterans stationed in |

TREPSed Port 85! fonpt eA B! Eic”h el £ " Phe dpRi RV 85 Y AT
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Sudy, published in the May 1988 issue of the Journal of Gccupational

Medi Cine.  The published study reported that Marine Corps Veterans wio served
TnT Qrps had elevated rates of |ung cancer and non-Bodgkin's | ynphona while
Arny veterans did not.

He also indicated that an updating of the nortal |9t8¥ study by including
information about M etnamveterans who died in 1983 or 1984 is al nost
conplete. The earlier analysis had a 1982 cutoff. Inclusion of the
additional veterans wll significantly increase the statistical power of the

st udy.

The va Patient Treatnent File/Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma Sudy has been conpl et ed
but is not yet published. This case-control study was initiated in response
to the finding Of the VAnortality study and a National Cancer Institute study
of agricultural workers in Kansas.” Dr. "Rang shared data indicating the
distribution of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma CaseS and control patients Dy |ocation
of mlitary service, year of hirth, race, and year of hospital discharge. He
noted that” there weré no statistically significant differences betweenthe
groups. Dr. Kang hopes to have this information published later this year.

Anot her research effort underway at the VA Gfice of Environnental
Epi dem ol Og)ﬁl nvol ves a nortality analysis of Arny Chemical Gorps Mietnam
Vet er ans. . Rang reported that this investigation is a nost finished.

Dr. Rang is also responsible for two studies of wonen M et nam vet erans,
Substanial progress has been nade in the nortality study wth a tentative
conpletion date in the first quarter of Hscal Year . _The Wrren Vi et nam
\eterans Health Sudy was mandated by Public Law 99-272. Two draft protocol s
have been submtted ‘and reviewed by the office of Technol ogy Assessnent
(ora). There is sone disagreenent between VA and OTA on how best to proceed
wth the study. The OTA thinks that a pilot study shoul d be conducted first.
VA has seriously considered this possibility but has a problemwth this
approach. VA 'i's concerned that a pilot study would cut into the limted

uni verse available for the full study and that a pilot study may result in
significant delays. To date, approxinately 4,600 wormen Vi et nam veterans and
6,600 wonen i etnamera veterans who did not serve in M etnamhave been
identified for the study. Dr. Rang expressed his hope that the difference of
opinion with OTA can be resolved in the very near future.

PEN FCRWM

The open forum provi des audi ence participants an o?portunlty to bring to the
Qmmttee and VA the concerns they have about Agent Qrange and other™

her bi ci des used in Vietnamas well as VA's approach to resolving this issue
and hel ping veterans who were exposed to herbicides during theif mlitary
experience. The open forumis a regular feature of all neetings of the ™
Qmmttee. Dr. Gough asked if anyone in the audience had anything they w shed
to contribute to the neeting at this point. There was no response. (Severd
nenbers of the audience had nade earlier contributions.)

RECOMMENDATI ONS

1. The Gormittee recommended that VA support legislation that would exclude

%ent Qrange settlenent paynents fromcountabl e incone and resources under all
deral neans-tested prograns.

9



2. The Conrmttee recormended that VA renewthe Conmttee charter for an
additional two years in order that the Departnent can continue to receive
i nput and advi ce on herbicides £romindividual s outside VA

3. The Cormttee recommended that VA allowa two-day neeting of the Conmttee
in Gtober or Novenber 1989 The first day would be devoted to obtaini {1/%
feedback from i etnamveterans and their representatives regarding the

A%ent Oan?e program The second day would be a traditional neeting and allow
the Conmtiee to immediatel y process and act on the infornation recel ved.

THE AVER CAN LEGION-COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY VI ETNAMVETERANS STLDY

M. Christian nade a presentation of data fromthe Averican Legi on- ol unbi a
Uhiversity VietnamVeterans Sudy. He noted that the Averican Legion has |ong
hel d the position that the Federal government is responsible to provide all
the resources necessary to answer questions raised about Agent (range and that
Mi et nam vet erans shoul'd be treated and conpensated for the illnesses and

di seases caused by this exposure.

He explained that when the Anerican Legion saw del aﬁ in the Federal research
In 1983, they proceeded on their research effort. e study was designed to
examne the health effects of conbat in vietnam, enotional health, dioxin
exposure, and veterans' exgerl ence with VA  The investigators used a
cross-sectional survey of 6,800 American Legion nenbers fromsix states.

ﬁgpr oximately 2,800 served I n southeast Asia; the renainder served in Gernany,

rea, Hwaii, and el sewhere.

The final study report was published in Environnental Research in Decenber
1988. M. Christian indicated that Agent uangge exposure was determned by an
assessnent  system devel oped by DOrs. Jeanne and Seven stellman, the principal
investigators. Gonbat IntenSity was neasured by responses to a series of
questions devel oped and used in several studies of veterans. \eterans were
classified as "not in Southeast Asia* or into different levels of conbat and
Agent Qrange exposure, respectively.

M. Qristian listed the followng health conditions as being elevated anong
conbat veterans: high blood pressure, ulcers, arthritis and rheunatism
nervous systemdisorders, and benign fatty tunors. He declared that the

rel ationship between post-traunatiC stresS disorder and conbat experience was
clearly denonstrated 1n the study.

He cited the health effects of Agent (range exposure as benign fatty tunors,
adult onset acne, skin rash wth blisters, sensitivity to light, mscarriages
(anong wves%, and *synpt om lexes" (Sfeellng tired and farnt, skin _
probl ens, colds, body” aches). ib argued that the sources of data on spraying
and troop novenents available to the investigators in this study and to
researchers pursuing other studies (including Federal efforts) provide nore
than enough records to do any kind of epidemiological study on these subjects.

M. Cristian attacked the Agent Qrange VérKki ng?]G’og&: (AOWG) reviewof the
Anerican Legion study as bhiased. He Charged that had a vested interest in
seeing that the Anerican Legion Sudy disproved. H said that coc's Ir.
Vernon N Houk, who chairs the aowe Science Panel, asked its nenbers to find

fault rather than to provide an objective scientific critique of the entire
10



roject. M. Christian added that (DC had asked the Editor in Chief of
vironnental Research not to publish the Averican Legion Sudy. M

T StTan conmented that COC may not have been able to identify exposed
M et nam veterans because of an 1nadequate net hodol ogy.

Dr. Gough observed that the results are sonewhat simlar to the COC M et nam
Experience Sudy before (DC conducted the nedical examnations. Mny of the
differences found by (DC in the telephone interviews were not validated in the
nedi cal examnations. Dpr. Canp argued that the Anerican Legion project was a
survey not a study. M. Christian responded that it was a study in the sense
that participants were randomy selected. He explained that the accuracy in
terns of matching the known sprayed areas against unit |ocations is down to
about the size of a foothall field.

Inorder that the Coormttee could better under the studgy, M. Christian agreed
to provide copies to al|l nenbers through the coomttee nanager. (The stu
was sent to menbers on March 29, 1989.)
ADJQURNVENT
At 315 p.m., Dr. Gough brought the meeting to a close.
CERTIFICATION

As Chairman of the Advisory Conmttee on Heal th-Rel ated Bfects of Herhicides,
| certify that these mnutés are accurate.

Tolert Al
M GO0 P D

Prepared by

Donald J. Rosenblum

Staff Assstant _

Environnental  Medi ci ne dfice o _
\eterans Health Services and Research Administration
Departnent of \eterans Affairs
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DEPARTMENT (F VEETERANS AFFA RS
ADVI SCRY GOMM TTEE ON HEALTH RALATED BHECTS OF HERBI A DES
MEETING (- MARCH 16, 1989

PERSONS PRESENT AT MEETING (A partial |ist)

1. Advisory Conmttee nenbers and staff —See next two pages (Al were in
attendance except Or. woods and M. Gornan)

2. Departnent enpl oyees —

Honor abl e Edward J. Derwinski, Lawence B. Hobson, M.D., Ph.D., Layne A
Drash, Haine M Morrow, Bill Leonard, Susan McCrea, John Forster, zeno .
Cyr, ||, Han K. Kang, Or. P.H., Terry L. Thonas, ph.D., Cassandra VMit, Bonnie
M Mrinelli, Frederic L. Conway, III

3. Menbers of the public who presented oral or witten statenents —

Robert Boyd, Dwight Eowards, Rchard S Christian
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DEPARTMENT (F VETERANS AFFAI RS
ADVI SCRY COMMITTEE ON HEALTH RELATED BEFHFECTS OF HERBI A DES

MEMEERSHIP -

Mchael Gough, Ph.D_Chairman
Senior Feliow

Center for R sk Managenent
Resources for the Future

1616 P Street, NW
washington, DC 20036

(202) 328-5080

Turner Camp, M.D.

MEdr cal” Consultant
Veterans of Foreign Virs
of the Lnited Sates
200 Marylané Avenue, NE
Vshi ngton, DC 20002

(202) -2239

Joseph S. Carra
rector, Vaste Managenent
and Economc Division
(fice of Solid Waste (wWH5652)
US Environnental Protection Agency
401 M. Street, SW
Véshi ngton, DC
(202) 475-7276

Charl es F. Conroy, Jr.
Drector, Agent O ange

Assi stance Program
Departnent of Health

Sate of Vest Virginia

1800 \shington Sreet, East
Charleston, wv 25305

(304) 348-2363

Alen E. Falk
Healy and Falk
Attorneys at Law
PO Box 70
Belford, NJ 07718
(200 4951200

MARCH 1989

Davi d 3;. Gornman

Assistant Natronal Legislative
Director for Medical Afairs
DisabledAneri can Vet erans

807 Mai ne Avenue, SW

Véshi ngton, DC 20024

(202) 554- 3501

Thonas Hagel

AsSocrate Pofessor of Law
University of Dayton
School of Law

300 Col | ege of Law

Dayt on, 45469

(513) 229-2423

R chard A Hodder, ¥.D., M.P.H.
D rector, Department Of edi Clne
Qur Lady of Mercy Medical Center
60C East 233rd Sreet

Bronx, NY 10466

(212) 920- 9000

(orge Lumb, M.D., M.R.C.P.

Xholar I'n Residence

Integrated Toxi col ogy

Duke Uni versity

Professor of Pathol ogy Emeritus
Hahnemann Uni versity

5 Oreekvi ew Lane

Durham NC 27705

(919) 493- 7476

Lorraine A Rossi _
Qlonel, US Arny (Retired)
205 Yoakum Parkway #2-1809
A exandria, ya 2234

(703) 370-4906
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Phil i Bc R, Wilkerson Janes s. woods, Ph.D, M.P.H,
SI'S Tector ‘Seni or " Research Scientist
for Informati on Managenent Battelle
National Veterans Affairs and Seattle Research Center
Rehabi | i tationD vision 4000 N.E. 41st Sreet
The Anerican Legi on P.Q Box G53%
1608 K street, N Seattle, wn 98105
Véshi ngt on, DC 20006 (206) 5253130

(202) 861-2756

Designated Pederal (ficer

Lonal d J. Rosenblum

Jaff Assistant .

Environnental Medicine Gfice (10840 _
Departnent of \eterans Affairs central Gfice
810 Vernmont Avenue, Nw

Véshi ngton, DC 20420

(202) 233-4117
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ESE THe FUTURe

CENTER FOR RISK MANAGEMENT .
March 23, 1989

Dear Fellov Commttee Menber:

As those of you vho attended the March 16 meeting know ve have
embarked UpON a Very anbitious project. After a discussion of the
conRaratlve nerits of taking the coomtt.ee on the road or organizing a
Vashington neeting to hear fromveterans, the commttee decided on the
latter.  A'though nany details remain t0 be vorked out, ve are going to try
to or?anl Ze a one-day session t0 hear fromveterans fromaround the country
in Cclober or Novenber. |f ve are sucecessful in doing that, ve vill then
have a regular committee nmeeting on the next day.

Three itens that nust be irmmediately addressed are () vhat do ve vant
to find out fromthe veterans, (2 vho do ve vant to invite, and $3) vhat ,
If any, screening do ve vant to nhake of people vho vant to attend?” There
vas géneral agreénent that ve do not vant .to spend a day listening to
I ndi Vi dual veterans’ conplaints. There vill be some of"that, of course,
but nost of our tine should be spent in listening to people vho represent a
geographi cal area, an organization, or a concerned group. That is much
easier to vrite than it Vvill be to arrange.

.M. Bagel vill tackle the first item Be asks that you vrite himby
April 15 to"tell himabout vhat you'd like to find out fromthe neeting.
B's address and %ﬁ;ne ‘number are” Uni versi 2tﬁ/ of Dayton, School of Lav,
Gl I ege of Law, Dayton, (B 45469, (513) 229-2423.

Ve did not assign_itens 2 or 3 to anyone. For the time bei ng?, | vill

take on those tasks. ~ Tou can vrite ne or phone ne at the Center Tor R sk

Managenent, Resources for the Future, 1616 F Street, Nw, Wshington, DC
325 Sometine inthe future, | expect that I'11 ask sone

of you to hglp vith this task.
At sone time you nay decide that we’ve bitten off more than ve can

chev. |f that happens, "please |et ne know I'Il try to keep a finger on
the pulse of the coomttee, and if it seens ve shoul'd consider changes in
our plans, I'll involve al of you in the decision.

Pinally, please excuse the photocopied letter, but it saves time and
expense. .

S ncer él Y,
Ik,

Mchael Gough

+

1616 P Street NW. + Washington, D.C. 20036 + Phone202:328:5000 * Cable Resource
FAX 202-2658069
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STATES WHICH HAD AGENT ORANGE PROGRAMS/COMMISSIONS/STUDIES

Georgia - Terminated 1983
Tennessee - Terminated 1984
lowa - Terminated 1985
Hawaii - Terminated 1985
Ohio - Terminated 1985
Texas - Terminated 1985
Kansas - Terminated 1986
Oregon - Terminated 1986
Wisconsin - Terminated 1986
Cdifornia - Terminated 1987
Massachusetts - Terminated 1988

STATES WITH ON-GOING AGENT ORANGE PROGRAMS/COMMISSIONS/STUDIES

Charles F. Conroy Jr., Director

WV Agent Orange Assistance Program
1800 Washington Street, East
Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Phone: (304) 348-2363

Bruce Percival, Director

NY State Dioxin Outreach Program
NY S Division of Veterans Affairs
194 Washington Avenue

Albany, New York 12210

Phone: (518) 486-5863

Craig H. Close

Agent Orange Commission

242 Prairie Avenue

Providence, Rhode Island 02907
Phone: (401) 521-6710

Elroy Klaviter, Ph.D.
CEHS

3500 N. Logan Street
Lansing, Michigan 48909
Phone: (517) 335-8336

Wayne Wilson, Executive Director
P. 0. Box 1717

Trenton, New Jersey 08607-1717
Phone: (609) 984-7397

Dwight Edwards, Executive Director
Vietnam Veterans Health Initiatives Com.
Department of Health

P. O. Box 8380

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105

Phone: (717) 787-5264

(717) 787-7430; (717) 783-1376

Dr. Jerry Nida, Coordinator
Agent Orange Assistance Program
Health Department

P. 0. Box 53551

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73152
Phone: (405) 271-4200

Bert Boyd, Agent Orange Coordinator
Veterans Office on Agent Orange

P. O. Box 491 .

Roanoke, Virginia24003

Phone: (703) 982-6396

(800) 423-3413

Tom Shaner

13 W. Franklin

Baltimore, Maryland 21201
Phone: (301) 332-1626

Pete Currier

V eterans Service Center
Building 248, Room 116
Togus, Maine 24330
Phone: (207) 623-8411
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