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By GAILROBERTS - - --
A medical researcher from the Natwna.l
Institute of Occ\gggleonal Safety and l-lealth
said yesterday who were
toxie chnmlca:s inside the State Otﬁce
Building wiill probably not suffer serious
health problems as 2 result of that expo-

sure,

“Mguessnthatatth:spomtmhme
_ they won't suffer any significant long-term
or short-term effects, but we are lookm
mtolttomakesure”saz:lnr James M
ius, NIOSH’s chief of Hazard Evaluation
and Technical Assistance Branch. The peri-
od of exposure was too brief to cause se-
rious harm, he said.

Melius nscm'rently involved in about nine

other studies involving-worker exposure to
mgglomated hiphenyls (PCBs). He at-

a briefing yesterday for local doc-
tors on the physical examinations they will
be gi people who were exposed to the
chemicals.

The doctors are all from Urited Health
Services Inc., whose contract with the state
has not yet baen signed.

State health officials and a medical con-
sultant working with Versar Inc., the
state’s consultant on the cleanup, were also
?qt thetalbrieﬁng al C.8. Wilson Memorial

1
physncals and blood tests are set to

Monday and probably will take six to
%ﬂ weeks to complete. A{out 120 cleanup

Local

Expert: ' Tower health threat Uﬁ'l'k""l"y';;

workers, mamienanee*personne] and fire- -

fighters will be getting both the physicals

and blood tests. Most of those 120
were exposed to the PCBs, dmxms and
{furans inside the 18-story office building for
more than 25 hours.

A six-page quest.lonnalre which must be
completed by the exammmg physicians,

“contains checklists for such sympioms &s

chioracne — a rash-like condition, nausea
and enlarged livers. One of the major diffi-
culties the physicians will face isse
ing sympioms resuiting from other health
problems from those authentically retated
to the contamination of the office building.
Mehqs said the blood test results would
determine the need for fat biopsies — tests

at- -

which are more concluswe but also cost at

least four times as much as the blood tests.™ = -

About 200 to 500 times more PCBs gather
in fat tissue compared to the blood, Melius
said. Two weeks ago, a Swedish expert on
PCB contamination said here that biood
tests would be inconclusive at this point be-
cause the chiemicals leave the blosdstream
gltt]:sume The state tower fire occurred

e .

The procedure for releas the results nf
the tests was uncertain as of yesterday, &l

h it appears those tesbeg will recelve
resuftsmthemaﬁthhacwerlettermter—
preting the data. It was also suggested that
the results be mailed to the vmcxans of
those tested. -

The Sun-Bulletin
. Oct. 22, 1981

Page 3A. —~



	0001-Cover Page.pdf
	02189.pdf
	0001-Cover Page.pdf
	02189.pdf




