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Big PG&E Explosion
— S.F. Highrise Shut

Officials
Fear Spread
Of PCB

By Reginald Smith
and Bill Soiffer
A PGA&E underground
transformer exploded yester-
day, forcing the closure today
. of a ZWetory San Francisco
offiee tower bousing the Del
Montadingn, Seadgusgiers,

slectricity, and thee w2 ‘0 of
PCB contapmit.ivn ir e ares.

Batlalwn Chief Jua Lyoch or
dered the story office tower on
Sicuart Sireet empilod yesterday.
He wuid the bullding will remain
clsed at keast through today —
until the ares ¥ cleaned up and
power restored to the building,

Del Monte Corp. occupies near-
Iy haH of the 28 Noors of the office
huilding — the smaller of the two
Wwers at One Market Plaza, on
Steuart Street between Market and
Mision streets.

A Del Monte spokeaman said
fate last night that the company
was lelling its empioyess a0l W
report for work mhy
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“There is probably between 100
parts per million, which is a
level of contamination,”

PG&RK spokesman Ron Rut-
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* switchiog gear and cable insulation,

but it was unclear whether there
was PCB in the smake.

PCB (polychiorinated biphen-
yi) i8 an Industrial insulating oif
that was comunonly found in elec.
irical equipment until it was de-
:s;ed a hazardous substance in

In 1880, PG&E began replacing
s 0000 capacitor banks containing
PCB, and it is expected Lo complete
the program next year.

Special cleanup crews feom the
ITT Corp. were in the ares Iste last
night testing for PCB cantamina-
ton. Workers dressed in olive-drab
coveralla with vetlow bools worked
in the roped-off ares. ITT was
¢alled in by PGAE.

Ansistant Fire Chief Dave Hin.
man said some of the people who
were removed from the building
yesterday “began panicking” be-
cause the power went out. Firemen
escorted Lthem down emergency
stalrways,

He also said one of two emer.
asncy generators in the highrives
falled after the power was knocked
out, and a fireman and s building
maintenance man were stuck in
iwo elevatorn for a few minutes,
‘lu':“e generater was restarted man-

y.

PG&E crews also had to shut
off pawer 10 several other buildings
o the arca.
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By Mike Malonsy

sctive suits, rublier boots ond respivaters,
vault of One Mc_t Moxa (see drawing)

Crews Work on PCB Peril —
Power Line Repair Delayed

By Robers Bartlett and Bill Soiffer

Crews wesaring proteetive clothing'
labored around-the-clock yesterday
to remove loxie wastes scattered by
an explosion Sunday i an under.
ground trasvformer.

The cleanup of the toxic PCB tpolychlorr
nated biphenolsi delayed the restoration of
electrical power to one of the two sky-
surapers at San Francisco's One Market Pla
&, and a Pacific Gas and Electric Co. spokes-
man said it will be § p.m. wday before the
power can be turned on.

George Ruge of PGAE sd repair crews
wilt have w descend into the transformer
vault 1o check the two other transtormers for
puu;:le defecs befoce pawer can be re-
stored.

Ruge said PGEE was bemg cautious and

decided to wait until more of the contaminat-
ed vault area was cleaned up belore sending
n the crews.

“We ligured wi'd use some discretion
becaune o we went in there at the same time
the vault is being cleaned, i would take
ap&recuhly longer to get the power og,” he
[}

The two transformers will supply

' enough power 10 restore normal operations

to the building, Ruge said. There are three
transformers in the vault, one used mainly as
a backup. -

The PGLE explosion next o the 28-8tory

 building forced Lotte and Alan Frank 16 shut

down their Breadtree Restaurant at Mission
and Steuart stireets yesterday.

“We jost all the food in the freeser,” said
Mrs. Frank as she walched crews pump out
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By Brace Keofung

charred, PCB-laden debris from the grating
in front of her store. "We told our three
employces not 10 come down but we bave to

pay vhem regardiess.”

She estimated the loss to the business at
$7000 to $8000, saying they were planning 10
fle a claim against PGLE.

At the Cafe Scherer, another first{loor
restaurant al the office complex, manager
Ted Gugols said he loat $4006 in business.

“We usually bave more than 50 custom-

Back Page Col. 2
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__CLEANUP OF PCB PERILAFTER EXPLOSION IN S.F.

From Pagel

ers and 2000 1o J000 take-out or-
ders.”” he complained. “But we were
lucky the wind was blowing away
from us and no PCB got in the
building.”

PCB is an industrial insulating
oit that was commeoniy used in elec-
trical equipment untl it was de
clared a hazardous substance in
972, When the chetical gets into a
buman system, it causes no immedi-
ate il} effocts. But large concentra-
tiong of PCB are known (o lead the
birth defects, and jt has caused
- cancer in animale in Jaboratory ex-
periments. .

PG&E began to 9000
pieces of aquipment that contsin
PCH throu t'Nortbern Califor-
nia in 1990, and that projoct is
schaduled (0 be completed next
year,

Sunday's explosion hrought a

- demand from Mayor Dianne Fein-

stein that PGAE announce when alt
toxie PCB will be removed in San

" Franciscd' and advise officials

i

where alse in the city equipment
cuoulaining e cheinical cup be
[w“. . .

"1 sm mare and more con-
cernud aboul PCR," she susd. "It Is
clear that because of the earth.
quake propensity of the city that
the PCH problemn s emerging as an
increasingly dangerous one.”

PCB concentirations were
found in the oily residue inside the
24foot-deep PGAE iransiormer
vaull, sreported Richard Wade, a
bazardous waste expert for the San
Francisco Fire Deparument,

Wade, who inspected the sub-
tervanean area, termed it, “a black
hell. There was PCB-laden oll al)
over the floor and caked onto the
walls," Black liquids “dripped {rom
the ceiling. ... | was concerned for
Wy 0wy health,”

Wade said it was veory fortu.
nate that the fire occurred on a
Sunduy when the building was
closed. "If the venlilation system
was op, il could have pumped
smoke with PCB inlo the building
and contaminated the whole inside,
The bullding could have been
cimed for yours."

As & was, PCB residue was
found on moeartyy sidewnlks and on
the side of the 38-story tower.
Cleanup workers leid down & bluck
plastic tarp over the brick skiewalk

10 prevent PCB (hey were remov

ing from contaminating the area.

Wade sait that a1 Jeast eight

people reported that they suffered
eye irriwation and headaches after
being near the blage Sunday.

A spokessnan for the California
Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
mintsiration said that the agency's
investigaiors checkad the site and
found “no imminent danger” out
side (he building, and addod that
PGAE was “doing everything that
needs 10 be doge” 10 decontaminaie
the ares.

The IT Corp. of Martines was

" cleaning up 80 10 80 gallons of PCB-

Jiaden all in the vault and the resi-

- due on the bullding.

Wade said he has also asked
Environmental Prolection Agency

ALAN AND LOTTE FRANK
They closed their restaurant

to lest contaminaied materials for
dioxin, which he said can be
produced in such a fire. PG&E vald
it was also tesuing for dioxin. The
sl resubts will not be known for a
few days.

While the One Market Plaa
complex was under construction in
October 1975, an explosion and tire
in another underground PGLE
vault located at the foot of the 43
story tower at Markei and Speasr
gtreets injured four PGEE worken.
A PG&E spokeswonian sald no PCB
was spitled in that accident, which
was caused by a worker who
dropped 2 tool ot a low voltage
power line,

Del Monte Corp. occupies 10
floors of the office wower and em-
ployees 1200 people, who siayed
home yesterday on a paid day off,
There are about 40 other tenants,
including Bechiel and Sohio, which
oach huve \wo fioors, and Pruden:
tial Insurance, Benson & Neff ac-
counung firm. Equllable Life,
the regionul office of the federsl

Compisoller of the Currency, which
regulates banks in the ares.

Del Mente spokesman Mark
Guische said about 50 Del Moatls
executives and support statl, who
normally work at One Market Pla-
24, were sent 10 work at the compe-
py's international diviston located
across the street at 100 Mission
Street

“Orders are being stored in &
computer, but we can't process
them and send out shipping instrue-
tions or the bilis," said Gutsche.

Police cordoned off Steuart
Street, between Mission and Markel
sireets, and a large graspy area pear
Justin Herman Plaza vesterday
while workers from the IT Corp.
clhimbered cavefully into the undey-
ground uulity area and hosed down
the oily residue left by the fire.

The resulting mixture of water,
oil and chemicals was pumped into
2 5200-galion tanker wruck lor sves-
tual disposal at & hazardous m
storage site.

Membera of the cleanup crew
wore yetlow, plastic proleclive
MU, rubiier bouls with cleur l'lat-
tie protoctive covers, and used
pirators 1o bresthe while thcy
worked.

A group of officials from Loca)
87 of the Service Employces Inter-
national Union, which represents
the maintenance workers at One
Market PMaza, handed out leaflews
yesterday warping union members
that the area may be conlaminated,
not to enter the bullding withowt
checking with the union and -
ing them to shower and put clﬂ-
ing in plastic bage if they were st
;\gt Sunday during or afier the

PGLE urged anyone who came
in contact with the oily black
smoke crealed by the explosion w0
shower, place their clothing in plas-
tic bags and ask mhe ulility for
damage claim forms,

Don Hedge, a computer techal
cian for the Banit of America who
was working Sunday, said yestes-
day he was going to comply be
cause he wanted to be cautious,

“I'm more worried from a lsok
of knowledge," Hodge said, “There
is some controversy aboul how dlh-
gerous PCB Is.”

Fire Department Battsl
Chief Andrew Smail said that

Lecation of One Market Plaza

firemen discarded the clothing
they wore while putting out the
fire, and three fire trucks were
being deconsminated with organic
datergent yesterday.

Some employees of the Equi-
nox Restaurant on (op of the Hyatt
Regency Hotel, more than a block
from the explosion, complained of
mdlchu and eye irritation, Wade

‘l‘he San Franciseo Municipal
Railway rerouted 12 hur fines that

Buses will not veturn to thoss
routes untl fire and health officlals
say the area it safe, said Ann Mil-
ner, a Muni spokeswoman.

On Aug. 25, 1988, a pneumatic
drilt ruptured a 184nch gas main at
Sacramento and Batlery streets in
the Financial District, sending a
whirlwind of PCB-laced natural gas
whistling 10 stories into the alr.

An estimated 30000 oflice
workers were forced 1o flee neathy
buildings. Officiala insisted that the
bulldings remain vacant undl the
following Monday, August 31, to
allow saflety crews to check for
pﬁhleconummuon.

A subsequent investigation hy
the Natonal Transporiation Sufety
Board chirged that a general con-
tractor, the Turner Construction
Co. of Sun Francisco, and a subcon.
tructor, the Santa Fe Pomeroy Co.
of Puetaluma, caused the accidemt
by faling to verily the location of
the PGLE gas main.

Utility spokesmen sald yesier-
day that, as far as PGLE could
determine, no one muffered any
lasting barm from the 1081 acch
dent, and property damage claims
were settled without resorting to
Neigption.
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By Don Wagar? -
i . The wheels of tommeree
© began spinning agin yestep.
. day &%;0ne :Ia;gt Fintn's
Stend#t Stiecel tower after
health officials deelared the.
upper 22 floors free of toxie.
chemicals released in 2@ ui’

. 'More thin halt of Det Monte:
ﬁ;m employees reporied 1.
, the company-said, and a full-
crew is expected today. o
. There: ware no estiimated of oy toimvorasy offiee
be backtn operation. - Y
whose olfieés take up the fiit 13-
floors of the 284tory tower — was
the biggest business hit |
15°tire; The fire has

m, e 10
Pacific Gas & Ehectri¢ Cv, trgns.
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