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Vietnam Veterans Mortulf%y Study:

The study was desligned to assess mortality patterns of U.S,.
sexvicemen in the Army or Marines who served during a portion of
the Vietman ora (1965-1975). A sample of 75,000 vetersan deaths
was celoctsed froum the VA filles. For each of the veteran deaths,
military mervice and cause of death information wore collacted
and coded. The two types of data were merged and analyzed to
compare the mortality experienceg of veterans who sevved in
Vietnam wilith veteransg of the same ora who did not gerve in
Vietnem. This study began in December 1982 and the final report
was conpleted in December 1986.

Updats of the Vietnam Veterans Mortality Study:

The Vietnam Veterans Mortulity Study (VVMS) will provide the
initial data on the mortality patterns of veterans who served in
Vietnam and those who served elsewhers. However some of the
dloessan that were suggested as being associated with Agent
Orange exposure or Vietnam service may take a long time to
dgvelop. For example, it takes about 20 years for cartain
cancers to manifeat themselvea if they are causoed by
environmental chenmicals such as Agent Orange. We plan to
paeriodically update the mortality data and nonitor Vietnam
veterans mortality pattarns.

Retrospective Study of Dioxins and Furans in Adipose Tissue:

The VA, in cooperaticon with the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), is performing a very detailed snalysis of tissue
spacinens from approximately 200 males of the Viastnam ersa age
group. The specimens are snalyzed for 2,3,7,8-TCDD and several
other related dioxing and furans to determine if service in the
military, especially service in Vietnam has resulted in
increased levels of these compounds as compared to non-Vietnam
veterans or civilians of the same age group. The final report
for this study, which began in Octobar 1983 ias targeted for
December 1987.

Prospactive Study of Dioxins and Furans in Adipose Tissue:

A racent study estimated the half-life of dioxin in adipose
tissus to be 5~3 vears. Tharefore, among Arny Vieinam
veterans,dioxin in adipose tissve may atill reflect exposure to
Agent Orange during the Vietnam war. FProgpective collection of
adipose tismsue specimens based on prescribed protocol will
afford better control of factors that may Iinfluence the final
outcome than retrospective specimen collectior. This study wiil
strengthen the ratrospective study results and helyp to clarify
the relatlonship hetwaen dioxin levels in the body and the risk
of developing medical problems. '
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Softt Tiggue Sarcoma Study:

In view of the concerns raised by many vetarans and conflicting
findings in the scilentific literature, an independent
apideniologlc study was undertaken to detsrmine the relatioaship
of Vietnam service, probable Agent Orange exposure and other
factors to the risk of devalopling 87S. This study began in
March 1983 and the f£inal report wap completed in Decambor 1986,

Cohort Mortality Study of Marine Vietnam Veterans:

The CDC Epldemiology Study of Vietnam veterans includes only
Aray veterans in the sgtudy. ‘The VVMS results suggest a possible
difference in mortality patterns hetween Army veterans and
Marine veteransg. Thig proposed atudy wlll detsrmine the ovarall
mortelity rate as well ag caugse specific mortality rates of
Marine vetaerans who served in Vietnam and thore who served
elaewhere. This study is designed to complement the CDBC study.

Women Vietnam Veterans Mortality study:

None of the studiics that were Rlready completed or on~going ls
specifically designed to gstudy women Vietnam vetevans. This
cohort study will assess mortality esperience of women veteraus
who pervsed in Vietnam conmpered to thogs women vsterans who
parved elsavhare during the Vietnam war.

Womer: Vietnam Vetsrans Hoalth Study:

Public Law 99-372 mandatesz the conduct of an epidemioclogic study
of auy long-term adverse health effects (particularly
gendor~agpacific health effocts) which have been axperilenced by
women who served in the Armed Forces of the U.S5. in the Rspublic
of Vietnam during the Vietnam era. These include health effects
which may have resultad from traumatic experiencea during
Vietnam service, or from sxposure to phenoxy herbicides
{including Agent Orange), other herbicides, chemicals,
medications, environmental hazarda, or from any other experienca
or exposure during such service. This study will assist in
determining appropriste treatment of conditions, if any,
poesibly related to that experience. 7The contract for protocol
devalopnent wan aswarded to the New BEngland Regearch Institute in
Cotober 1286, with anticipated completion of protocol
development in July 1987. The target date for awarding a
contract for the conduct of the study is December 1987.

Cage Control Study of Non~Hodgkin's Lymphoma:

Several epldeniologic studies suggested that individuals esxposed
to phonoxyherbicides had a substantial increass in risk of
non~Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL). A case control study is planned
to investigate the poasible assoclation between NHL and Vietnam
service, Agent Orange exposure or other possible environmental
rigk factors.
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Health Survelllance of Vietnam Fra Veterans:

The existing VA records, such &8 the Patient Treatment File
(FIF)Y and Agent Orsnge Reglistry, will be monitored periocdicalily
to determine whother there are any unusual patterng or trends
that may indicate a need for an in-depth review.
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