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o a-..'.nw RS qmetofthe turned into, chaos: eiévators on the

m‘h&llﬂ before call. | mwedwi&lhe?etfnot:.mw aﬁom
hﬂ'.’io"# a3 to nt;wtmwit the mainﬂom'he anlodim., - m
e was' was a0, "
egindet' Michael: | telmmnid
control board ip & ! Decker tan up from the ‘a3 Whittemore
D . ran foran office to check out the alarms. Decker
Decker and whit. ‘told her: “The machine room is on fire."
Ao-themselves sinee | " Deckenfmreﬂeehd , Whittemore re-
went bome. ) calls, His de:hl?'ewereblu his face was white.
befo«.vsupﬁee,mm \ 1o the State; Ofice Building, & warning
Right in the huild b]irkedmthealarmmofthe ton
: i Fite Buresu. At first, ‘thought of the
28 happening ‘in the alarm; thé 10-year-old occasionslly had a
malf yning alarm system.
tood, . 4 few seconds later, thopgh, Whiltémore called
energy for the builg ; uwﬁxagdtommemmmewaafﬁlifmwn
n and : ] Ty iy gt
Sovetr e B mgep%ﬁrecmefnmaldlz Faughnan heard {he- -
—vbthisday,' thuds Whittemore heard as he walked down a ramp
- at the rear of the building to answer the alarm. But
and cracking to him theyiwere explosions the likewtvhieh he*
-out cir.' ha}dneverhea!i;befm,-mrsinee
astrobe el At least three osions ‘made the bulldi
% ver. After a tew minutes, the explosions
. EpmmTIESERRL
58 an
hat's when gif the through the A e
1t said —
Severa)
o Rt
m to €xpell smoke fmm.mi'?"ﬁ _
m « Quiet night was quick]
mhmcgtm o wmtte"mre but fog



ent odor of vinyl chioride filled the base-
mﬁf where the firefightets waited. Fau hinan knew
thé smell came from burning electrical insulation. .
He ordered his men to suit up with special breathing

eqﬁlpment. : ,
-State Eleciric & Gas Corp., the power
N comgngﬁass called by .the fire bureau at 5:49,.
- . abgut 13 rhinutes after the alarms. Power was shut
. o{fs:f ‘t;?'almnkt 50 minutes, the electrical arcing
- “ continued ‘ip the mechanical room as two dozen
- Binghamten firefighters stood outside, waiting for
tt_teppwgrtobetwnet{l.oﬁ.‘ i

o atures began rising as the fire burned. In
thzeﬁ dlemb:\%dtch gear, temperatures proba-
bty reached 3,000 degrees Farenheit, Faughnan
said. In other of the room, it was well over 200
degrees, he said. )

idn’t amount to much, Faughnan said

later. ﬁﬁ"mt caused by the electrical malfunc-

tion continved to buigdﬁas the firefighlers waited for
ut ' N -

T s o i

- ¢T3 ew inches ! i Jec-
frri::ag g::n;former al one of the electrics!

e

e ' The § .
Jan. 30, 1853 » Bingr:::r‘{'tg.}x?gh

L e— L,

N i.;ois{\'hittemore
. . . Security guard

crisis was just begmnlnq

panel. The transformer was not in use at the time.
The crack allowed about 180 gallons of 7100 gal-
lons of Askarel cooling fluid in the transformer 1o
leak onto the floor and over the super-hot electrical
wﬁuiw'u ed pol ted biphenyls
e oil contained polychlorinated bi enyls, a
chemical compound used for 40 vears to keep
transformers cool. PCBs, as they are calied, don't
burn, and were used in large quantities for electrical
equipment. In 1979, the use of PCB oil as transform-
er coolant was banned by the federal government
but the ban did aot apply to transformers aiready in
use, such as the one in the State Office Building,
The Askeral oil did its job Feb. 5, 1881: it didn't

| burn.ym something far worse; it vaporized, or

pyrolysized.

Pyrolysis is a chemical process that iakes place in
the presence of extreme heat or electricity, convert.
infnom chemical into another substance.

+ In this case, the hew Substance was an amalgam
of chemicals which included several varieties of
dioxin and furan compounds, including the version
considered the most toxic substance made by man
-7 teirachlorodibenzodioxin or, in the chemist's

li!g&, TCDD, - /

icials didn't know until a week later that the
chemicals were formed in the fire. They didn't re-
veal the fact until three weeks after the fire.

The fire also turned the ic insulation around
the cables and wires on the switching gear into a
black soot which mixed with the vaporizing oil. The
result was a greasy, black film of soot that turned
into a biack cloud in the mechanical room. -

Tucked in a corner of the room was a smeaii ventj-
lation shait with an opening 2 feet by § feet wide. It
stretched from the basement to the. roof. passing
through the men’s restroom on each floor.

The cloud of toxic chemicals was sucked into this
shaft by air currents as the tiot air in the room tried
torise. - S o

The soot cloud entered the shaft and rose throu
the building, passing the ducts in
o s e T o i
E:{ M * 00TS
ways and offices, e T
Faughnan said he found something unusual when
the doors were first opened. Instead of smoke pour-

" ing out through the opening, it ared to be pudled
back oo he putlgy 06 i apPe pl

“Thie is contrary to the way smoke - usually
behaves,” F: gaid, -

The ventilation shaft working in concert with the
two rooftop smoke hatches on top of stairwells creat-
edadraﬂinthebuﬂdin&likeachimmney.'l'he
ﬁnhatchu,leadingto cold night air, sucked

warmpium:ards. Coe

Once outside, the escaping toxic cloud was ca
in a low-level temperature inversion, a weather phe-
nomemuttuttrarsairclosetoﬂiegl‘ound. t
meant that the cloud hung relatively close to the
building and when ii did disperse later in the morn-
ing, it probably stayed in the lower atmosphere and
fell closer to the ing, in the downtown area.

Crews wearing protective garb entered the room
and quickly put out the lingering fires, then waited
for the molter metal to eool down,

Within a hour, the electrical chaos and the chemi-
cal production process was over, By sunrise, a new -
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_ Qﬁesinns on open shaft
linger along with toxins

Questions about thé construction of the 18-story
; State Office Building {wo years after the fire,
) ‘Most ions center on the ventilation shaft near
. the mens’ restrooms, which served as the main es.
. cape route for the soot contaminated with with diox-
ing, furansand PCBs, -

- Wasthat shaft supposedtobe open?
e e
was an ope pro-
vide access from the machine room directly to
every floor iti the building, .
- “I've never seen z shaft that hasn't been blocked
nea:;: ::iechanbcal room,” sastSat:iv;u;l Linlete etle' d;‘
rec program plannin 0
BtﬂldinﬁSciences. based in .
Biegel sald construction practices require me.
fchanical rooms (o be off with cinder hlock
“walls that can withstand two hours of fire. :
‘Donald E. Faughnan, ty chief of the Bing-
Veatgator T he sile Departiment of State, 3o
or @ ,. 8ai
L sich a shaft should be sealed near a mechanical

*1f that shaft had been closed, we would only have

) hglgabasement fire,” Faughuan said.
-~ New York's curremt building code requires such
. prdtection, although the eodz“?oes not apply to pub-
lic buildings. However, most state bulldm}gs oot

form to the code where possible, said Francis A.
McGarry, state fire adminzstrator,

Officials of the agency in charge of state buildings
have not provided evidence on exaet plans for
Binghamton building.- - _

*We don't believe there was any code requirenent
to have the (shaft) closed at the bottom,” said Harry
8. Stevens Jr., director of design and eonstruetion
for the Office of General Services. - .

~Stevens said he has not seen the slans or checked
the codes in effect when the tower was construcled.

“Other officials demur when asked for details on-
:‘hri:ccident, which occurred two years ago this Sat-

¥- : ’

“It was just a series of circumstances,” said
David K. Seiffert, principal mechanical construction

incer, Office of General Services. Seiffert said
the original plans are not detailed enough to show
whether that vent should have been blocked. |

Seiffert and Stevens said the equipment was in-

at least once a year. The previous examina-
tion was in Sept. 1980. However, neither man has
checked the report since the fire,
. To make any determination more complicated, <
the electrical panels were ripped from the building a
few days after the fire discarded in a secure
iandfill near Niagara Falls. .

) : —STEVE GEIMANN
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emwie e w e | BUNZlEd tests
assigned {o the health surveillance . - .
e s sty added to toxic

P TEIEAE | fower delays

Xtm M T . ﬁﬂ;mn'suom: This is the third in & sorits of sto-
i na expert claims eve ; re-examining the 1981 fire in the Binghamion
1 (;2;“ gm 10 tell what's ;hlpptmg "1 State Office Building. Yoday, Reporter Sieve

axposed o the chemicals. ;. , . . Geimann looks at what steps the stale teok to moni-
“No one seems to know what co Etih‘ ttes medical tor workers exposed to chemicals after the blaze

rysillance,” said Dr, Ellen K. mmm | broke out.

W for the Environmenta) . Fund . By STEVE GEIMANN
S e R el | bR e e
2 h ! A witg ieces of the desi b
rs: time has run out for the state, ) pe. " e plecs e
levels in those exposad Bave probably dec- |1 In scientific terms, toxic oemicals are a vasi uu-
wed dramatically, from the deys after the fire, she | known. Each new medical or laboratory discovery
Mo,y e e oo, 7o U0 addyalittle more to the portrait scientists are trying -
“Thiere is sofné Urgency for the state to make up ' to make of the biological effects of such chemicals
‘mind,"gheaaid. .. .. .. . .. asdioxinandfolychlorinatedbiphenyls.
4 October 1981, Dr. Richard Thia, Sormer deputy  Especially Important, scientists agree, are tests
vector of the stale Division of Laboratories and ° from humans expased to the chemicals. Those stud-
areh, quit his job (o protest the way the : ies are the only way to make conclusions sbout a
as ingthetesting. .. . ., .\ .. . chemical’s health and environmental effects.
Medical surveillance is the only way epidemiblo- Fulure scientists may have problems, however, in
sts can judge the toxic effects of chemi- | determining the effects of dioxin contamination i

I gioxins,. dibenzofurans and PCBs.. Those the Binghamton State Office Building. Private
stn"g:tilts'.'m the same as hﬁm experly | bealth eiha said the state’s heaith Enonitoring

sntsopanimali., ;... .. ... ... . ' | Drogramn for state workers exposed to toxic chemi-
wwpmmt@wmm cals has been bungled several Limes.

ical oﬂummgew without For example, biood taken from exposed workers
1as8, bt develop | bealth problems decades | after the Feb, 5, 1981, fire was lost or broken and
a5 e ats b wi oanay ., +- - | Stored alongside lunches and soft drinks in & com-

su.-m Chemical mmm lv-  Some blrod samples collected by Broome County

o enta 0 Yoats agn e oLl bomg o) Jersey Ixboratory that was hat serifod 1o axdlyas
years ago are y ersey al al was not ce an:
3 | _Iosidents, mblyloﬂiler PCBs, stateofit?gylalssaid. yee
.mtirerlieal ‘Commissioner Dr. Arnoid J.. - People who may have been exposed were not, in
necter, have insisted .on lifetime tests for every instance, tested and irregularities were de-
st umus&':moud in the X the tected in the first samples from a Wisconsin labora-
iti to see gigna of ¢ . .. tory,further delaying {ina) analysis.
ﬁe surveillance program, a m element Several months after the fire, a stuie Health De-

cal erisis quit Lo profest the state's handling of the

 inf partment physician assigned {o work on the cheii-
Later, the state actively sought mm': health monitoring program.
oxin

“It's a lousy deal,” says Lois Whittemore, a state

; cor security guard who was on duty when the fire and

aination incident in Times Beach, Mo., said the ex&!gisionsocmred.
' N . ; ttemore and 480 persons who went into the 18-
atkt story building after the fire or thought they were ex.

anyone who was exposed and tp take a bloi r:sed became of the surveillance program in ' | .
> ’y , o e Slt: X blq.d te 1981 A sﬁﬁ blocd sample fromp eagcrh was CQ/ // Z—z
ot insde th dtae hﬁldingmgd 203 persoas :3:: one year later, on Dec. 9, the state reported the —CCLIONS FHJAL EDITION
rked in the county and city igs. A portimn, results, concluding the tests ghowed *‘no evidence of
yut 185 persons,’ more than 35 hours inside PCB-related health effacts.” .

I

A ; R

VEXT: The state’s handling of the cleanup).

R ! ed by a citizens' group, the state was
[ See TESTS, 6A
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 the Feb 5, 1981,
= the oéfiee tower.'All byt $3 million has been spent

 smisFeb. 1, 1983 mammevn

Tower money is same

el wmmesmmn
Gov Mano M. Cuomo will not seek an jn-
money to' clean the chemicaliycontam-
inated Bhtghamton&aie(h’f’ce B this

Yyear
Cuomo asked the legislature today for $3 mil-
Hon in 198384 for the cleaning, & re

ot spent.
“Pm toldmneedsamilhou " Cuomo said at a

'_bmﬂng Albmyesterday “I‘hatisallwe

“lt's not '] Uutback “we're g0
Cuomo stresssd. “We'll spend W er ft

takes.” . :
The state has & atedsnlmmmm
and explosion which closed

or isunder contract. -
Officials Wworking o, the cleaning predicted last

: wuttheoffieebuﬂdingwﬂlreminclosedfor.

Nﬂmnw!ﬂlem&actmmbmldsubﬂanﬂa]
—Qumoﬂaidﬂncleaninganddecontammaﬂon

' ppropriated Last Ao o he
| r an eAr De-
Doney yea year be-.

hemﬂhem tedpositihwpmofthebuﬂdin;.ﬂ"

wan ve

safe before workers return Qoba
“We’ll do what we bavetodo Ommomd

We' retalhngheseaboﬁlifemdhenlth
Cuomosmdhewﬂlbe“assidtms”inuﬁng

David Axelrod to as

the cleaning “is wll." . S
Cuotno told Press the bealth of -
theworkerswﬂlbehisprlmary : “I'bave
to be sure no one is bt § wwhe _
sure noone is " -
Cuomo aides themtewlllha or

+  contracted to usmﬂliwhy 1.-the .
start of the :
F‘amerGov LCareyaskedfnrﬂmil
Hon last yes 1 mmmx-u.mm
neochbe al to spend the remain-
derinthegext




Four Sections

WEDNESDAY |
————— Feb. 2, 1933 IUNEARRNEE,

T e -

Cleanup leaves tower:
shell of its former self

EDITOR'S NOTE; This is the fourth in 2 se-

Binghamion State Office Building. Todzy Re-
porter Steve Geimann lsoks at the state’s han-

dling of the cioanup. | . o
 ysrevEcEmAN in the making i
" What was once & oftice building of - 1
offices, desks, potied plants and water conflict with the state Heaith Dep -
now resembles a stage set from a Samuel  wiwse chargelsto ﬁwm - [
Beckett play The cleanup, has,
Since the disastrous fire at the Binghamton St Sclentisia :om-m:'”tﬂmw )
State Oftice Buling two , every o ey Clean. mmchﬂ,:
!u:mnimtmw:.denetj ABH, . e
madeinﬂnwnﬂsﬁmmb% . For example, & new method fo collect air:
floor tiles have been rinped up. The was d 1o mmasaure Jor diokin aud 4k,
morkers who come oo of 1 eleyators sach bemofurats, M Poisonious chetaly.
e toe. st of typeoriore and offcs of wecrolutionary new test to duplic "ﬁf
: human see
chaiter has been by the whirr of va- ! yuy,ch oot is absorbed by the skin from desk:
cunns, ey Sy
The workers are in the demolition business, mshwueﬂmghmwmmm‘
but without the dust and noise normally asso-  rial. T e T
ciated with tearing down a building Jﬁ%mmmm%%
They're slowly demwlishing the Ieside of the special vacuum cleaners to traff -
stateezfﬁce Jing to remove soot with foxic particles of contaminated soot from the floor, .
chemicals, including deadly dioxins, which  Wall and exposed ceilings on every floor.. - .-
has kept the closed for two years. Workers also use paper swabs dipped inan. | -
The Job has kept 60 men busy for a year ang  industrial ﬂtm”mx-ﬁL
cost ewYork%g:rs $8.6 , with mwashdwn & super sirong F' /-
another $3 million to %mmm tr.genon-as every %m
untold millions more n the future. Out cebings v b floos end wer, T PPeL.
“We'll spend whatever it takes,” Gov, 'l‘hedpaper “cloth"'isdjscudadatthefhi
#&mﬁwmmhmkuhemvened fimmmdismtdimmmunm
Sincs the fire on Fa 5, 1901, the stato agen. . Robert A, Westn, seor chémical énglieeé

in charge of the building — the Office of
recedentecly dirty buding.

an unpre y dirty
'lhatain:hasatmmghtocsmw

R
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Cleanup

Continved from 1A

Tests last year showed up to 29 micrograms of

polychlorinated biphenyis per syuare meter on wax-
covered vinyl tiles, The wax ntly absorbs the
PCBs and makes it imposaibieg wash, Westin said.
Vinyl-covered walls are 10 limes less contaminat.
ed with up to 36.8 micrograms per square meter

while desk showed 46 mi aIms
meter. Westin ety nes

said. A test in January showed -

Imeastg'ablelevellsof P(CBs in the insulation. .
“We're getting Joose soot,” Westin said in an in-
terview, A report submitted by Versar last year cor-

cluded; “ ted efforts to clean the ceramic and
. vinyl ﬂo:;l' i with detergent solution have not been

Other chemicals are not being
the PCBs are

measured, Officials

have devised a ratio to keep track of the dioxins as
meagured, .

High PCB levels on the floors recently prompted
the state to abandon the tiles on all 18 floors. It's less
expensive to replace the tile now than spend more

to clean it, especially since the worn-out tile
would have to be replaced in several years anyway.

The tedious cleaning, which tn February
1982, has cost about $1.5 million, with each floor tak-
ing about 10 days to two weeks to vacuum and clean. .
wash Inc. of Syracuse has been hired to
the crews, the equipment and materials for

As of yesterday, the firm had vacuumed
washed from the 18th or top loor down to
floor and vacuumed between the Sth fioor
floor. The cleaning is slated to end April 1.
Versar received $2.1 million for developi
ing plans, moai the cleaners and pro
dozen mk';ity , and for air tests in the
ment parking garage. .

B the cleaning, workers moved 930

o B5
E zs8 §

1

B

those records, : :
“1{'s just like a warehouse,” said David L. Mum-
mert, Versar health and safety officer.

_ E:ni:;l v;olrt:er must str'i.}ad atgd;n after remov-
ing hig w! ceguit through a

cial trailer -in'ge basement hefol;:s:etnming o
normal world.

Four Sectiong FINAL EDITION

WEDNESDAY
ame——

' memenasaus Feb. 2, 198

The state’s bigpest- expense was right after the
fire when it em; emergency to do an
immediate ¢ . '

A temporsry systom was instalied, & toxie

clean-up crew from Connecticut mopped up spilied
PCB o mdmmmmwkmmngmw
todithr:iolltoonmdomﬁwingwmmmpt
@mmmmmmmnm.

Yion,

. The state also gpent $113,000 to rengvate the for--
mer Columbus Schoo! on Hawley Street, which was
turned into the new home for the displaced workers. -
The state pays $5.000 a monthinrest, - . . =
- In the first, frantic days after the fire; the state’s ’
rush to clean and the building resulted in
may have ailowed contami-

went inte the only thin protective
ﬁtswhihme meam‘

have caused unnecessary alarm,
Before the dioxin was found, state officials said,

the cleanup workers walked Binghamton
City Hall in their work suits and s containing
There were also subsequent adm that the
health and safety plan developed for ¢lepning PCBs

was violated as cleanup workers walked around
dovmtown still suited up.

JoimF.quacsd:wmvedepﬁeommmim,
of 0GS, concedes the cleanup got out of hand; but he
insists the response was annronriate given the infor-
mation in hand.

Tomorrow: The siate tries to rebulld its Ioage
and the building,
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" a8 was after the CBS

Now you have no egmase.wb‘re

The +facts s . for themselves.
These chemi are silent kitlers

known (o harm exposed persons a
ﬂse:rutfsprmgwandsoyearsdm

road. How many have to devel-
© op cancer, skin , heurojogical
, leukemia, etc., before any-

one listens?

buildingin concrete and it into’
the North Sea, The State of New York
appemtnhaveencasedmedirtySOB
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Dr.RobertKHuffaka director
ttateDfﬂeeofPubleealﬂa.

acknowledged a credibilit;
nﬁmm ndicata he i
build bndges with

E

“{ have ta be suze no one is §
to be burt,” Cuomo said in
thig week, *“I have to be sure no one

structure from base-

totake -

‘the citizens group and a

-fered initial da

.noonaitermeﬁre

‘Monument in the making

Tough state task:
Restoring faith

proof” the chemicals are at levels
deemedsafeh the expert panel.
e setstions rougn spars.
o1 ns rough spots.
The state has, in recent weeks,
to time release of new in-
iormahon to blunt eriticism from

For exa.mple, the first biood test
resuits were distributed on the same

ay jast Decemher that a Broome

County ad hoe, citizens committee

,mettodmussﬂxecrisiswuhouf

side experts. The had criti-
cized the state Iorge‘iuagmg the re-

information.
leass:v:{m weeks later, officials is-

sued a press release on a new air
test in which they were oplimistic
the buil could be cleaned and
release came several
bours after a CBS News report cast
the cleanup in an unfavorable light.

State officials describe the two in-

" cidents as coincidental,

Huffaker tried to treat the wounds
last month by arranging an infor-
mal meeting with representatives of

forea)ointmeeﬁngoi ﬁ“’sﬁm
boards of The Evening Press and

_ The Sun-Bulletin.

However, such wounds take txme
to heal. The state's credlbility suf-
in July 1981
o0 test showing chicken embryos
on emn
died or were deformed when inject-
ed with soct frora the building.

Though it was a Iy known
¢ the soot con-
tained highly toxic chemicals, the|
state did vol release the informatioh '
witil fhree weeks after the fire.
Broome Cownty officials, who sus.

'THURSDAY

mSwmm—— Feb. 3, 1983 m

] to 316;3' he said pected the soot was contaminated
will not be made until ins “gli(i See IMAGE, Back Page
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Image
i Contined from 14 .
s it

until tests
were done. The state kept the clean-
LTEWS

working.
with the medical sw-
veillanes program, which kas taken
'more than a year to set up, further
weakenedthestata’spo:rtmn. The

P
have now been r to the ex

been recognized -
tent that a psychological is
beingem:i%’&edtoease eﬂrimflof
“workers,

'i‘henfthm was Carey's famous
about the

affer, when ashked | A

the state , wag like a

“This is one of the most difficul
things to overcome,” admitted Joho
F. Hudacs, executive depuly direc-
tor, Office of General Services.

“I never get any real answers that
I wanted,” said Patricia A.
Zemanek, a local union official. “I
didn‘t”get any answers [ wmoder-

To win back public confidence,
the slate is planning a series of in-
formal meetings with small groups
of employees to answer individual
Do and thet froquency il i

gun requency will in-
crease, Hudaces said.

As the state tries to win the minds
of workers, the 13-story building wilt
be rebuilt as slowly ag it wag dis.
mantied

“Rehabilitation of the building is

in the discussion stage as to what

kind of will be needed,” said

David K. Seitfert, ipal building -
engineer, Qffice [:gincglg:ird Ser- .

vices,
The state may use the opportunity
to give the a new look in-
s modular office furniture,
for instance, if the ori furniture

cannot be cleaped. wnder con- |
“shderation is a complete overhaul of

the ventilation systern (o cut energy

costs .
However, the state cannot do any-
thing ingide the tower yet. The 1983

$4 state budget has only enough
tocpmpletethecﬁyanmg,mt

Semantics also plays a part when -

the state's informatignal role is dis.
cussed

For example, Hudacs and David
“R. Rings, executive coordinator of

ice of Geperal Services, siress
the building will be “refurbished”.
The dictionary defines refurbish as
“brighten or freshen.”

State officials now estimate the
rebuilding will take 18 months to

sprcs s el v
into early 1985

Tomorrow; citicens got angry
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he yeararemvalm Most troubling, thoughi, is the.fact ~
DS c-* PCR ,- by now, have . that no matter what level of PCBs is
gsed from thewlglood into the fatty tis- found in the fat, there is no treatment
# of the body. The state ‘says the “for it. The state can do no more than
= higod tests are valid. recommend that those with high levels
§ »’We have urged the state to pa; <+of the chemical in their fat avoid fur-"
i faﬁbiopsiesfor“a &e%oupos?i. ose " ‘ther sxposure to PCBs; Asiuh?need”- v
- the office bullding Stobetolds -
: mm' sl et heve eTue otclals seid e Wil ey o
ey y have m Iy « ge e
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SOB One Year Latel" The Debate Contlnues

By Fred Handre

‘Tommorrow marks the second

. anniversary of the transformer fire that
left the Binghamton Siate Office Building
the largest contaminated building in the
warld. After iwo years no one knows how
dangerous it i5. no one knows o it will
ever be safe and no one knows how many
have been hurt already.

On February 5. 98], an unknown
¢lectrical malfunction caused a firein the

ransformer room of the SOB that raged -

Tor fitty minules belore service was shut
down,

The fire caused the transformer’s
coslant, an oil heavily Jaden with
polvehioringted biphenyls (PCBs). to
leak out of the machine. The oil lcaked
acros switching gear that, according to
firelighters. reached temperatures as high
as 2000 degrees Farenheit.

PCR o was used in transformers until
ttx prohibition in 1979 becatse 11 docs ret
burn. What PCBS can do, however,
when exposed Lo intense heat is vaporize.
This s what happened in the SOB.

When PCBY vaporize, they break

down into:

#g series of other chemlceis Inthe SOB
some of these chemicals were:

oPCB's themselves, known carcinogens
banned in workplaces by the
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) in any quantity
exceeding trace amounis.
sdibenzofurans, one of the most deadly
chemicals known to man.

#2378, tetrachiorodibenzo-para-dioxin

recently by the US Center for Disease
Control to abandon property
contaminated with dioxins in
concentrations of 1 part per billion or
more, but that after vhe fire the SOB
shiowed contamination levels of 10,000
parts per billion,

In other cases where buildings have
been contaminated by dioxins. said
Schectir,  the . buildings have been
abandoned. “This would be a reasonable

{TCDD) the most deadly”
chemical known.

The building has been
closed since the lire, and
many scientists and
citizens have questioned
the wisdom of ever
reopening the butlding
again,

Former Broome Coun-
v Health Commissicner
Pr. Arnold  Schector,
commissioner at the ume
of the fire, said that
residents of Times Beach.
Missouri., were told

solution from a health
standpoint,” he said.

The SOB is the largest
building in the world
contaminated with toxic
chemicals.

Broome County con-
sultant on the SOB Dr.
John Buckley is optimis-
ne abow plans te open
the  building. Bucklev
seud test opesults hane
shawn  great  improve-
menl over the past voars
state crews have cleaped
¢ huilding and

solution from a health standpoimt,™
said.

TFhe SOB is the largest building in the
world contaminated with toxic
chemicals, )

Broome County consultani on the
SOB Dr. John Buckley is optimistic
about plans to open the huilding. Buckley
said test result- have shown  great
improvement or-1 the past year as state
crews have cleaned the buiiding and
removed contaminated furniture and
building materials. Morcover. Buckley
said that the tests have shown that
acceprable levels of dioxins are within te
measureable range «o that the building
can be cheched alhier the clean-up i
completed.

Buckley said Lhe Mtandard that the state
ks using Tor the reopening of the butlding
in § S0H) of the highest cancentration tha

b

eter Bt SRown g Qi
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Huckisy was hoed by the County 1w

moniter (or State Clean-upe Precedures,
{Cont'd on page 2h
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‘ - Clean-up
- Almost immediately after the fire,
mmal clean-up efforts began. Avthistime
health 'officials believed that the building
was merely comammated with low levels
of PCBs.
On February 25, 1wo weeks after the

¢ presence of dioxins and furans were

discovered, said Schecior, the county and

state released this information, and

ciean-up efforts were halted.

The building was then left empty until
April 19 when the clean-up resumed; this
time with the intent to totally gut the

- building of ali furniture, artifacts, and
- removable building materials, including

floor coverings,

ceiling tiles,
wallcoverings, and partitions.
This, clean-up is still going on,

. combined with sophisticated methods of
- cleaning and vacuuming technigues

designed to minimize the quantities of
dioxins and other chemicals; some of
which have penetrated as far assix inches
into the basic concrete of the structure.

The cost of the efflort to date is $8.6
million. Governor Maric Cuomo has
asked for an additional $3 million in

_clean-up funds for his 1983-84 budget.

a

Cuomo said that the state will spend
whatever s neccessary 10 make the
- building safe.

The criginal cost of the bunldmg in
1973 was 316.8 miHion. The total cost of
the fire will not be figured ontil the pricc
.of rebuilding the gutied structure is
_added in.

Buckiey said he considers the clean-up
to be progressing “satifactorally.”™ *As
number of developments seem
promising™he said. “The air tesis are

" promising, the PCB levels are much
“lower thar theywere in the beginping and

approaching those that would allow the
building to reopen™ said Buckley.
. A member of the Citizens Committee

“~on the SOB said, however, that she was -

concerned about the fact that the tests the

-_Mate has used reccmly are takcn from air

sampies, not smears tests, She sad "the air

in the buiiding is still because the
ventilating system is shot down, Dioxins
and the other chemicals in the building
are heavy and would tend to show up in
smaller guantities in siill air.”

Buckley countered that the tests o far
have been preliminary and that air tests
with the ventilation system on would be
taken soon, He also said that a new form
of wipe test was bring developed for the
SOB o mimic the actual rubbing of skin
against surfaces, He said this test s
desirable because dry wipe tasts pick up
less material thap the skin and wipe tesis
using solvents pick up much more,

Public Health

Larry Rosen, of the Citizens
Committee said his main concern is {or
more comprehensive medical
surveillance. “The state has assured us
that if the building is ever reopened it will
be safe. That won be another two years
anyway; the question now is what happen
to the people who have been exposed
alreudy?" said Rosen.’ .

The cleaning workers and carpenters
who were sent. into the building
immediately after the fire were exposed
10 large doses of the chemicals and were
given blood tests and medical care on
demand. Now the state has followed up
the original blood tests with a second set.
On the. basis of greatly -lowered
concentration of PCBs ‘in .the blood
samples and the absence of any physical
ilinesses directly auributable to the fire,
the state plans to discontinue tests and
surveillance, _

“K puzales me that {irst stage
surveillance has ended™ said Schector.

"“The idea that il you don't have health

problems you dot’t have 1o continue
surveillance flies in the face of everything
we know about the study of carcinogens,”
he said.

The Citizens Commitiee on the SOB
has asked for:
sMore blood tests, which test for PCBs
¢Fat biopsies, which test for dioxins
sUrine tests, also helpful in determining
levels of Loxicity.
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. EDITOR'S NOTE: Thk i the sixth part n a series

s | marking the second snniversary of ib¢ transformer
" 31 fire that eoutarinated the Binghamton Siate Office
- Building. Today's story examines citirex reactiou to

the sinte’s handling of the crishs.
’ " BySTEVE GEIMANN
[ K's a i American —
small of citizens loeked in a David-and-Goliath

| Sore citizens -

Monument

in the makmg

Another group of chose a different hattle-
field, aiming at the state’s . Their
batile is waged in the courtroom with more than $930
million in the balance. Lo

The citizens’ committee — alarmed at what they

msihmmdﬂhm the state to the
heaith hazards - takmonﬂnbzmofwatchdog.

have not been reticent in their criticisms. .
“ on the committee are alarmed,” Char-
lolte Moran, a mentber of the committee, told a
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', Perhaps a more central concern to the state are
the civil lawsuits spawned by the accident.

. - The state has been named as a defendant in law-
-Suits totaling about $938 millicn. The litigants in-
clude & cross-section of state workers, city employ-
ees, peaple sent info the building to make emergen-
( well as businesses which suffered

+- losses.

- Most state workers claim negligence by the state
.- for ordering workers into the building wi warn-
.- "ing of potential health risks. Cily employees claim
- .- their health is in jeopardy becawse the state allowed
toxic material into City

.+ - Yesterday, Broome County sued the state for
2+ $55,M5.11 to recover $28,652 in w: iost while the
county office building was closed plus $21,852 in lost

¢2 Tevepue from parkl.rﬂ

w7 In a similar suit, the City of Binghamton sued ¢hie-*
“"state earlier this week for $200,000 for damages
cauxﬁlby the fire. The ¢laim includes workdays lost
and Gther costs related to the city's role in the days

* after the incident,

In December, New York Telephone Co. filed suit
secking $218,308 for equipment lost after the fire.

=, Less significant but ps representative of the
probkl:rm m sﬂ:{ filed by mup of city % co':l;:ty
workers prime ing space. ve
filed & class amwt,mmgmf&dmmm
$400 for workers forced to find other parking.

- The bigfest claims were filed shortly after the ac-
cident by four maintenance workers for the Office of
General Services who were directed to re-enter the
mm. They're seeking $480 million from the

- ~Michele E. Weidman, a city worker who was preg-
* ‘nant at the time of the accident, is suing for $310 mil-
~ lion. In the original suit, Weidman sought $80 miliion
" -for her unborn child, .
.., The slate has already settied $50,000 in personal
"- claims for persanal Froperty owned by state work-
-ers and lost after the fire, -
* The state, however, claims it is not planning te file
any lawsuiits on its own seeking to recover damages.
., "“There is still toa little evidence to determine the
- "cause of the fire,” said Nathan Rﬂe?r & spokesman
for the state Attorney General's Office. “No litiga-
. Hon is planned at this time, and it's even less likely
“we'll file charges,” e
. - The state hired two electrical engineers as con-
sultants after the fire to m defend itself from near-

LI B §
]

. 1y $1 billion in lawsuits and to prepare any lawsuits
" on behalf of the state. - o
“Tomorrow: An uncertain future joomss,
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EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the last pari in 8 series- L R

marking the second anni versary of ihe iransformer Tl

fire that contaminaied the Binghamion State Office M o S
Building. Yoday's story Jooks to the future. o n u m ent : P

N B_\; STEVE GEIMANN n . .t

0 years is a tong time, . h k RIS SRR

It },ak;f Ijust under two :;'ea!rs for g eltephant i I n t e ma lng .-.-;‘-' DTN =
give birth, or 3 commiunity college student to earn a ' . PRI LRSI 8
degree and for Mars $0 circle the syn. Broome County, the office twg&' I'm?@:ﬁ o RE

1t also has taken two years to clean half the floors chemical foul-up, a monuﬁnt m‘ﬁ" ‘"‘"ﬁ R B
in Binghamton's contaminated state office building, it's still not certain ""u; triggered m Sl

Two years ago today, the 18-story office tower was  electrical malfunctions that began shortly T

Ea

contaminated with highly toxic chemicals afler s dawn two years a loday. The only m'“) .

fire and explosion in basement electrical equi ment, hastily discarded uring the initiaj o le e
Today. its future as a downtown office g?lif ing re- Offticials still don’t know why an with ?ﬂﬁ * o

mains uncertain: officials are only sure they will men's bathroom was open in the room R .

cuntinue the cleaning process. trical transformer. e S
Instead of being the home for state ‘government in See TOWER, Back Page R

- — R .

Tower____

' Continueil from 1A after the fire, officials issued an inlerim evacuation -
Binghamfltt:?1 architect Jo‘!iml B.sl?:nmmings,t chief mi:githaaitngh t}g&:&d to avoid- mistakes ;

- architect of the project, said the shaft was no open - n . ey e b P
in any plans he approved. His firm did not inspect  The policy, issued by the Office of General Sep s

the building after it was constructed. yices, requires full tests and congultation with the-

Questions also surround the future of the building,  Department of Health hefore a butlding Is reopened; :
which once was the Jandmark of a new downtown “It (the Binghamton accident) was & luminxu«j

Binghamion: perience,” said John F, Hudacs, ¢
ficials have not said how clean floors and desks director, Office of General Services; “If this

must be before workers will be allowed to return, pened again, we would do this differently.”, - = » %
A citizens watchdog committee is worried that a The state health department has $808,200 for °;
slip-shod medical surveillance program will serious-  tests on the building and people. Of that total, $69,000
ly hamaper efforts to monitor their health. . Was spent to analyze biood samples f mﬁhﬂk '
State officials recently estimated the building will  nated biphenyls, the main chemical ound in the
- not be clean unlit this summer, and will be not bere-  $o0t P T e

built and ready to open until early 1985, four vears = New York's lesson has not bemed by other %
atter the five, : states ard countries, or by firef : me
Stafe \I’VOI}".'I‘S and city reside?ts exposedndlo the fat;? the same hazard in another bullding transform- .
chemicals face an uncertain uture, wonderin erfire. = ) coo L
about their own health, and the health of their fam e Deputy Binghamton Fire Chief Donald A. Faugh.»:.
lies, : nan, whe was in command two years-ago today, has.~*
_ Intwo years, doctors and scientists have been un- rzceive%calls fmnl:a: dg: m mm‘tf:fa"i'?
: : v - vice. Faughnan has provi W ¥

able tp answer questions about the effects of the :m; ghn i . et

ey i chemicals produced when ol from an electri:  “'fials of Versar Inc., the consultant hired by -
cal transformer was vaporized into dioxin and gi- the state for the decontamination, have received ip- v
benzofuran, two of the deadliest chemicals known to quiries frorh as far away as Finland, . -
man. Robert A. Westin, chemical engineer, 2aid g rep’"
One costly lesson has been learned in {wo years: resentative of the Soviet Uniom, working througrﬁ Y
the state and its tal‘tfayers have spent at least $8.6 third party, has sought information about Bingham.
n X

mitlion 10 lest air and surfaces, - ton. Attempts to learn more about the Soviets' inter.
The tesson was not lost on the state. One month est have w “nunsuccessiul. .

*



Government workers prepare o cut the cake while marldng the second anniversarj of the
shutdown of the State Office Building yesterday.

Tainted
tower’s
cleanup
calendar

_ﬁ“

- anni
Office

KHTHII‘IGINS

By s'n-:vs GEIMANN

it’s been 723 days since the Binghamton State Off-

ice Building was last open for business. It's likely to

remain closed for at least ancther 18 months. Here

are some significant dates in the downtown toxic
chemical crisis:

1431

Feb. 5: A predawvn fire in equipment which distritiites & in the
tate oliice rowel damages a 1unston'ner cocled with polychlorinated
5. causing about 150 gallons of liquid Jo spatter on the floor,

walts and ceilings of the building. The fire i first detecied 2t 5:352.m.,
and the two workers inside are evacuated, By 7 4.m., the state, county
mgtﬁl;-bg Id'H“?H.Tope The puilding reopen the following

it r ", county puilding » ul!

day. The tle,amng inside the office tumer hpggins with state mainte-

nance workers,
See PCRS, 2B

S
e

who once offered te dri
- PCBs.

Employees mark -

w7
. .ﬁ

shutdown of tower

By STEVE GEIMANN

A downtown Binghamton bar turned
into a smoky party room last night
when a large crowd marked the second
' of the Binghamton State

contamination crisis.

‘mecrowd of about 125 persons, in-
cluding many governmeni workers,
sang a song written by a critic of the
state's work and ate a cake shaped like
the state office building,

The fate of the 18-story tewer domi-
gated conversations at the party, held
at The Markert Place, 81 State St.

There were no speeches, just 2 song
written by Patricia A. Zemenak, an ac-
tive member of the citizens coromiitee
on the cleapup, who criticized the
state’s work and Gov. Hugh L. Carey,
& glass of

In & related development, Zemenak
and Lois Whittemore, the security
guard on duty the pight of the fire, eriti-
cized the stale’s cleamn% effort during
an appearance on WSKG last night,

Zemenak said the stale’s assertion
that at least 100 grams of fat tissue is
required for a biopsy of dioxin coatami-
nation is “misleading.’

Zemenak said Dr. Mary Wolft, emn-
ronmertal heallk: expert at Mt, Sinai
Medical Center in New York, claimed
only 10 grams is needed for such an
analysis. However, Wolff told The Eve-
ning Press a 100-gram fat tissee sam-
ple was not unreasonable.

Whittemore said the state had Spenl
teo much money cleaning and not
enough money to check people’s kealth.

“I think those people are a little more

grtant than a building,” she said.

for the song, former radic person-
ality Phi} arkeri, the bar's
proprieler, Jed the group to the fune of
“0On the Sunny Side of the Stree” with
the following words:

“GFrab your coat and get your hat
Leavs your PCBs on the doorstep
Just direct your feet
To the cleaner side of the street
We used to walk in that place
Before i was suct a disgrace
Now we'll never show our face
They blew it! They knew it!

If we pover have a cert
We won't drink with Governor Carey
No soot on our ieel
On the eleaner side of the street.
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