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conforeace Call Anviouncument
tow Juarsoey Aqguat Qrange shuty

J.
1 wish to bring to your attention this marniay @ siJdololcant deveiogaont on
the Agent Grange "scens,” an event of which you Ly albeady oo well aware as a
resuit of uews reports or contacts oy the medid or the jeneral public wita
your facilities, '

Last Wednesday, Septomoer 17, the des Jerscey State Ayent Otange Comsission
held & press conforencs tu annowiee the pesuits of a study, Jdosignated as tae
PRoint Man® Study, to m2asure JLOALn levels in lat and Dlood 1n Vietaam
vaterans, 'this study compared tne isvely of diodin i Lat of L0 Vietnam
veterans with that o Lwu conbrul gooups, toat 15, conlrods coasiuting of 19
Vietnam veterans «who bal a0 KodWwn exposure dad 7 Vieblian era vaterads wio
neves served in Vietnas,

The study's investigatocs alomosad that the Viatnomn veterans Jaom wilitary
records showad to have aed Bids efposure o Ayt urang2 had statusticaelly
gignificant nighor levais of tae 2,3,7,b Aloxin isoaer i toeir Rlood ana fat
than did the contton gruugs. OO the basis of thweic efioct, they conciuded
that 2,3,7,8 tetrachlocoa-diogin cail b detectand in plooa amd at at
extrem:ly low lavels (pacts per triloon); thab aa analysis of Hlood can e
perforaad to ideatilly tou preseace ol the Agent Ocange uxin tzoner; and taag
there is a correlation hetieen efpooire Lo Ageal Odamge and the levels of
dioxin found in tne biowd, Ciae awestigalois stabed toat they ad no
information concarnyg whdtner taere vas a celationaip betweon lavels of
diogin fomng 1 to@ bhloog and bae prasenca of advorie nealth,  Tha second
phase of their effoct, aususing ¢ stabe of MW Jerusey agrews ta provide
funding, will e 0 look b -bhe wscdieal imfarmation boaab was gatherad £oon the
gtudy subjects and abtbougse Lo soe L any Sd50 CoUgarnioin aXusts, bW Jursey
curcently has introdice 1 legislabion bo @ioeort tnus cliort,

Proscent at tne sews aonleruive e aembers of the s Jersey Agent Orange
Comniasion, Represtnicabive FLotLo from Now Jevsey (4o JAs Leel aCtive in
envirommental issues doa wsoiles celating to cowpensstiong [o¢ edposure Lo boile
siastances) and Reprasmtatives Dascale aad Bdgar fron the House Vetelans'
ALEairs Camnitbee, #r., Fiutio prafsad the study an a bivst effort 1a what
could eveutually have ooudiowmd Lmpact on LOALC drtiyation ard legislation,

Mo, Daschle and M. i koo Dotn expresse gratitade that proytess 8 ociny wade
and gtated that coe Cx »nould give strong consideatien to tae hew Jorssy
effort before mauting any {inal detarminatlouss conceruing the tedalnation of
tae Ageist Orange stooys, sl Congr2ssionial OFLice oo Secdhnolojy Aussessment
{Ofa) will be asked to cuiticaldly ceview tne study,

Copies of Wew Jersey's stidgy nave not yeb veen aike available to OBA, the VA,
or for that matbsed, to iy grop or organizakion, o ace in the proguess of
attempting to abtain & wopy fur ouz oW interaal review, The study nas been
presented at the Interadiivinal Symposiun on Dloxin now going on 1a Japan,

In tae meantine You wili dbcioubtedly recaive wadia and other inguiries on thig
late breaking developweat, We have oeen duvised py Hs, Donna 8t. Jona in the
VA'a Office of Puolic wau Counsumer Affaics thab gour should refer 11t media
contacts to your reéspechtiver Regional Public Alfales OEfices,  Inrjuirnes



recelved within VA Centrai Office are peing routinely referced to

Mg, 5t, Jonn, Public amd Consumer Affaiva is in the process of piuviding cach
of their rejional orfices with information relative to the pross conference
and thae study.

Besuenkiaily, toe VA" stanoe s tlkb we awie mierested in tue sbWdy and sager
Lo Lave 4t reviewsed vy UUA, tie VA's Auvisory Commibres on leadith-Relatuo
BEfocts of Herpioidez and the VA'S Bovirootental tadaros Comvictee, It would
be premacure to comrient ua the cesults of the study, or of Lhe raliability and
validity of its metnodology, until suen teviews age comsjucted,

I'11 ke you fully advisad shoudd anything furtber ttanspire which needs to
be hrougiht o your attontion, If you have any questiond Cconcerning what I've
Just cuvered I'11l be giac to respond to thew at this time,




UPI, 9/17/86

Panel: High dioxin levels found in Agent Orange victims
By JOSEPH MIANOWANY

WASHINGTON (UPI) - The New Jersey Agent Orange Commission said
Wednesday it had found abnormal dioxin levels could be detected in the
blood of Vietnam veterans exposed to the herbicide ¥ a possible
breakthrough in learning if exposure caused health problems,

Comnmission members, releasing in Washington the results of a
three~year study, cautioned that the findings did not prove the dioxin
levels found in the veterans were the cause of health problenms.

However, they stressed that the fact the dioxin levels were
detected 11 years after the end of the Vietnam War could be a crucial
step in determining if exposure to Agent Orange, a defoliant used during
the war, was responsible for a variety of health problems suffered by
some veterans years later.

Reps. Tom Daschle, D~5.D., James Florio, D-N.J., and Bob Edgar,
D-Pa., said they would ask the congressional Office of Technology
Assessment to review the New Jersey study, labeled "“The Pointman
Project.”

Daschle, a member of the House Veterans Affairs Committee, said
officials from the Centers for Disease Control, which is conducting its
own Agent Orange study, told Congress three weeks ago that it seemed
impossible to determine if exposure to the herbicide had caused health
problems,

They said the biggest problem was that there was no way to
differentiate positively between dioxin the veterans may have in their
bodies because of exposure to Agent Orange and background dioxin to
which they may have been exposed elsewhere.

The New Jersey study, done in conjunction with the University of
Texas Medical School and the University of Umea in Sweden, tested 27
people from three groups: Vietnam veterans who were likely heavily
exposed to Agent Orange, Vietnam veterans who were not exposed and
Vietnam-ear veterans who did not serve in Southeast Asia.

Toxicologist Ralph Fogleman, who worked on the study, said the
findings showed the level of dioxin in the blood was much higher for the
veterans exposed to Agent Orange than it was for the other two groups.

He said the results were similar for fat samples taken from the
veterans. He stressed that the blood tests were simpler and less
expensive,

Commission Chairman Allen Falk said he hoped the results could help
change a May 1984 settlement of an Agent Orange lawsuit. That
settlement, he said, was based on the presumption that there was no
litmus test for determining if exposure to Agent Orange had caused
health problems.

Florio called the New-Jersey study 'an historic medical research
event" which he said could also help in dioxin exposure cases other
than those related to Agent Orange.

"Agent Orange victims are the first cousins of prisoners of war,"
added Daschle,
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BY B3 MCHUGH
HHSHINGTON (RP) -- R GROUP GF YIETNRAN UETERANS. SrIENTISTS RND
GHOREGSNEN ON WEDNESTAY ANKOUNCED RESULTS OF A STUDY THEY SRID PROUES
T LRST THE BERDLY EFFECTS GF THE KARTINE HERRICIDE RGENT QRANAE,
SOIENTISTS SRID THE RESERRCHs FINWANCED BY THE STRTE OF NEW JERSEY,
SHIHS FOR THE FIRSY TINE R BIOLOGICAL PFINGERPRINT®® LEFT IN ULTERANHS?
BLaad RY BIGKINs R KEY AGENT ORANGE INHGREERIERT.
SCIENTISTS AHD SPOKESNEN FOR THE N.J. <NEW JERSEY)D HBENT ORANGE
COMMISSTONs THE STUBY?’S SPONSORs SAIB THE HEW TESTING TRKES THE CASE
RGRINST ROENT ORANGE TWO CRUCIAL STEPRS FORKARD.
THEY SRID THE RESEARCH SHOMEER TELL-TALE TRACES OF DIOXIN CHH §TILL
EE DULCESSFULLY SEEK YERRS AFTER EXPUSURE. FURTHERMOREs THE TESTS FUHHD
LEUZLS §F DIGXIN {0 TIMES HIGREK IN EXPOSED YETERANS THAN ]H GTHER
ditT%ﬂ@ EKR SERVICEMEN,
THE RESESRCH 0N 210 HIGHLY EXPOSED UETERANG: H&HnUERa STOPS SHORT &F

LINCIRG THEIR HERLTH PROBLEWS BIRECTLY 70 THE WILELY USED DEFOLIGNT,
THE SfiEHT;bTD RCENGULERGED, BUT THEY ASSERTED RT R CRPITOL RILL NTHS
Cun=ERENCE THAT THE STULY REPRESENTEL R *7BREAKTHEOUGH'® IN EFFRRTS T0
LEREK THE TRUE EFFECTS OF THE HEREICIDE.

THE RESULTS §F THT STUDYs THEY SAIDs SHOULD PROMPT THE FEDERAL
GRUIRNAZKT T IR3P 175 LONGSTARDING CLRIN THAT THERE'S NG WAY TO PRGUE
 CAUSE-ARL-EFFECT RELATIONSKIP KETWEEN AGENT ORRNGE ANE POOR HEALTH,

PRTHE BIE %n“ GETERAN HAS BEEN IN A LONG» DARK TUNNELs AND WRYEE NOM
45 SET THE LIGHTS?? SAID CHARLES KRALUSSs A WAYNEs N.J.s MAN UMD HANDLET
ROERT dxnk 3: !h JIETHAN AND JOLUNTEERED T0 BE TESTEL.

HETERARS N%T Th SOUERRNENT HAVE EEEN DERDLOCKED IN THE DER#TE RICUT
THE BEFGLIANT USET 70 CLEARR UIETRAN®S DERGE JUWGLES,

THE VETERRNS CLRIN RGENT ORANGE 15 THE CAUSE OF RERLTH PROBLEKS TO
THEH AND THEIR Fﬁi‘LlFbs RANGING FROM SERICUS ACNE TO CANCER,
GOUCENSERT GFFICTIALS COUNTER THART NG SUCH LINK KAS BEEN PRDUEN -- R
CLAIH THAT P«E”cﬁ?ﬁ UETERANS BENEFITS FOR THE ILLHESSES.

A OLAWSEIT FILED RGHRINST SEVEN RGENT GRANGE WARUFACTURERS BY YETERRNS
FRGK RMERICRs RUSTRALIA AND NEW ZERLAND RESULTED IN R $200 MILLIOGN
SETTLEKTNT IN 4934, THE LITIGQTION‘ CURRENTLY UNDRER RFPERL IHLL”JEH
AT G4 CLAINS QF RF LTH DARNRGE,

FRRASS RAD NINE OTHER UIETHHR UETERANS MITH & HISTORY. OF HANDLING
THE REFGLIANT SERYED RS PRTIENTS IM **THE PUINT MAN PROJECT*? NRMER
FGR THE SCLBIERS WHO DREW ENENY FIRE A3 LERLERS OF THEIR UNITS.

THE »”TEﬁh% WERE STURIED ALGNG WITH 17 ®?CONTROL®Y CASESs JHOLUDING
HETERSNS WK SERVED IH GIETNAM WITHAUT DIRECT RGENT ORANGT EXPOSURE.

HEE !5TE§iRa OF THE ERR WHO DID NOT SERUE IN SOUTHEARST ASIH.

LEUELS OF R DICKIN FORN KNOWN -HS TCBR RVERRGED HROUT 48 PARTS PER .
TEILlIuﬂ IN EXPOSED VETERRNSs CONPRRED TO ABQUT 4 OR 5 PRRTS PER
TRILLIOR IN THOSE WHO SAW NG UIETHAN SERU]CE! SHIN TOXICOLOGIST RALFH
SHTIR R '
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Dioxin Found 1 in Vietnam Vets

\)Sa\ W ""“W“““"*’

, Amedacallmdyreleasedyester-
day verifies for the first time that
Vietnam veterans who were ex-
posed to the herbicide Agent
Orange still carry high levels of
poisonous dipxin in their sys-
tems,

~ The report in considered a break-
through in the difficuft effort to link
veterans’ ailments to the wartime
herbicide,

“We have {ound some startling
evidence that we believe will re-
open the Agent Orange issue,” said
Allen Falk, chairman of a New Jer-
sey commission that organized a
three-year investigation of selected
veterans by U.S, and Swedish sci-
entists,

The New Jersey study was based

on a new high-technology method of
measuring tiny amounts of dioxin in
tissue. Samples of blood and fat
were taken from three groups of
veterans: 10 who the Pentagon con-
firmed had handled Agent Orange
regularly, 10 who served in Viet-
aam but had little or no exposure to
the defoliant, and seven who were
not stationed in Vietnam,

The study found that the sverage
.dioxin fevel in the high-exposure
group was seven times higher than
the low-exposure group and 10
times higher than the group cutside
Vietnam,

Dioxin has been linked scientif-
ically to cancer, and veterans have
claimed they also have suffered
from nerve defects, skin condatmns
and defects in offspring.
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CBS Morning News, 9/17/86

Faith Daniels: Agent Orange -- It's one of the most bitter legacies of the
Vietnam War. It's been at the center of controversy and medical confusion
ever since the troops came home. There is still no direct medical link
between Agent Orange and the diseases that afflict so many Vietnam uets. But
today scientists are now seeing an important step toward finding that link.
Dr. Bob Arnot is here to tell us about it., Good morning.

Dr. Arnot: Good morning, Faith. When Agent Orange was first produced for the
Vietnam War a highly toxic biproduct called dioxin appeared during the
manufacturing process. Now until recently it was assumed that if you were
exposed to dioxin it disappeared within several years. Now for the first time
researchers announced they have found large quantities of dioxin still present
in soldiers exposed to it in Vietnam. These are not the findings of
government researchers, but that of a private research group headed by Vietnan
veterans and funded by the State of New Jersey.

Wayne Wilson, New Jersey Agent Orange Commission: I wish that Vietnam
veterans were healthy. I wish that all of us were able to put this Vietnam
War behind us, and that we can get on with our lives. But the fact is there
appears to be large numbers of Vietnam Veterans who are sick. They turned for
their govermment for some understanding and for some help. And the federal
government turned its back on them.

Dr. Arnot: So Wilson and his colleagues at the New Jersey Agent Orange
Commission launched their own research under the help of the Vietnam

Veterans. That was two years ago. Twenty-seven carefully selected men
checked into a New Jersey hospital. Ten of the men were known to have been
heavily exposed to Agent Orange in Vietnam. Seventeen others were not. The
‘men were subjected to two days of testing and a surgical procedure, parts of a
new technique to measure dioxin in fatty tissue and blood.

Charles Price: In 'eighty-one I had a tumor removed from my jaw.
'Eighty-two, had a huge one under my arm that was removed.

Dr. Arnot: Charles Price was part of the study. He, like many vets, believes
Agent Orange has made him sick. Price was a flight engineer for the Air
Force. From 1969 to 1970, he flew the Ranch Hand mission, spraying gallons
and gallons of Agent Orange on the dense Asian jungle. Price says the
chemical defoliant sprayed in his face through the open cargo doors, soaked
his clothing -~ and he even waded through it on the ground. Now he knows his
body is full of dioxin.

Price: If 1 thought about it, a lot of it would probably drive me nuts, So I
just go along every day and just try to remove it from sy mind.

Dr. Peter Kahn: And look at spray handlers, men who handled the spray on a
regular basis throughout their time in Vietnam. And we matched them against
unexposed, control veterans,

Dr. Arnot: Dr. Peter Kahn was the principal organizer of the experiment. A
biochemist at Rutgers University, he supervised the surgical procedure to
remove the sample and some preliminary lab work. The samples were then sent
to the laboratories of Dr. Christopher Rappisch(sp), in Umea, Sweden, He
pioneered the new dioxin test.
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Dr. Rappisch: What we aimed at was to see whether chemical analysis could be
used to identify exposed Vietnam veterans. And when the studies were
complete, I think we could have an answer on that -- yes or no,

Dr. Arnold: And the answer was yes. Dr. Rappisch found high levels' of
dioxin stored in the fat of all but one exposed veteran. But most alarmingly,
he also found that dioxin continued to leak out of fat into blood twenty years
after exposure to Agent Orange. The highest blood concentration? 180 parts
per trillion.

Dr. Kahn: The normal values are typically around 5 and may run as high as
10. And for the heavily exposed men the mean is, I can't remember exactly,
but it's around 40. :

Dr. Arnold: Now that the dioxin has been found, what does it mean? The vets
claim that it has caused cancer, liver damage, nerve disorders and birth
defects in their children.

Dr. Kahn: There is a growing body of literature linking exposure to chemicals
that contain dioxin as contaminants to a number of forms of cancer. with
incubation times on the order of 15 to 20 years. Malignant lymphoma, soft
tissue sarcomas have all been mentioned.

Dr. Arnold: But so far, dioxin has only proven to be cancer-causing in
animals, not in humans. And yet another question has been raised. What if a
Vietnam Veteran returned to the United States, and lived and worked in an area
with high dioxin emissions? How can we be sure of the source of his

exposure? The New Jersey study claims to have the answer. With a technique
so sensitive it can differentiate between Agent Orange dioxin and other
dioxins. And this gives him a big boost in future research.

Dr. Kahn: If you are concerned about your personnel health, don't think Agent
Orange, think dioxin. And in that regard, Vietnam veterans have been, as Dr.
Arnold suggested, the point man for every citizen of this country.

Dr. Arnold: Now there are only 1275 '"Ranchhanders' who were exposed to the
high concentration of dioxin during the war. But there are over 200,000
claims made by veterans and their families. This check will now make it
possible to identify which ground troops were exposed to high levels of dioxin
in the fields. That then can help scientists to link dioxin levels with
instances of cancer and other illnesses. And it also will help to follow
exposed veterans with signs of disease in the future,

Faith Daniels: Bob, dioxin is believed to be a cancer-causer. Why isn't it
proven?

Dr. Arnold: The reason is that the incidence of these kinds of cancers is so
low <= you know, one or two per hundred thousand ~- and an increase of three
or four per hundred thousand wouldn't be seen unless we studied huge numbers
of people., This test will now allow the govermment and other researchers to
study those huge numbers of people to try and find that link. Not that it
doesn't exist, they just couldn't look for it before.

Faith: All right. Thank you very much, Dr. Bob Arnot,



THE NEW YORK TIMES, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1986

Researchers Report Finding
Telltale Sign of Agent Orange

——

WASHINGTON, Sept. 17 (AP) — A
group of Vietnam velerans, scientists
and members of Congress today en-
nounced the results of a study they say
mey finally prove the deadly effects of
the wartime herbicide Agent Orange.

Scientists sald the research, financed
by the State of New Je , Bhowed for
the first time a biological “fingerprint”
left in veterans’ blood by dioxin, a key
ingredient of Agent Orange.

Scientists and spokesmen for the.

New Jersey Agent Orange Commis-
sion, the sponsor of the study, said the
research showed that traces of dioxin
couid still be successfully seen years
after we, Furthermore, the tests
found levels of dioxin 18 times higher in
exposed veterans than in other service.
men of the Vietnam era.
The research on 10 highlar exposed
veterans stops short of linking their
health problems directty to the widel
used defoliant, the scientists acknowl-

edged, s
Findings Termed Hreakthrough

The veterans say Agent Orange is
the cause of health problems for them
and their families, ranging from seri-
ous ache to cancér, Government offi-
cials counter that no such link has been
proved, & position that prevents the |
veterans frem receiving benefits for
the- linesses,

$200 Miilton Settlement

A lawsuit filed against seven Agent
Orange manufacturers by wveterans
from the United States, Australia and
New Zenland resulted in a $200 million
settlement in 1084. The litigation, now
under appeat, included 245000 claims
of health damage.

Mr. Krauss and nine other Vietnam

jveterans with a history of handling the

defotiant served as patients in the
study.
Levels of TCDD, a form of dtoxin,
averaged about 48 parts per triilion in
xposed veterans, as against about
four or five parts per trillion in test
subjects who saw no Viemam service,

Raiph Fogelman, a toxicologist.
The cost research, about
,000, was paid for legisia-

ion passed by the New Jergey Legisla-
ture. The tests were begun last year at
Barnert Memorial Medical Center in
Paterszon, N.J. ’

But they asserted at a Capitol Hill

inews conference that the sln% repre-

Esented a “breakthrough™ in efforts to

Hearn the true effects of the herbicide.
spid the results of the study

should prompt the Federal Govern-

ment to drop its Jongstanding conten. |PmmmmminEs

tion that there was no way to prove a

cause-and-eftect relat P between

Agent Orange and poor health.

“The Vietnam veteran has been in a
long, dark tunnel, and maybe now. we )
see the light,'”” said Charles Krauss, a \
resident of Wayne, N.J,, who handled
1Agent Orange in Vietnam and volun-
teered to be tested.
'} Veterans and the Government have

been deadlocked in the debate about
the defoliant used to clear Vietnam's
dense jungles to deprive the encmy of . ’
cover,
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