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Good rnormng. On beholf of fhe Veferons Adrnmisfrofuon, we are pleosed fo have the
opportunity fo appeor before you fodoy fo provide on updofe on the stofus of bofh VA's

.‘**1-(

_Agent Oronge-reloted oct mes ond the Reocljusfmenf Counseling Progrom. We are
confmuing efforts fo resolve fho oomplex mednco! md scienflflc queshons concernlng

'Agenf Oronge. ln fhe mfenm, we tre prov:dmg medlcol core ond freofmenf, os well as
cn )V o : L, it
inforrnotlon fo V:efnom vefercns.x We beheve thof 0 groof deol of progress hos been

(

_I-mode m bofh oreos since we Iosf oppeored before fhis cornmlffoe on Moy 6 I98|. )

Mr. Choarmon, we are owore fhof hofh fhe Agenf Oronge issue md rood;usfrnonf to

-civflim fffe remoin key concerns for mony V'efnorn veterans. A greof deol still needs fo
_be done fo l'esolvo bofh of these concerns. Lef rne roenphosize, however, fhof the

R e e

'Voforons Adminisfrofion hos never losf sight of the speciol noeds of fhe V‘etnom veteron.
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On June ao, I982, Robeﬂ P. Nummo, Adminisirofor of Veter__ms‘ Afioirf, offici_olly )
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opproved o revised Deportment of 'Med ne_ md Sorgery program of Agent Orange-

o g ‘+’h B *««r e

feloted ocf wihes. Thernosi significmt o:iivuty which wos q:proved is o pilot study os a

"""""

prehminory 1o the fuII epldemiological siudy provided for by Congress. Other mo]or
effon‘s included are the Vletnom veierms idenﬁcol twin siudy, o mo-rioilty study, ond

apociolly-reloted reseorch projects. '
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Approval was also .gl.i“vle'r: for the establishment of the Agent Orange Projects Office
within the Deporirnent of Med:cine cnd Surgery. This ofﬁce will coordmote ond monitor
¢ variety of epndemlologicol projects. .Efforts are now underwoy to idenﬂfy key

epidemiologuc stoff who wili be req)onsible for 1hese efforts. ” The core stoffing will |

.a
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oonsist of on Epldermologist, Biostatisiicion, Stohsticol Progron'umr, Heolth Science
Speciol:s? for Guolity Assurance, cn Adrnmistroiive Assistont and supporting clencoi
sioff. '

'In oddmon, opprovol was given for omﬂnuot:m cnd improvement of the Agent Oronge
Registry, chlorocne oc:hvihes, a foilow-t.lp fo the lsterofure onolysls, a rnonogrq:h series, __
esioblnshment of a Vletnorn servioe indlcator in the Pohent Treoiment File (PTF), ond a

it f

reirospecﬁve siudy of dloxms md furr.ns in humon odipose tissue. |

STATUS OF VA EPIDEMIOLOGY STUDY:
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The epidemiology protocoi submatted to the VA by the UCLA Schooi of Public Health on
April 29, 1982, has now been reviewed by the VA Advisory Commmee on Health-Related
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- Effects of Herbicudes, the Agent. Orange WQrki.ng Grow (AOWG) ond the Office of

?’{l I,‘l _._ in—-

_r 'l‘ec!mology Aséessment. The protocol is

- 1* h “

,;f]nol_ gtoges of m;; review process. . H ls mted thai the report will he completed and
)vqr;led to \‘hg Veterqns Admimstratlon shorﬂy. . Following incorporohon of the
. MI'IQUS reylewers' commentp, we will spliglt bids for o controci for the conduct of a pi lot
ﬂudy. We mﬂclpote hoving thm solicitatlon In place before 1his December '

The purpose of the pilof giudy will be to permit us to "fme-tune" the protocol for the
'cmduct of jhe full-ocole eptdemiology study whnch wull study a populotion of
_ opproxima‘lely IB,OOO veierms. The pl!ot study hus become fhe focal porni of recent

mtlviq by the VA, the Army Agen1 Oronge Task Force (AAOTF) ond 1he AOWG -

b _;'(3}; S
.
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The AOWG hos Oppomted o abcornmmee of its Scuence Panel to estcb!:sh procedures
for eohori selechon for the epldermology prlot study The VA hus brought in
blpstoﬂsincal consultmts io work with thns subcommittee ond Wlﬂ'l the AAOTF The

i o ‘1

wbcomrnittee |s now in the process of preporing hs ﬁnol repon to the Sclence Pcnel.
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The Veterans Administration is inplemenﬁng the medical care and treotment provisions
of Pubhc Low 97'-72,-. the "Vereroris' IHeloItl-\ Core, Training, and Smoil Business Loon Act
of I’Bl " Shortly after the law wos sngned, interim guidelines for the in'lplememoﬁon of
| ﬂ'\ese provbions were issued to all VA health core facilities. Those guidelines were olso

pn.blished ip in the Federol Register on December 5, 4981, ta provnde Vretnom vetercns '

md the generol publlc with the opporrunity to commeni
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wrrenﬂy bemo reviewed by o eommiﬂee of the o
npml kodemy of Sciences 1NAS) : rhé VA ne.'s been odvised thut NAS is now In the



‘Vietnam and who rec.-uests VA medncol care is being prwided a corwlete meducol hisfory,
_physical exnmmaﬂon and appropriate diognoshc studies. When It is determlned thata
;I_conditim exists requiring freatment, ‘the respmsible staff physicion mckes q
."fwdeterminotion os to whether the condition resulted from a cause other than the spec.'ified
:expowre to Agent Orange. The gt.:Idel.lne‘s inclnde a description of those conditions
"_:whnch | determined cannot ordlnanly be eons:dered 1o be duve to such exposure.
'Ulhma?ely, it is left to the treoﬁng physlcim to exercise professionol judgrnent in
'._deiermining whether the veteron should be provlded care under this aufhorﬂty.

| ggent Orange Registry
Slnce the initiation of the Agen‘l Orcnge Registry ln 1978, apprnxsmotely 9I,000 vetercns
have received on Agent Orange examinotlon at VA hea!th care focllihes. “The VA has
‘provided cpproximately 20,000 foltow-up examinutions for Agent Ormgej The baslc
registry process involving a cornprehenswe physncol examinotlon, eompleﬁon of a
queshormire ond informing the veierm of ﬂwe results of the examinoﬂon verBaIiy ad in
writing, ore continuing 1o be followed By all health care faéilities.
R R T AT |
The mionthly report, fransmitted by VA health are focilities and compiled at VA Central
" Office, is stitl an effective 100! in measuring the numbers of examinations (initiol and
follow-up) being performed at the facilities and the nurnber of pendmg examinations.
" The Environmental Medicine Office Is continuing fo monitor the numbers of pending
exuminahom fo assure that the veteran Is provided the Agent Orange examimﬁon and
reloted treatment in o tlmely monner. Focnlmes repomng "out-of-line" situoﬁons, that
T sy facifities with exominoﬁons pending more thun 30 doys or having more than 50
--'exernlnatwns pending dJring uny reportmg penod are contocied by progrorn officials at

st e e e d e Uy
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ﬁegtshy reeords wnfh records of hoe|>l__u o‘hon‘.'In the Pohent Treeimmi '“I-'ile (PTF)
'-"---sysie_rn 3 that oerrelaﬂms con be made ;
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Defenae with regord to Agent Orunge

examlno‘hons for ocﬁve &ny personnel lnstrucﬂons will be ma:led to oll VA heulth care

Hl

focllihes for procesamg m octwe duty serwce member's request for on exomfnaﬁon and

-'The VA has recently gwen oppewol for 1he development of o eorrprehensive protoco!
that will mvolve studymg idenﬂcal twins. . The pmposed sfudy would involve identlccll
twin vetercns where one twin served in ’Vietnam dunng the penod of Herbu:ide Oronge
spruying cnd where the twin sibling did mt serve in Southeasf Asla. Thns study will be
designed 10 invest |gote whether the eurrent psycl-rological ond physicol heolth of Vietnamn
_ veferons wos odversely offected by their mlhtary experience in Vietnum. Veterans
Administratim reseorchers at our 51. Louis VA Medicat Center have proposed the study
'and ure wrranﬂy developlng the proiocol._ we would mnclpote that if ‘ihe protocol
ewvim the scruﬂny of appropriate eeienﬂﬂc reviews, we will lwnch into the physlcul :
, exominutms of aome flSO poirs of ide;\ﬁcol twins ln late l9'83 md should huve o inlhall

repoﬂ of findings by October l98h
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V_etnom Veteron Mortollty Studaes
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A carefully-—desxgned ond well-exeoufed mortoiity mcllys:s of V:etmm veterons will
provide bockground fo rmny queshons rolsed by the Ageni Orunge exposure issue in
'parﬁculor as well as 1he possible heolth effects of servnce n Vletnom in generol The
Vietnam’ Mortolaty Study is designed to unolyze md compore deuth rotes ond couse-of-
deafh prof:les of veierono with service in Vuetnom ond cornporoble veterons ‘with no
service in Vaetnam.

The studuesl v;lll use em;tdlog&eomputer records to ossen;ie d cohort of veterons and
determine therr mortohty experlence. lt should be noted fhot the mortohty-s't-udl'es wiil
provnde mortolrty information which rnoy prove useful pnrnanly in suggeshng areas for
further scientific study. These moriallty sfudnes will be conducted by researchers at the
Veterans Adrnimstrohon Centra! Office in Woshmgton, DC. The collechon and codmg of
deoth certlflcofes ond the obs?rocﬂng of mlhtory recordsl will be done by VA
controctors. We are cun:enﬂy evoluotmg submiited proposols ond hope to slgn controcts
'for these efforts shortly. 8 |s anhcipoted thot it wlil 1oke opproxnmotely two yeors to

AN AR e Al

complete the mortolny studtes. o

R N T

'\ e CE o P l::-.'_ -,
Retrospective Study of Dioxins and Furans in
- Adipose Tissve of Vietnam-Era Veterons

The Environmental Protecﬂon Agency has been oollecﬂng odipose hssue from the U.S.

gengrol populohon.
: fs» T T TS F S R S o

s

Thns Noﬁonol Ad:pose Tissue Bonk was mnioted in 1968 md now oontoios specnmens
from opproxirnotely 6 000 indi&nduols. Represented within fhls bonk |S odlpose nssue
from cpproxlmoiely 300 moles born between 1938 ond 1952. it is estimated that



7.

approxnmately 200 of these males may hove served in the US military during the

iﬂ.ﬂj{! r"ol gz{hu. ’jﬂ g}"\i!;’{‘ ;Ii ?(uf =5 T ;_u({--.* "v a."« ‘{‘3{1‘3 "‘f e f", SR A ‘?:- P '.-'_'_“_}_-‘l;__.{'__-_-'t ‘.: ¥ois.
Vietnom erg ond thot as monr as 7 0 may | served in Vietnorn.

S S
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e i:re currentty developing an ogreement by which the VA would support on !nterogency
N AP R A S iy Mg P e A 0T e e e

y to be conducted ot thelEPA Dioxln Ld;orotory in Boy St. Loms, M.ssissippa. This
qu‘a"“ !! lf,‘a -.Stiv Atel e i «pt ;, e "4 g “-”i L 5 !“]! 1“ sb s di ﬂ‘ ‘-_"‘ .15.’ T T Mgy 'a't‘.f, <“:, a"!'ti(
wl'fl be a retroopectlve study of chlorinoted joxins and furans m humon odupose tlssue.
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The study is desugned to estobh bockground levels of 2, 3, 7"B-TCDD mﬁthe .U S rno!e

L S L "i-'tj‘el' e

';_n ‘-ib {srnf-‘(t -.'-"7“3\! e ‘i‘\ ;la ? .'.' Ly :
'popéulotnon. In oddataon, this study rnoy se ve as o means of deterrmnmg whether servu:e

in the Imzlltory dnd especnt.:llvm Vletnorn has hod an effect on the Ievels of TCDD in the

", u'?!‘f l_@il -:.l, 3;"‘ -.u ‘;Q’.‘c" \t"n‘ f:;‘:!_ -’\f( ‘ ,;: '3 L e I R T T o)

odlpose tlssue. _

..' ’~ f_{ J' ‘Ih_-_
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The proposed effort would involve a jointly-fmded progrom between the VA ond EPA to
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develop the research protocol ortd approprlate sompiing ond.onalytlcol methode. The

I:'octuol malyses of the human tlssues will be oostly and tlme consumlng. Dotu should be

e P _r

forthcomlng wnthln two-three yeors.

PChlorocne Activities o
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1.

_The revlew of skm condmons to identify questlonoble coses Whlch moy be chlorocne is

continumg. | Over 3 200 Rotmg Decns:on Sheets on skm cond:taon clmms have been
reviewed by VA Central Offlce physncncns. | The medlcal records of questlonob!e cases
-I;were revlewed by o dermotologist consultant at the Woshmgton VrA Medlcol Center who
ten;iatii:fely ldentifled 12 cases requarlng a further cllnlcol review WhICh wlll mclude a
ph)'slcal examinatson of those mdaviduals. | | )

'."In" EAS r.-:'-. k '- 1 _ i.u' T "-\-'-‘-- b

We ore now In the process of moking arrongements for the physncal exominot:ons,

includmg dermotoIOQy exominotlons, of theee mdwnduols ot selected non—VA cllnics. |

b e
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cmt:cipate that these exammotlons will be oonducted durmg October.
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recommend aelec'led clolmmts for eciol derr_nofologicol exomimtaon.
a)r’ .r'*E 5: -‘.f‘t v"r 1 ﬂl.

'will review ond onolyze Agent Oronge Registry dofo reloﬁng to

belng reporied by patncupaﬁs. ' L

1 orn confident that our current eﬁ'uphosis on chlorocne-reloted ot:tivifies will osisi s in

more effecnvely |dent|fymg and ireoﬂng skin conditions which moy be the result of

exposure to Ageni Orange.

Vietnam Service Indicator for Potieht' 'l"'reoirr';enf File

The Ponent Treatrnent F nle (PTF) mointomed by the Deportment of Medicme md
Surgery hos greoi potenﬁol for epndernlologlcol research reloied to Vietnom veferons. A
mo]or problem with this automated file is that there has been no entry to identify 1hose

veterans who aoctually served in Vietnam.

-The estoblushmem of such on indlcator, in most instonces, wlll requure o hcnd oeorch of
the indmdual veteron's serwce record Thls wou!d best be ooconplished by a controct

with an orgmuzcmon whlch hos o proven record of experhse with thzs type of effort.
\

‘We, Intend to conduct @ study to determme the feosrbnlity ond cost of obtoming a

LY %

veéron's service hlsiory. Bosed Lpon the results obiamed we will then decide whether

to obtoln this informaﬂon for oll Vietnom-ero veterms in the PTF.



!olly-So!icIted Reseorch Acﬁvlﬂee_
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oved 10 new Agent Oronge research studles -

. 0 RSO S T -': 'L‘("{ﬂ' R Ei.u' -r; - .n, -
. 'thot will Invesi qote_the lmpoct on Bmic biologicol prooeses “of low levels of expooure to
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ongo!ng studies oddress 1hese _Issues olso. ‘I'he

. ;.'_o' . Liver cell funchon e
A ‘r'l e LT P SRR )L i-i «ﬁa Vi) J E I;"g’_t__ g j‘_.l._"__lf -.;1;'\ i -«C RS
o Skin cell chemisiry relotmg to chlorocne '
S Neurobehaworol funchon o , .

: '[he bosis of the design of eoch of 'these;'blologlcol s?udles includes expooing o test

rzf: \JILJ_ Ly

-_biologucol sysfern fo one or more components of Agent Oronge, ond subsequently

meawring ubnorrnolines of bnologicol funcnon.

P 'é' . . . e g, ‘1 ’f‘i ‘-.. . .h pe. N R . \4' e ;__.;_ ey ‘4_ - :_..’l(:-‘;'--: fé:.“ ;.:" Coarie e
The chemlcols used in these e:q:enments Whlch are the moln conponent ports of Agent
Cou ATy PR A T ali ) L ..‘I, h v

Orange ore. ._ Z,k-dtchlorophenoxyoceho ocrd (2 ll-D) cnd 2 h 5-1nohlorophenoxyocehc
ocnd (2,4, S -T) In oddition fo these chemucols, Agent Oronge (and eome other herbicides

used less frequenily in Vnetnorn) cor_\toined vorymg ornounts of a oontominont commonly

PR “‘k/ _' REE

referred to as TCDD (droxin) which ﬁill olso be o focus of studles to determine whether
_cnd how deloyed toxu:ity Is mamfested ofter low-dose exposure. Such studses moy

prowde clues for chnicions as to whot rnedrcol tests would be51 idenﬂfy deloyed, touic

{L-\.(

effgcts, if my, of exposure of veterons to herbicldes in V’einom.
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The blologlcol systems thoughi to be affected by exposure to TCDD are:. .I ‘

. ek . . ok . .
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o leer function: When mimols are exposed to TCDD ond related oon'pounds,
these chemicals ore stored in the liver and produce ocute liver domoge it



wovld oppeur Iike!y t&ot ony delayed horrnful effects of exposure to low doses
- of ouch oon'pounds would be monifeste& by subtle chonges in the buochemlstry '
’of the Iiver. Seven of the fun&ed reseorch studues wull inveshgute 1he
o delayed lmpo:t of exposure fo Agent Orange components and the
_ cmtominm‘l TCDD on various ospects of liver cell functions in o varsety of
'apecies. _ e .
° Ski_n} Chloracne is the one documented effeci-ldf‘ low-dose e’xposbre fo Agent
‘Or;:nge in humms One study will molyze the underlying biochemical ‘events
" thot lead 1o chlorocne in a mouse model and in human tissue cutture cells.

o The nervous systems- "Acute accldenml po:soning wlih TCDD in mon hos led
| fo o vunety of usuolly-ocuie neuronusculor d:normolmes. Four studies ‘wil)
_sysiemotucally inveshgote the effect of the oomponents of Agent Oronge on
neuronwsculcr funcﬂon, sleep ond behavior ina varlety of amrnul rnode!s. :
A new effort fo soficit ond ‘support research on the apecial hedlth problems focing
Vietnam veterans has just begun. The Réseorch and Development thce has sent
forward o' oll VA medical focilities a solicitation for reseorch siudies dealing with
" disorders ffecting Vietnam veterans ond their families. “1t ‘Is anticipated that ‘a
significont number of new studies submitted in response fo this soficitation will be
© supported in Fiscal Year 1983,

P O : Lo oS .
B P s o
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_ Fundmg hus been provided during FY 1382 for the preparahon of ] monogrcph ‘series
L designe d'to provide useful scientmc Informclﬂon on environmental factors that i muy have
" offected the heaith of military personnel serving in Vietnam.
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= ,Monogrophs are plonned on Ithe_ foll owlng_ sub ects: chlorocne, brrth deiects ond genetic
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_ counseling, insectloldes used in the milrrory, o?d Ageni Blue.
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Mr. Chorrmm, as you moy know, the comprehensive liierofure review of worldwide

‘e
LR TONAE A 5!1'53; B I CTAL I §v?’i~{* A S St C

sclermflc: Ineroture on Agent Oronge and other phenoxy herbrcndes used in Vrefnom hos
been compleied in occordonce wrth 1he provlsuons of Public Law 96—|Sl. We hdve
distributed this Mo—volume repori (whrch inclodes on onnoioted bibliography cnd cnolysis

IESY T EO I TR '--'”‘ i AT INE R *“ SRR R T e e T
of I.200 screnﬂfnc pcpers) wldely wrthm the VA ' &
SUREE ‘ alry 4.,;3,._ AL ggiir’l‘ (*“i f‘; U. _.;.;_ i:'=:"i:.{-:;.“'.;:'“":""- :. -
oAl TH A eSS ol 3 e "'»l-;.:'-a 3N i‘a ;':’1' Y tfof a-_'-e"‘ N : -
Coples hove olso ‘been provided to rnembers of fhe Whlte-House estoblrshed Agent
ENESEY XS :

| Oronge Worklng Group, the .Advrsory Oornrnrttee on Heolth-Reloted Effects of
Herb cides, 1he Nohonol Acodemy of Sclences, 1he Offrce of Technology Assessrnent, the
Deporiments of Agriculture md Defense, Surgeon Generol of the U S. Au' Force, Librory

R Y IO VLN ALE PP PR TN ""‘{' PR n.-w

of Congress, the Centers for Diseose Con‘lrol ond other lndivuduals, orgonlzotions, and

‘; f

' scienhfuc research groups. The successful corrpleﬂon of this review represents Q step

forward on the long rood o understondsng the oomplex health issues related fo the use of

herbicides. 1t will undoubtedly serve os on involuoble scientifnc resource which will

-assist scientists and others in identifying areas svitable for odditional research,
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| We lntend to periodu:olly Lpdote fhis repori cn:l to ougment it wirh a detolled cruﬁcol
oasessment of oll pubheohons oddressmg herbicide exposure wﬂh porhculor ernphosrs on

“'-&

heulfh oomeq;rences in hurnans.: it is eshmo1ed thot about 1‘000 pubhcohons hove
appecred since October l9Bl. A cr’iﬁcol review of these recent reports is needed in

order o keep this effor'l current. The Vetercms Admrnistrohon will take necessory steps

to ensure thot the literature review and molys:s remolns as currenf os posslble.
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.2 <. Armed Forces Ingtitute of Pathology (AFIP)
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The Veterans Administration is continuing 1o cooperate with the Armed Forces Institute
of Pothology in providing biopsy ond autopsy materials for analysis to the Institute. This
special r_egfstry was established in 1978 with the purpose of onalyzing tissue somples to
determine what diseases Vietnam veterans are suffering from, as reflected in biopsies or

outopsies.

The VA hos repeatedly emphasized the imporiance of the AFIP Registry and will
continue to urge VA health care facilities to send pathological moterial obtained from

any Vietnam veilerdn.

e

Education Activities

-1 .

Mr. Chairman, our environmental physicians, as Agent Orange coordinators at our major
VA heulth care focilii_i_es; remain the key link in exomining ond advising the veteron
coﬁcerned about exposure 1o Agent Ofatige. In order fo ensure that these heahh'_oare
staff remain completely abreast of the latest deveiopme_nfs, nationwide conference caolls
are held on a regular basis. When required, special conference f:alls are scheduled on
significant developments requiring fhéir immediate attention. |

In oddition to the conference calls, relevant Agent Orange-related literature is
perL;Qicqlly sent to the immediate ottention of environmental physicians. -Staff support
within the Environmental Medicine Office is available 1o assist in the explanation of
specific documents o fo answer questions which may be raised by the information
received from VA Central Office. |
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&wironmenfal phys:clons are erbcoufoged 0 pcrﬁclpute in ‘_lmportam scienﬂﬁc meehngs

“orv Agent -Oron tonces In..order fo keep’ abreast of
sclentifie md medncol deve opmem Members of oor own VA Centro! Ofﬁce ﬂoff '-
pluyed ] key role in 1he p!cmmﬁ .md“organizing of cn "Imernutaonal Syrnposlum on
"thorlnated Dioxms cnd__R :oted Con'pwnds" which was he!d in Arlington, Virgmm.
Qotaber 2525, 1981,  On October 12-14, 1932, or. B Barcloy M. Shepard, ey special
osiuom, md Dr Alvnn I.L;__“_ounglwill ocﬂvely porhcipote in ‘the "3rd In‘lemotionul
| Syrmosaum on Chlormo1ed 6IOXII1$ mcl Reloied Corrpounds“ which will be held in
Salzborg Aus?rm. ] have been udvised thut eeveral of our environmental physiclms are
olso plcnnmg to ottend. Through such purt:clpohon l am confldent thut our heulth care

ﬂaff wIII rernam professlonally current with the Iatest ﬂndmgs on the short md Iong-
rcnge effects of Agem Oronge nnd oiher envnronmental wbstances. ‘
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VA Public lhfo}ﬁwa;}_i'on Activities

As pori of our effort 1o mform Vietnom veterons, _thenr famlltes, and oiher concerned
indmduals ond orgmnzutuons obout Agent Orunge ond the oss:stonoe provnded by the VA,
we prwuced and dnsmbuted to oll VA field siohons o videotope entltled "Ageni 0ronge |
‘A Search for Answers." . S T TR B

While a recent iniernol sufvey 'indiccned that mony 1housonds of peopzle have viewed the
progrom on television or in numerous groups of mdwaduol showings, we are encouraging

geftervaeofthe film. o

We are very pleosed to repon that this videotape has received oonsiderable uocloim from
crihcs. The Hea!th Educoﬂon Oomrmnicotlon Associoﬁon and the Network for

Coniiming Medacul Educanon presented m uword of rnerit 1o the VA for "outstandlng

e e hi .‘,.--:_'--;"- P IR Y
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ochievemenf in the use of relevision for edl;cohon ln the heolrh ociences." The
lntermtionol Televnsion ;;SOCIOﬁOH (ITVA_) oworded lfsUGoIden Ree!} o\f Exezl;eme for
the vldeoiope's "haghly-effecﬂve foryr.n_ﬂ..orf *con;n';nieo;ion:v;hich Miréi;ed 'ﬁ; ;ner b
orgcnlzoﬁon better ochieve irs s;o:edgools." The‘ ;:r;giilm olso wos cited‘bjyk iT]VA for

PSS AN o 1 PR ges i

creotlvity, imovofwe 1echn;ques, cnd high-produchon volue. In oddnﬁon, the 'progrorn
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also received cn Ernmy Aword frorn the Nutionol Acodemy of Television Arts md
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Scnences.

We ore dehghted by thrs recognit |on md encourage olt inierested individuols to view this _

progrorn. -
The VA tokes ser |ous!y its oblagorion to keep veterans informed obour Agent Oronge We
'have olso pursued other ovenues to provrde inforrnutlon crod eduootlon to concerned

Vleinom veterons cnd 1heir fomilles cnd VA employees on rnoﬂers reloted to Agent

Orcnge. '

Eorly thls yeor, an wtomoted moillng Iist wos developed from rhe Agent Ormge |
Regusrry. In June, leﬂers were sent 1o 1hese veterms olong with the flrst 1wo of o new
senesmof ‘printed informotnon rnoreriol on Agent Oronge One of these pomphleis wos -
devored pnrnornly to Pubhc Low 97-72. A third pomphlet hos been issued cnd a fourrh is
in producrion.

VA ?fflciols hove porﬂcipoted in publlc seminors, news media inferviews ond orher ptblie
_ forums deoling with 1he sr.lbject of Agenr Oronge -

vl B N . TR
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| " VA Liaison with State ;Agl ent Orange Activities

At the present time, 18 states have initioted programs direcﬂ)r reloted to the Agent
Orange issuve. The VA is continving its efforts to maintain an effective, ongoing



e ‘f?hf_lonshlp wlth eochﬂ;of these siute Pr°9r0ms. One of the prime reslm"-"‘“""ﬁes °f our
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odverse effects of dloxins, as well as the sfatus of VA Agent Orclnge progroms.

'-To fhls end the VA hos provnded the 'stotes with.copies of oll pertlnent Agent Ormge '_
_ moienals ond we have exiended io'offu:ials frorn oll of 1hese staies an open invitotion to
dﬂend the VA Adwsory Commmee meeﬁngs'" Several of the smes sent delegations to
'1he meehng held on Augusi 31, | '

The efforis are of a conhnuous mture cnd are- beneflclol to oII concerned partles. As
_new states become invoived in 1he Agent Oronge issue, VA wnll include them in its
informchon exchunge program. | | =

" White House lAgent Orgn_ge !li{;or'k"ing Group (AOWQ
We are pieased to report that the Veterms Administration |s continulng to pluy an octlve
role in the White House Agent Oronge Worklng Group md its Scnence Ponel.
Thss oommmoe was estd)hshed in July I98I when the lnterogency Group to Study the
' ‘Possible l..mg-Term Heolth Effecis of Phenoxy Herbicides od Contaminmts was
cxpchded md elevoied in status to the Cd:oinet Council level. .o



""The Deportment of Heolth cnd Humon Serwces (DHHS) is the leod ogency in the vmrkmg
a-:group In oddmon to DHHS ond VA the AOWG includes rwresentotwes frorn the
:Deportments ot Defense, ‘Agriculture, cnd Lobor, Environmentol Protectro:t“;\gmcy,
':Offlce of Momgement ond Budget, Council of Economic Adwsors, Office of Science and

: Technology ond Office of Policy Development. |

“The AOWG hos been very helpful to the VA in the revlew of our plonned epldemrologacol
:'study, rnortolnty study, cnd othtér irnportont reseorch efforts. Through the AOWG
mechanism, the VA aiso hos been oblec i& contribute to the success of Agent Oronge
reseorch efforts conducted or sponsored by other federol depdrtments ond ogencies. The
'rnore irrportont of these reseorch efforts are  the U.S. Air Force's "Operotion Ronch

‘Hond" study and the Centers for Disease Control's Birth Defects Study.

r B _\.‘ u B e - ;‘, N '
We wew our portlclpotuon as vitol to the smentific process md os fulfy cons:stent with

the President's gool of ensurmg cee thot the full resources of the federol government

are ovailoble to support the workmg group's continuing efforts." o

. Advisory Commitiee on Health-Related Effects of Herbicides

This oommlttee, estobllshed in |979, contmues to meet quorterly ot VA Centrol Office

for the purpose of a's;éneung cnd molyzlng informotlon whnch the VA needs o

tl i,'._ [

formulote medlcol poticy md procedures on the oomplex questnons surroundang \;etercns'
herbicide exposure,




® irigs fhe Edhimitfee hasiiiscu
" I:_-'.ll\erbickle Ntetbtire review, the VA-solicited in-hous
Dronge h\d Agenf Blue, Iﬂme VA Imor'ioli ty
| "'__-.E_F‘a'ee He_olth Study, the‘ ICDC Bu’ih _Def s@fudyihe préposed VA thn S‘ludy.
K AF IP Agent Orange ﬁeqistry, ‘the QA n e |
Gtivities, G iHaHErS BY contem o \ne
msWers to fhe dlfficult quesﬂons roised obout ‘the poslble human’ heolih effects of
therbicides. '
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I':."ihB_VA epidemiologlca! siudy ond

internuhonol dmxm symposiums, 1he Air

h | senes, ond rnony ofher 4e9eorch
_;?1erms md scienﬂsts searching for

The cornmfﬂee hos been purticu!urly helpful in odvising the VA on 1he Iiterature review
and the epademlologicol study. The llterature revlew, published October IPB! was the
subject of severdl sessions ‘and é:onsnderable tirne and aftention have been devoted to a
critique of the proposed epidemiotogical study design. |
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Verbatim fronscripts are prepared and made ovailable fo opprop'riute government offices
ond inierested orgonizotions ond lndwiduu!s A c0py of each trcmcript also is sent 1o all

environmental physicians.

. Policy Coordi'nu-tih_g Committee

bnr reédgniﬁon 'of the importance of the Agent Orange issve, the Administrotor has
reorgmized ond elevated in status the Policy Coordmating Committee (PCC) which was
the Agency‘s central ‘coordindting polni for Agent-Oronge related octlviﬁes The PCC
developa policy for review and q:proval by the Adminisfrotor. 1t now is coniposed of the

X

top Ieoderdrlp of the major departments and stoff offices within the VA. Mr, Everett

Alvcrez, Jr., Depufy Adminlsfrafor, chairs fhe RCC.



i8.

I wish fo conclude this part of my testimony on Agent Orange, Mr. Chairman, by again
expressing the ‘total commitment of the 'Veigrcns Administration fo 'aﬂ-'e"'nﬁfing to
resotve the my‘issues relating to Agent Orange. Although there is no way that we, or E
myone, con guarantee that witimate and CBncIOs'ive' answers will be found fo the
extremely-complex medical ond scientific issues stemming from the use of the defoliant
Agent Orange in Vietnam, nevertheless, we will continue 1o vigorously pursue the search
for those answers. These efforts will center not 'only on our own research initiati\}es, but

will be closely interfaced with the intensive research now underwoy by other federol,

public and pnvote institutions.

Readjustment Counseling

The Vietnom-era Veterans Readjustment Counseling Program has seen a number of
important developments in recent months. ' '

' | | e
In Junuursr, the Veterans Adminisirotio_n vested responsibility for this program in o new
independent professional service~-the Readjustment Counseling Service—and established
that service on the sorne administrative level os Medical, Surgical, Nursipg, Proﬁheﬂcs, |

etc.

A new program director was appointed by the Administrator of Veterons Affairs on
February 10, 1982, following an intensive and thoughtful search and selection process.
Thef-_:'ew Director of the Readjustment Counseling Service, pSychiotrist,- Arthur 5. Blank,
Jrey M.D;. is.a Vietnam veteran ond has been psychiatric consultant to. the progrom slncej
its earliest planning stoges in 1979,
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A thsrd hoderehjp initiotive wo; token on 4June l, % g, when o new posrtton was creoted, |

*? 3?
g;nief of Cumpllqg Servlce 3p\d clf l tm Dr Raymond M. Scurfleld from

lmprowng the momgement md orgonizotton of the Vet Center Progrorn hos been one of

oqr top pnormes. ln oddltaon to ougmenting our Centroi Offnoe program mcnogement
group, we hove tot‘en steps to strengthen the offlces of our six Regionol Coordmotors
who oversee Vet Center operations in their respectlve regions. During the
developmentol phose of the progrom, eoch of these importont offices was staffed by a
Reg:onol Coordmotor oncl a single secretory. Eoch Reglonol Office now has on Asslstcnt
Coordtnotor for Admamstrotwe Serwces, ond we are further strengthemng the Regnonol
Coordinotors‘ stoffs with the opponntrnent of an Assrstmt Coordmotor for Clinlcol
Seg'vlces ond on oddrtlonol secretory. | ' | )

Frorn an orgmnzot:onol stondpornt, the most :mportont development ot reoent months
has been the ptbhcotron of o new progrorn cnrculor, whrch clarifies lines of outhority ond

| .responsibrhty. It contoms severol key elements*

t “a. The t'e:pons'billtles of the Dlrector ond the Reodjustment Counsellng Servlce
ttoff in Control Offace for overoll supervislon ond monogement of the progrorn are
qoelled out. The Dzrector md hrs stoff hove dtrect operotnonol control of the Vet
Center tystem through the Regnonol Coordlnotors ond, withrn Centrol Office,

,L report to the Deputy ACMD for Protessnono! Servroes ond to the Chref Medical -

Darector through the Associate Deputy Chlef Medical Director.



b. The responslbilnﬁes of ihe Roglonul Coordinotor's stuff are nlso clurlfled. We
have cstd:llshed clear Iines of outhority ond reapmibuhty from Vel Centers io the

- Regional Coordinator's stoff 1o ﬂte Reodjustment Counseling St;rvice ln Cmtrol
... Office. 'lhe Regionul Coordlmtors are responsible for aelection cnd oll a.pervklon

: ..\__of the Team Leoders, and ihe progrom darector Is rewonsible for selecﬂon md al

- _'wpervlslon of the Reguonul Coordinotors. We bave also spelled out the relahonship

v fg,,;

between Vet Cen‘lers and the!r local VA Medical Center purem focllities. The )

“clrevlar directs that the parent VA medical center Is req:onslble for providing the
Vet Center all required wpport services. On professionul mcmers, the rnedicol

center's role with respect to the Vet Cenier operaﬁons is to be cmwlfai Ive cnd

collaborative only.

T

As pari of our reconsmuimg of the mmogemeni cnd orgcnlzahon of ‘lhe reod]ustment

counseling program, we have mshtuted ﬂnonclol md oocounﬁng procedures whlch track

all program funds and maintain their ecrmorked churocter ut the Iocal Ievel. )

As you know, Mr. C!nirmm, we have olao established 0 mechcnism fo controct wlth_

prlvote sector provlders to furmsh readjustment counse!ing sarvtces to V‘einom-eru
veterans who do not have access to one of our Vet Centers. We are using a decenirolized
model with o oontrucﬂng committee nt eoch of 122 medncol ceniers. The mtrocﬁng

.....

committee includes two merrbers of o Vet Center stoff in eoch instcnce. As of August

3I, over 300 contracts hod been awurded We are currenﬂy mluaﬁng the quulity and

effeci lvunss of this new mode of service delwery
¢ :

11101 mb&s my s‘latement, Mr Chainmn. | will be pleosed to answer my quesﬂm |

youormnbersofthemnmltteemayhave o
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