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LINE-ITEM VETO
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

correct.

Mr. GEEAS, In that regard, then,
naving had the good fortune to hava
received the clearance of the minority
to offer & unanimous.cansent request
to consider line-item veto legislation, 1
would now ask if the majority leader
ship, through one of its spokesmen,
would also concede s unanifeous-con-
sent request for that purposs.

The EPEAKER. Has the gentle-
man's leadership put that request in
wri

ting?

Mr. CEKAS. No: it has been repre-
sented to me,

The SPEAKER. It would be nice to
get him on record.

Mr. GEKAS. Is there someone here
representing the leadership who can?

1 represent Lo the Speaker that that
congent has been given to me,

The SPEAKER. | thank the gentle-

man, -
Mr. GEKAS. 1 hear no resporus
from the majority leadership, howevw-

er,

If that be the case, 1 would have to
then say that the case for the line-
item vetd has met with an obstacle
trom the fafiure of the majority 1o re-
mdt. to this unanimous-consent re-
ques

THE DEFICIT "DOWN PAYMENT"

{Mr. BROWN of Colorado azked and
was given permission to address the
House Ior 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr., BROWN of Colorado. Mr,
Speaker, today's Wall Street Journal
reports some Democratic leaders
remain unconvineed of the President’s
sincerity in seeking to achieve & down
payment reduction of deficita, No

not be held hostage to the ambition of
Presidential candidates no matter
what party,

1 hope we will be willing to put aside

ent. When the Ameriean peopls
e such sniping before we have even
begun to sit down and talk, they may
fadly conclude that some of aur Mem-
bers are more concerned abaut parti-
Rl polities thax reducing the defieit,
Our citizens deserve better. -
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RESIGNATION A8 CHAIRMANMN
AND APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR-
MAN OF HOUSE DIELEGATION
TQ CANADA.UNITED STATES
INTERPARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEARER laid before the
Howse the following rexignation as
Chairman of the House delegation to
the Canada-United States Interpariia.
mentary Group:

COMMITIEE 0N FORRION AFFAIRS,
- Washingion, D.C, January 17, 1300 .

Troup.
Wilh bext wishes, I am.
Stnoerely yours,
. Dawrg B. Pagcurs.,
Chatrman
The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the resignation is accepled.
There wia 0o objection. .

Q1220

The SPFEAKER. Pursuant to the
provisions of 22 US.C. 278d, the Chalr
appoints as Clizirman of the U.S. dele-

- gation to attend the 25th meeting of

the Canads-United States Interparlia-
mentary Group March 8 through 12,
1984, in Puerto Rico the genileman
trom Matryland, Mr. Baxnza

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER OpF
SELECT

THE PERMANENT
COMMITTEE ON IRTELLIGENCE

The SPEAKER. Pursuant 1o claum
&), rule X, and clause 1, rule XLVIIL,
the Chair appoints the geuntleman
from California, Mr. BriLewsow, as s
member of the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence to fill the
existing vacancy thereon.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THEX HOUSE

The SPEAKER lhid before the
House the following communication
from the Clerk of the House of Repre.
sentatives:

Wasniworow, D.C, January 27, 1988
Hon Twosas P, O'NaiLL, Jr.,
The Spsakey, House of Represeniafives,
Wazhington, D.C.

Dzax Mz, Srmaxm: Puryuant to the pes- .

mission granted in Clause §, Rule I of the
Rules of the U.8. House of Representatives,
I have the honor to transmit sesied enve-
:mmmmwmunmum-
oW

(1) AL 1243 pm. on Friday. January 37,
1984 and said to contain s message from
President wherein he trarumits the
Annus! Report on U.8 participation in
UN.: and

{2) At 12:45 p.m. on Friday, January
1954 and said to contain & mesaage from
President wherein he trunsmita the
grl.munnmrtofmmmm:

With kind regsrda, T am,
Sincaraly,

: Brsaamm J. Guram,
Clerk, Howase of Representaliven
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REPORT OF ACTIVITIES OF US,
GOVIRNMENT.IN THE UNITED
NATIONS DURING 1952—MES.

The EPEAKER lhid DYefore the
Houssa the following message from the
Preatdent of the Unitad States; which
was read and, togelher with the -
companying papers, referred o0 the
Committee ort Foreign Aflairs.

(For message, see proceedings of the
Senate of Friday, January 27, 1984, at
bage 8291.)

SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF

TOURISM POLICY COUNCIL,
FISCAL YEAR 1983-MEBBAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER lsid before the
Houss the following message from the

. President of the United States; which

was read and, together with the ac-
companying papers, referred to the
Committees on Energy and Commerce.

(For message, see proceedings of the
Senste of Priday, January 27, 1984 ab
page 8291.) ;

The
House the following message from the
President of the United Siates: which
was read apd, together with the so-
companying papers, referred to the
Committee on Energy and Comraerce.
(For message, see proceedings of the

Sepate of today, Monday, January 30, -~

1984.)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE
SPEAKER

The SFEAKER. Pursusant to the
provisions of clause 8, rule I, the Chalr
announces he will postpons further
proceedinga today on each motion to
suspand the rules on which s recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered,
or on which the vote i objected to
under clause 4 of rule XV.

Such rolleall votes, if postponed, will
be taken on Tuesday, January 31,

1984,
e
AGENT ORANGE AND ATOMIC
VETERANS RELIEP ACT

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker,
T move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 1961) to smend title 38,
United States Cods, to provide a pre-
sumption of service connection for the
occurrence of certain disesses related
to expaosure to herbicides or othar en-
vironmental hazards or conditions in
vetarans who served in Southeast Asly
during the Vieltnam era, a3 amended,

The Clerk read as follows

L]
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%Egi‘;shi

3

ISARILITY AND
DEATH ALLOWANCES POR CERTAIN

VETERANS AND BURVIVORS
“See.

I

- treatad for purposes of all other.laws

and
- P=-1810",

shall be paié at the rates prescribed
tion 489 of thus title, = 20

“(b) The disessss referred to in subsection
(az&l,thtmtonmmfouwgg

FH T
il

i
g
a

or
desth allowance payable
to the survivors of & vetsran shall
such survivors based upon the eligivility

]

quirements and rstes applicabls 10 pay-
ments uner chapter 13 of this title.
“§ 454, Othar honefils

“A disesss establishing sligiblity for o
abllity allowancs undar this chapler

United States (other than chapiers 11
13 of this title) as Uf such diseass wers sary-

appropriste committess of Congress the
{irst report required by section 307(bX32) of
the Veierana Health Programs Extension
Acy of 1978 (Public Law

{1 The tables of chapters at the begin-
ning of titls 3%, Dnited States Code, and at

beginning of part II of such title, are
smended by inserting after the item rejat-
ing o chapter 13 the following new jtem:
“14. Disability and Death Allow-.
ances for Certain Veterans and -
Survivors

g

451",

Sec. 4. This Act ahall take effect on Ocio-
bar L, 1683, No benetit may be paid for any
period before such date by reason of the en-
actment of this Act,

ed';‘he SPEAERER, 13 a second demand-

Speuker, I demand & second.

The SPEAKER. Without objectign,
s second will be considered as ordered.

‘There wss no objection.

The SPEAKER. The gentlsman
from Mississippt (Mr. MONTGOMERTY)
will be recognized for 20 minutes and
the gentleman from Arkansss (Mr,
Hasuenscruivr) will be recognixed

GENERAL LEAYE

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker,
I ssk unanimous consent that sl
Members may have b legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks, and include extraneous materl-
al, on the subject of the bill under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Miagissippit ’

There was no objection.

MNr. MONTGOMERY, Mr. Speaker.
I yield myself 4 minutes,

Mr. Speaker, following extensive
hearings by the Committee on Veter-
ans' Affairs. 1 am pieased to bring W
the Noor of the House K .R. 1861, a bill
that would provide s temporary dis-
abllity, or death, allowance for veter-
ans who served in Southeast Asla
during the Vietnam era and were ex-.
posed to agent orange, and who later
:gn“end from three specific disabil-

The bill would alao provide a dissdbt)-
ity, .or -death, sllgwance for
wha participsted (n the testing of ay-
clear devices or in the occupation of
Hiroshima or Nagasaki during World
War II, and who later suffered from
three serious conditions.,

Mr. Spesker, there has been much
controversy concerning the long-term
health effects that may be related to
service In Vietnam and exposure (o
agent orange. The reporied bill ia »
compromise measure that weé worked
out in the full committes. The bill we
bring to the floor today passed the full
commlittee by vote of 30 to 0. Some
Members feel the measure iz inad-
equate, and they will speak later in
the debate. Some Members feel we
should not enact legislation until the
agent orange study, now belng con-
ducted by the Centers for Disease
Control in Altanta, has been conclud-
ed

Mr. Speaker, the CDC atudy is not
expected to be completed until 1988 or
1989, The measure before us today is
clearty a compromise pending the final
results of the CDC study. This bill ia
not an expensive measure, The first
ful] year cost of this bill would be $4.7

fon. Those costs are assumed in
the tirst concurrent budget resolution
adopied by the Congress,

As chalrman of the committee, I am
pleased withh the progress we have
made to bring to the floor & measure
focusing attention on this issue. I want
to thank the ranking minority
member of the full committee, Mr,
Hauueascuuiny, for his cooperstion:
the distinguished chairman of the sub-
cornmittes, Mr. Arrircars, for the

- Jeadership he has shown; for the coop-

sration and support given by the dis-
tinguished gentlemsn from Ohio, the

L
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ranking majority member of the b

committee, Bos McEwsw.

Finally Me mlmuieon-
pnmmttmchldmuuuml.
Tou DascuLs, & distinguished member
ofmceommittn.fwﬂunﬂormlt
nep in this legisiation. HMe haa
been a strong advocats in the
mmltm to move the bill to the
Hounnoor In saddition, I want to
Roy Rowrawd, the distin.

guished gentlemm from Georgia. who~

has just completed hig first year as a
member of our committee. -
x.mmunmm to all members of
¢ committee who have gilven »0
much of their time sttending hearinga,
and markup sessions in order to get
this blil to the floor, The attendance
of our members has been outstanding.
. I now yield 4 minutes to the distin.
guished gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Ap.
PLEGATE), the chairman of the Subcom.
mittee on Compensation, Pension and
Insursnce.

Mr. APPLEGATE. Mr. Speaker,
thank you, Chairman MoNTGOMERY,
for yieiding to me this time.

My, Speaker, I am very happy to be
able to stand here today and presemt
the bill, H.R. 1961 to my eolleuuu in
the House of Representatives.

When 1 came here in 1977, I made a
commitment to the Vietnam veterans
that there should be some kind of a
compensation program {0 take care of
a disease which was first officlally &i-
sgnosed many years after service hut
undoubtedly had its start during that
service. Although this t5 not some-
thing new, the highly complex medical
questions presented by agent orange
are 50 novel and unigue that innova-
tive a.ppur‘?chu by the Conm are

Unllke injuries im:umd during con-
flict. medical problems which might be
reiated to exposure to this toxic
chemical may not surface many times
until years after the veteran has re-
turned home. It Is these veterans, our
Vietnam veterans, who were exposed
to agent orange and who suffer from
the specific disabilities Hsted 1 the
bill which are our concern today.

Members of our committee have
demonstrated their atrong desire to re-
spond to the apprehension and con-
cern among some Vietnam veterans
and their families. During the 97th
Congress. we enacted legislation giving'
medical care o Vietnam vetersns
whose medical problems could possibly
be related to exposure to agent orange
or to radiation while in service, We are
spending close to $100 og &
atudy by the Centers Con-
trol to find the answers. But these an-
swers will not be avatlable for several

The bill we are considering today is
A stopgap messure, As Chairman
MowrrooMERY said, it will provide a
temporary disabllity or death allow-
ance for veterans who served in South-
east Asis during the Vietnam war and
may have been exposed to agent
orange or who were exposed to low-
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fits for agent orange veterans if they
are shown (0 have soft tissue sarcoma

.within 20 yeara from the time they

left Vietnam or tf they have a liver
condition called PCT or the skin con-

dition chloracne within 1 yesar [rom - tleman

leaving. Similarly, benefits would be
provided for veterans who participated
in the testing of nuclear devices while
in service or occupied Hiroshima or
Nagasaki and who suffer from leukse-
mia, cancer of the thyrold, or polycy-
themin vers, a bone marrow disease,
within 20 years trom their xposure io
such radiation. If the disabilities are
shown to exist within the time limits
in the bill, payments would be at the
same rates as if the disabilities were
service connected.,

1 also want to point out that this bil)
has a sunset clause. Benefits would
terminate 1 year after the agent
orange ttudy lx received by the Con-
gress, This means that we will have 1
full year in which to decide what we
need to do after we have what we hope
will be the anawers to 1 lot of our
questiona.

The bt!lhuamodeatoon.oru.'l
million for the first year, increazing to
ordy $5.4 million § yeurs from now.

Mr. Speaker, as Chairman MoNTGONM-

mittes iz nonpartisan and proveteran

in this spirit that agree-
ment was resched. 1 just want to aay

the final committee vote on or-
dering the bill reported was 30 to 0,
onpe again showing how the Veterans'
Affairs Committee works together for
veterans.

I would be remiss if I did not say at
this time how much assistance I re-
ceived from my colieague from Ohlo,
Bos McEweN, the ranking minority
member on the subcommittee as well
MoNTGOMERY and Mr.

Rowiand of Georgia gave us the bens-
fit of his experience in the fleld of
medicine. And it goes without saying
that without the perserverance and
vigor of the gentleman from South
Dakots (Tox Dascits), this bill would
never have gotten oif-the ground.

Mr, Speaker, this is a reasonable and
limited approach to & problem which
will not go away. It is s good bill and 1
urge my collesgues in the House to
Jjoin me in giving overwhelming ap-
proval of HR. 1981.
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HAMMYRSCHMIDT, Mr.
m Iyleldmyulfmcbthmnl

Speaker. 1 join with my colleague, the
distingulshed chsirman of the House
Veterans' Affairs Commitiee, the gen-
from Mississippl (Mr. Mow?.
SOMERY), In support of the legislation
before the House, H.R. 1961. My col-
league from Mississippl haas, a8 ususl,
provided diligent and responsible lead-
erahip in shepherding this matter
through the committee, and I offer
only the highest pralse for hia efforts.

Many members of the comnmittee are
to e commnended for their contribu-
tlou in bringing this legisiation to the

m muemm rrom Ohlo (Mr. Ap-
PLECATR), chalrman of the Subcommit-
tee on Comperssation, Pension, and In-
surance, has worked long and diligent-
1y toward the resolution of a very com-
plicated issus. Ris leadership has been
of great value.

The Subcommittes’s ranking
member, -the gentleman !rogl Ohlo.n ;
‘Nz, Bos McEWERN, hasalso con

much time, energy and guidance In as-
suring that this bill is the best poasible
solution to & complex problem.

The gentleman from South Dakots,
of course, has piayed a major role on
HR. 1961. He and others have had
and retain very strong concerns about
one of the most perplexing veterans
lssues of our time. They would have
gone further on this bill than most of

us.

On the othér hand, Mr. Spesker,
there are many—and I am among
them—who feel strongly that we
ought to legialate very cautioualy in s
tield of medicine that thus far is
devoid of the scientific expertise that
ought to be available before lawns are
passed by the Congress.

Mr. Speaker, & sense of cooperation
and compromise caused a broad com-
mittee consensus on this bill. We cast
& 30-10-0 vote Lo report the bill to the
floor. We did this after hearing many
witnesses from the veterans' Adminis-
tration and other Government and ¢i-
vilian medical experta. Veterans ap-
pearing slone or represented by the
several major veterans organizations,
offered valusble testimony and insight
into this important matter,

Mr. Speaker, during the hearings on
this bill, T made it very clear that 1
had aerious reservations about provig-
ing compernsation for disesses not yet
sclentitically linked to the doxin



|
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those study results or whether
ought to do at least that which is

It may well be that the Congress cannot
wait for scientific answers in the short term,
in which case it may well be that the socio-
political aspect of thia problem will have to
be addressed. .

We do that addressing in this bill.
~- There iz another aspect of the bill,
Mr. Speaker, that, in my view, was not
as difficult to resoclve, and that is the
relief sought for certsin veterans ex-
posed to lonizing radiation, either
during atomic testing or while part of
the Armed Forces occupying Hiroshi-
ma and Nagasaki. Medical evidence
has detalled many health and life.
threatening aspects of such radiation
exposure although again, even on this
issue, we do not have a complete scien-
tific picture,

But certainly, Mr. Speaker, it is well-
known that radistion exposure
caused some types of cancer. I think
that the proponents of this aspect of
H.R. 1581 stand on s well-built piat-
form of knowledge as compared to the
one still under construction for agent
orange. In this connection I want to
commend the gentleman from Geor-
gia, Dr. Rowiamo, for this contribu-
tion as to this aspect of the bill

Finally, Mr, Speaker, the sunset pro-
vision of this bil) doss offer the Cob-
gTess an opportunity to reexamine the
issue upon completion of the studies
now underway, At that time, we may
see that our action here today was
both beneficind and foresighted and
even that much more will have to be
done. Of course the ocpposite may be
true and we hope that it i, for then
the very real fears and apprehensions
of a large number of veterans and
their families would baovercome.

Mr, Spesker, the Veterans' Affairs
Committee 13 dedicated to serving the
best interests of the men and women
who served thelr country, They did
not ask for the conditions military
duty imposed on them, but accepted
those conditions without' hesitation.
They stood tall and many endured
hardships and suffered disabilities
beyond description. Sometimes those
disabilities came into view later tn life
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mthhwhmeo!theﬂm
1981. These kinds of mdlﬂdu‘znnlg
the very special charges of the Con-
gress of the United Bta

]
1

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker,
I yleld 4 minutes to the gentlman from
Bouth Dakota (Mr. Dascmz), ths
chief author of H.R. 1941,

in support of H.R. 1961, the Agent

. Orange “and Atomic Veterans Relief

Act. This legizslation is the culmination
of sguersl days of often contentious
hearings and a grest- deal of hard
work. It 13 far tfrom a perfect billand I
aleri my colleagues Lo & special order
al the close of business on Tuesday,
whete we hope to elaborate on this
legisiation. But this is a beginning and
its adoption will further the reconcili-
stion proces between this Govern-
ment and the veterans who fought in
the unpopular Vietnam war. Houss ap-
proval will be & landmark decision and
an implicit acknowledgment that their
are long-term heaith effects from ex-

has posure to the dloxin eonl.unins.ud de-

Io}’hnt. agent orange.

ny ,douotknowtor[

certaln as exposure s difficult to
meagure, There were many new, ex-
perimental drugs, herbicides, and in-
secticides used in large quantities in
Southeast Asia that could be combin.
Ing to¢ have a aynergistic effect on
thess men and women. Though these
chemicals may very well have saved
lives in the short term. they may be
responaible for a national tragedy in
the long term. Studies conducted over
the next & years should greaily im-
prove our existing knowledge of the
chemircals used in Vietnam as well as
about the health of the Vietnam vet-
eran as & population, .
Despite the nay-sayers claims that
the modest benefits awarded in H.R.
1981 are not deaarved, one thing is for
sure, the past few years have produced
a Jegitimate list of scientific evidence
both the Berbicide sgeat orenge. and
. agent orange, and
ita chemital contaminant, dioxin, to
the degres that 1t will probably naver
be used nor produced in this country

agaln.
I this fact, coupled with unusus)
young men who

clreumstances where
served thelr Nation valiantly in an un-

- ~ -

populsr

men's diseasen, is ot snoush basis
title to the greatness W&

no

forit.

. quired by

It has been nearly & years since the
concerns sbout poasible long-term
health effects from exposure to the
dioxincontaminated defoliant, agent
orange, fust came to light. Conemn
continues to grow about the potential
health effecta of exposure to dioxin as
exemplified by the Qovernment's dect-

parts par trillion lavel. For thess res-
sons and others, conerns among Viet-
nam veterans about the effecta of this
chemical on their health have justif
sbly heightened s well 1 wiah my
speech on the House floor tQday could
signal the end of these concerns about
cannot.m orange, but unfortunately

L

¥

We nonetheless have taken an
portant interim step ioday, a
which ‘buflds on earlier actions
which include;
thorization of the largest epeldemio-
logy study ever attempted, and
thorization of priority health care
the VA aystam for veterans who

i
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tre caublc m not. mduee defini-
tive, incontrovertible scientifle infor-
mation about the mediul affects of
agent orunge” and that "full answers
may never bs found'” The principal
tool of sclentists studying agent
orange and dioxin, epidemiology stud-
ies. are not even designed to elicit a
dause and effect relstionship, rsther
they try instead to determine risk
Jevela, Those who desire vigorous, in-
controvertible proof are ex
more than science can deliver and are
therefore setting standards that will
be virtually imposaible to meet. Those
who thus insist on incontrovertible
rool before providing the modest
nefits available in H.R. 1961 in my
pinion would probably also insist on
tnessing the second coming of
hirist before belleving in God.
I salute Members.of the House for
m requiring such impossible stand.

This is not to say that we do not
have s substantial record of evidence
which already links agent orange to
long-term health effects. W . The
current record reveals he -relat-
ed cancers ln Western Europe, cancers
in occupationally exposed U.S, work-
ers, excessive cancers among white
women in Midland, Mich.—where her-
bicides have been produced—and
cancer in multiple animal species by
multiple routes of exposure. This
record will expand as & number of act-
entific studies currently underway
provide additional information over
the next few years.

I wouldumg llt: t:, oom:‘i’encl;. on the

&1 vdy, wi many
pi[ﬁpie bell#0% will be an important in-
dicator in determing the health effects
of agent orange. Though 1 do not be
lieve thst one can casually sssume
that the type, level, and length of ex-
posure of these Alr Force personmel
can be extrapolated to the exposure
- experience of ground units, important
information will nonetheless result
from this study. Though it is 100 soon
o draw firm conclusions on mortality

tigures, initial findings are of intereat..

Enlisted personnel, which the Air
Force admits were “far more exposed
than the officer peraonnel." had & less
favorable mortality rate than their
nonherbicide exposed peers. In addi-
tion, there was an r¢
disorsder deaths, The ree cl

however, that digestive mortality and
& paucity of cancer deaths are statisti-
cally nonsignificant. Morbidity dats
from this study of those who dis
pensed agent orsngs in Vietnam will
be available iste in Pebtuln and
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should provide further information on
these concerns.

Though I support the bill we ap-
proved today, I do have some concerns
about it as it now exists,

One significant addition to the bill .
will result in compensation for a
modest number of World War I and
Korean ers vetsrans suffering from

cancer, and polycy-

Jeukemia, thyroid
ntists | themis-vera—a blood disorder—condi-

tions related to.atomic radiation expo-
sure. This s a long-overdue action
l.ha.uhouldlmnymuewvmm
velerans, -

Unfortunately, the bill simlﬁu.ntly
restricts eligibility for benefits to
these “atomic veterars” by limiting
payments to those whose condition
{firat originated within 20 yewrs of
their services discharge, The vast ms-
Jority of veterans. with radiation-in-
duced conditions were discharged
during tlie 1940's and 1930's. The 20-
year resiriction for initial manifeats-
tion of thess conditions has expired
for the vast majority of these men a
long time &go. In my view, the Veter.
ans’ Committee should seriously con-
sider extending the 20-year limit by u
least 10 years.

Similar restrictions were spplled w
agent orange clalms as well. Though §
believe & 20-year “presumptive period”
is reasonably sccurate for soft-tissue
cancer, I am conce 1.
Hmitations on po!
and chloracne. Hearings on 1961
revealed that most soldiers in Vietnam
did not bother to have what were con-
sidered at the time, minor ailments,
such as skin conditions and rashes, re-
corded in their service recorda,
Though s 1-year “presumptive period”
perhaps accurately reflects the time
when the condition would ordinartly
first occur from the point of exposure,
chloracne is known to persist for 25 to
30 years. Thus, & chioracne-type condl-
tion may have originated well within
the 1-year limitation period but was
never trecorded. 1 Ubelieve we could
have been more generous in this in-
stance. '

PFinally, Representative CHRis SMITH -
and I offered an amendment to re-

quire establishment of an ind :
ttes and mﬁaﬁg‘% )
resolution. of agent orange claims,

Though our amendment was defeated |
in s committee vote, I would Hke to :
have printed in the Recoxp the addi. |
tional views of several committee
memben in support of this etfort. -
Apprrionas Vizws

"rhe Veterans' Affalrs Cornmittee Look un

important first step (n reporting an amend-

ed version of H.R. 1981. However, even with

»1il) continue to be mmrtted by the inabil-
ity of this legisiation to meet their legiti-
mate needs,

an Independent advisory commiites to
Joctively analyse all naw and sxisting
tifie svidence partaining to dioxin
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agency juuma its pamon that no Llinems,
excapt chlorscne, resulis (rom Agent
exposure, The Duaschle/Bmith
amendmant would have established & proce-

snalysia of this information would ensure
that viewpoints contrary 1o agency positions
receive falr and expeditious consideration.
‘There are also distinet advaniages in this
approach for the Veterans Administration.
The VA Administrator ultimately selects
Advisory Committes members, determine
when they mest and whether or notl com-
perastion i3 even warmanted. Agency deel.
slons on compensation could be corroborst-
ed by Advisory Commijttee recommends-
O N
1t Is therefore our betief that as additional
; scientific studiss are relessed, the Advisory
Commlittes would have sraured falr and ex-
i peditions analysis of information directly
nlemt to Agant Orange claime It s our
that the committes will rensw conaid-
enstion of these proposals duirng tha second
seazlon of the 98th Congress.
Tom Daschle, Christopher Stnlth.
Robert Kaptur,
thew Mu'tlnn. Hurley stum Jr.
lchardsan, John

"rhouth there were, duureemems
about the scope of this legislation. s
number of individuals deserve recogni-
tion for helping this legisiation get to
where it is today. The gistinguished
and able chairman of the committee,
Sowwy MowrcoMmEnY. 83 well as the

I



!:mn for his ecommitment and sup-
port during this lengthy prooess.
Pinally, the Vietnam Veterans of

of Foreigh Wars, AMVETS, Jewizh
War Veterans, and Vietnam Vsterans
Agent Orange Victims, deserve a great
deal of credit for their support and ef-
forts on behalf of E.R. 1081.

It s my hope that these members
and organizations will now commit
themaelves to encourage Senste pas-
sage and Presjdent Reagan's endorse-
ment.

Mr. HAMMERSCHAMIDT. Mr.
Sm I yiald 3 minutes to the very

able chairman of the Subcommittee

on Hospitals and Health Care, the

gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
Encan).

{Mr. EDGAR asked and was given

© permission.to revise.and extend his re.

R IR

marks.)

Mr, EDGAR. Mr. Speaker, as an
originsl cosponsor of HR. 1961. the
Agent Orange and Atomic Veieramns
Relief Act. 1 rise in full support of the
legislation.

As chairrosn of the House Veterans
Affalrs Subcommitiee on Hospitals
and Health Care and a member of the
committee since 1975, 1 can stiest to
the fsct that the subject of agent
orange has been one of the most seri-

- ous and persistent problems we have

faced.

In 1978, our colleague, the gentle-
mgn from Callfornta, Dos Epwanrps,
and 1 were the first members of the
committee to call for hearings on the
issue of agent orange.

We have, zince that tme, held at
least nine hearings reviewing scientific
data, and the concerns of veterans and
their famflies in attempting to reach s
consensus on the ismte.

Where the scientific community was
uncertiain as to the range of dizabil-
fties which could be stiributed to ex.
posurs to agent orange in humans,
thers was general agreement on three
bagic polntg

Dioxin s one of the most highly
toxic substances known L0 nran.

Second, during s 10-year period from
1961 to 1971 approximately 52 million
pinta of the herbicide were sprayed in
South Vietnam.

Third, there was & growing concern
among the Vietnam veteran popula-
tion that not only their health, but
the welfare of {heir families had been
sdversely affected by exposure,

The VA has conducted over 130,000

agent orange haslth screening exami-

nations. -
Neasly 11,000 Vietnam veterans in
my.own Stats of Penmaylvania have

-
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gone 10 the Veterans Administration
for examinations and agent orange

counseling,
Dummﬂthcmmthcm

m
W inv cal facilities for
ho have disabliitles which

agert orange and lonizing radiation.
Based on {ar less evidencs than
last yelr. ths present,
B s e vhe
.. v
only may hangn exposed
in the soil aroand their homes.

On these precedents and turther sci-
entific evidence it only seems appro-
priaste that we move forward at this
point with the presumptions for com-
pensation for three specific diseases:
chioracnie—a skin condition, Porphyria
Cutanes Tarda—a liver disorder, and
s0ft tissue sarcoman

In the same vein, our committee has
sttempted Lo deal with the residual ef-
fects of exposure to onizing radiation
among the “Atomic Veteran" populs-
tion. Between 1943 and 1963 the U.8
Government exploded approximately
233 atmospheric nuclear devices, Ap-
proximately 200,000 American service
personnel were exposed to ionizing ra-
distion during that time, or during the
clean-up operations in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, Again, as with the agent
orange question, there has been dis-
agreement in the scientific community
a8 to the exact digabilities brought on
by varying degrees of radiation. But
stil], the existing evidence was strong
enough to warrant, at 3 minimum, at
this time, & presumption of disability
for three specific diseases: cancer of
the thyroid, Polycyvihemia vera—s
bone disease, and lsukemis if those
disabilities appear within 20 years of
exposure.

Mr. Speaker, it is very clear that we
have taken a5 important first step in
bringing this bil) to the flpor. It does
not go as far ag the bill we originally
introduced oar does it include addi-
tional means of requiring that the VA
submit additiona]l disabilities which
could be compansable as a result of ex-
posure to these environmental haz-
zards that was contained in an amend.
ment befare the committee. There are
many of us on the committes who are
also concerned that the presumptive
periods called for, for both Vietnam
veterans and atomic velerans, are un-
realistically short. Still, the bili is a be-
ginning, and the House, at least Is
taking this important first step in
behaif of those who have served thejr
country and now seek our help,

I would like to express my deep ap-
preciation to the gentleman from
South Dakota, the criginal author of
this legisistion, Tox Dascung for his
persistenow and hia dedication to this
issue )

1 would also like to thank the Jeadar-
ship of the commities, Chalrman

MowtgoMexy. and Ranking Minority
Member Jomst Pavi Huodsascnany

January 0, 1984

for their Jeadership and willingness 1o
mummmm
Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Spetker,
1 yield such time a8 he may consume
to the guntieman from Cxlifornts (Mr.
Fario}.
(Mr, PAZIO asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-

" that. will

dering that .
provide & measure of reltef that is long
overdue for the thousands of velerans
suffering from 1linesses attributable to
uent orange and stomic radiation ex-

Thm veterans provided our country
with patriotic service under hazardous
conditions. Indeed, the full extent of
the hazards faced by Vietnam veierans

- exposed to toxic herbicides containing

dioxin, such as agent orangs, and who
suffer from flinessas linked to Lhat ex-
pasure iz not yet fully known. Like
wise, veterans who served in the occu-
pation forces in Hiroshima and Nags-
saki immedintaly following World War
II and those who have since participat-
ed in atmospheric nuclear teits were
serving In the midst of hidden dangers
that are only now coming to light.

This legislation, which provides dis- °

mer faved by our service
omen n the futura. There
eomnm and interest in
to find out all we can sbout
pote health effects of expo-
ure to rmel:m radistion and agent

sponaibilities to thoas who served Lthelr
country at & great personal sacrifics.
Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker,
I vield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr, ROWLANDL, 2

-tnember of the commitiee, who has

been very helpful on this legislation.
Mr. ROWLAND, Mr Spesker, I
good friend and distin

New York (Mr. McHocn), and othar
members of the committee for the
mkmthumqhandm
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radiation
been accepted for many yeara. In 1934,
after prolonged exposure to X
Madame Currie disd {from leukemia,
Radiation exposure has » documented
effect on the reticulo endothelial
system.

1’B'..R.. 1961 establishas o

H

within 20 years of their sxposure to
radistion: lsukemia, which is the pro-
liferation of the whits eell producing

. elements in bons marrow;

polycythe-
mia vera, the proliferation of the rad

the Baker teata in the South Pacifie,
contaminsted salt-water was ingestad
by military personnal. Saltwater
which has & heavy concentration of
iodine, when radiated turns to Lo &

spray.

The problem with Identifying the
cause and effects of radiation induced
cancers and disorders Is that it iakeg
years for the original injury to mani-
fest {tsell as an observable malignant
neopinsm. Bets emittera can even ba
incorporated into parts of the body to
irradiate interpally. Thase problema
with just identifying the disarders in a
timely manner are compounded by the
factors other than scientitic which
have entared into the research oo this

sibifty of
the Government to st least give (he
benetit of the doubt to those velerany
who have risked their lives for our
common good -Although the 20-year
manifestation period iz to short to do-
many vetersns any good, perbaps
their survivors will find some solace in
the inclustons of death benefits in this
legislation. .
This is & biparttaan bill that offers
hope to a large group of patriotie vet-
erans who have for too long feit that

. their pleas for recognition and ae -

counting have gone unheedsd,
The Agent Orange and Ltomic Vets

“erans Rellef Act is the comerstone

CDONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

upon which we can bulld the truth, de-
leagues’ support of this modest BiAL

ouse -
Mr.

chairman,
gentleman from Mlssissippt (Mr,
MornTooMERY), for his atrong leader-
ship on this, as well as the ranking md-
nority member, the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. HAMMERSCHMIDT), and
the gentleman from South Dakota

(Mr. DascHLE). )
Mr. Speakér, I must admit that I am
hoth pleased saddersd o0 be

this lingering problem which will not
disappesr. .

seisnflcally
provan “bayond & shadow of a doubt,”
morally responsibis under

H
H
;
<)
£
:
B
4
&

E

In my home area of Toledo, Ohdo, I
have heard more individual horror sto-

Repeatedly, my constituents hswve
explained to me that this legisiation
would do more than provide them

anxiety, by proving
are concerned about
they will be able to alford proper
treatment it further service.connectad
disabiiRies appenr.

1 urgs my colleagues on both sides of
the sisle to suppart this vital legisia
tioh, For as Mr. Hary Walters, the
Administrator of the TA, has 50 aptly

that Am
them, and that



.

distingui _
subcommittee, the gentieman from
Ohio (Mr. ArrrEcaTtE), fOr their leader-

ship and active support of this legisla. act.

tion, a8 well as the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HaMMERSCHMIDNT), particu.
larly for his interest In the atomic vet.
ersng part of this leghlation,

Mr, Speaker, 1 vouldca.lu like to

from South Dakota, the present chair-

man of the Vietnam Vetsrans in Con-
gress Tom DascHiE, and the suthor of

reject sclence In the name of compas-
sion.

At & yearly cost of just $8 million or
lesa, the bill's agent orange

presump-
tions are carefully focused on only
i three specific

disabilities: Soft tlasue

relating the disabilities to exposure to
agent orange,

Some 4 years ago, two independent
Swedish studiea related exposure to

Following the Swedish studies, an in-
dependent review of four additional

New England
Journal of Madicine, two doctors from
Emory University completed the
circle, reporting on three Vietnam vet-
erans with soft tiasue sarcomas.

Yet even today, the Veterans' Ad-
ministration repeats its call for more
research—and more delays—hefors
any compensation is granted.

Mr. Speaker, there s much we do
not know about agent orange. Aggres-
sive ressarch is required. Neverthelesa,
there are s3ome things we do know and
some things

lating
stant call for yet more regearch

CONGR.ES&IONAL RECORD — HOUSE . '
‘Orange and Atomic Veterang Relisef. For Vieinam veterans to trust their-

t, they must belleve that
somahow, there

It offers individusls. -

H.R. 1981 seeks to demonstrate that
whoever else may hesitate, Congress,
at least, is prepared to draw a line and

g‘rum adoption of the measure. e
Speaker, [ yield 3 minuteas to the dis-
tinguished chairman of the Commitiee
on Education and Labor, the gentle-
man from Kenmgtly (Mr. PERXINS).
Mr. PERKINS. I thank the gentle-

az well as those veterans who were ex-
posed to radiation after the atom
bombings of Japan and during the nu.
clear testing untll 1963, As an original

January 38 1984

; ‘they had an opportunity (o
clean up. They 4id net go through any
formal -decontamination procedures.
This was not the only test that this in-
dividual participated In. -

At my recommendation this individ.
usl flled a clalm for service-connected
with the Veterans’ Adminis-
He claimed service-connection
he wes suffering as &
tests he particl.
1950's. This case,
then in effect,
by the regional office of
Veterans' Administration. During
d everything I could to
and friend,
case was before the Board
of Veterans Appeals 1 appesred per-
sonally at the hearing with this indl.
vidual to assist him. The Board of Vat-
erans Appesls remanded the case to
the oﬂ&c for the develop-
o

;
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dusljiﬂ of "benefits ia people liks thiy

these vetarans the benefits they de-

od the General Accounting
Office to investigate and see if they
could find evidence of this occurring
GAQO reported back (0 me that they
could not document that this was the
case although one individual at GAQ

find the neceasary proof.

1 hope that this legislation -will be
passed unanimously. it is a step for-
The people who will benefit
have served their- Nation and have
besn stricken with dresd diseasesy
caused by chemicals and nuclear radi-
ation. It is indeed a tragedy that such
legislation is necessary. The denial of
benefits to the victims of agent orange
and to the victim of nuclear radiation

i

. {3 an inhumane act. I hope that this

legislation will speedily become law
and will send & mesaage L0 the Veter.
ana’ Administration that they are to
serve the veterans and not some indi-
vidual's misguided opinion as to budg.
0 1300

Mr. MONTGOMERY. M}, Speaker,
1 thank the gentleman from Connecti.
cut for his patience and I now yield 2

minutas to the gentleman f Con-
necucut (Mr, RATCRPORD). from

(Mr. RATCHFORD asked and was

given permission to
Si ) revise and extend

1l believe, that the |
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agent orange, and severs birth defects
among their children, are forming s
pattern typical of finding scroas the

filling its obligations to ita citizens in
Connecticut or the rest of the country.

beginning., Vetarans are asking them-
selves. If the Government is offering

-120th the level ln agent orange, why
not the citizens who served In Viet-
nam? Let the studles continue, by all
meana, and I regret that the bill as ve-
ported does not provide for & special
advisory committes to analyze
denoe. But let us not quibble. Dioxin Is
4 killer and a crippler, and compensa-
tion is needed now. I urge my

\eagues to this
which takes s thoughtful and

g

etat Axla during the Vietham ers and
were exposed (o the herbicide, agent
orange. L

The bill provides benefits to Viel.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

timue sarcoms coancer. It provides

in the Vietnam war. Thiz legislation
recognizes the long-range effects of

in exposure to agent orange or nuclear

radistion and allows this small group
of .vetarang to receive service-connect-
ed disability treatment and benefita
Thease veterans were willing to risk
their Hves in Vietnam because they
cared; we the Congress should be will.
ing to take the necessary actions to
allow for the treatment of their Hl-
nesses without requiring them to fight
{for many years in the couria.

I urge my colleagues to give this leg.
isistion favorabie support and pas-

sage.® .

o Mr, PATTERSON. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of H.R. 1961, the Agent
Oranges and Atomic Veterans Rellef -
Act. This legislation addresses serious
problems that began for some veterama
near)y 40 years ago. -

H.R. 1981 provides assistance to vet-
erans who served their country, con-
tractad Nnesses which may be service-
related and have not received disabil-
ity compensation. After years of wailt-
ing for help, these veterans were told
that they should continue to wait, pos-
sibly untfl the end of this decade,
befors their eligibllity for disability
compensation would be determined.
‘This i3 too grest a burden to place on
veu:m suffering from dizabling ail-
men

This measure provides much needed
relief for two very specific groups of
veterans—ihose who were exposed to
agent orange in Southeast Asis, and
those who were exposed to atomic re-
diation, either during the occopation
of Japan after the Hiroshima and
Nagasaki bombings,. or during atmos-
pheric lesting of nuclear devices ba-
tween 1949 and 1963, '

Numerous scientific studies nre cur
rently underway relsted to the sffects
of exposure to agent Ths

orange.
Canter for Disease Control is current-

1088. While 1

k

program, theae bene-
additional studies.

E

pensates

veterars who have contracted the
eases considered most likely to resuld:
from exposure -to ageni OTAngE—OF
atomiz radistion. The bill includes &

Administration: “To care for him who
shall have borne the baitie and for his

@ Mr. BONER of Tennessee Mr.
Speaker, I rise In support of the Agent
Orange and Atomic Veierans Rellef
Art.

This bill addresses s problem that
many velerans now face as a result of
their service either in South Vietnam
or the Southwest United States and
the South Pacifia '

From 1981 until 1971 the herbicide

iz unshie to come to terms on how
dangercus dioxin &8 to the health, or
to what extent exposure results in
lang-tarm health problems. There s
considerable evidence, however, that
dioxin does increase the likelihood of

coma, & form of cancer; PCT, a liver
condition; and s skin condition known |
as chiorucne. :
the years of 1945 through



mooomnnm'wmam
ed in thoss testa Additlonally, other

4

Several studies have been conducted
and several more are t0 be completed
by 1987 and 1988,

those veterans who served our country

nor do
how much exposurs can be expected
to harm human heslth,
agent orange has been linked to
least three types of disease: a form
cancer known as soft-tissue sarcoma, &

tanea tarda or .

' CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE -

This bil) provides that retroactive to
omwx.tm.uumpormhmw

E
|

veterans who participat-

signed into law on November 21, 1983,
already requires the Administrator of

~ Veterans' Affairs to consider the feasi-

“blllty of conducting an epidemiological
study on the effects of low-level ioniz-
ing radfation on veterans who particl-
pated in the testing of nuclear devices
or who were in the occupation forces
at Hiroshima and Nagasaki immedisate-
1y after World War 11, It 5 estimated
that this study. if undertaken, would
:a ug;mpleted before the agent orange

I am concerned, as are others, Mr,
Speaker, sbout the fact that the bene-
fita authorization in this bill termi-
nates 1 year after the agent orange
study is compieted. Therefore, it will
be {mportant for the Veterans' Atffairs
Committee and the Congress to care-
fully follow the progress of the studies
to insure their objectivity and sccurs-
€Y, and then o be prepared to paas the
appropriate legislation expeditiously
upon learning of Lthe findings. .

This legislation ia an important first
step regarding compensation for expo-
sure to agent orange and low-level ra-

diastion. However, thiz bill is not a Dassage
cure-all and questions relating to this Dplaces

compensation for veterans will contin-
ue after the biil is passed I join sever-
al of my colleagues on the Veterars'
Atfalrs Committee in urging the cre-
ation of sn independent sdvisory com-
mittee to objectively analyze all

and existing sclentific evidence

taining to dloxin exposure., 1 believe
this would Insure that viewpoints con.
trary to VA positions receive fair and
expeditious consideration. In addition,

1 support an open, public procedure by -

which the VA can clarily how much
and what kind of proof is stll) neces-

th vm& { Porelgn Wars, Many
. o gn Wars.
otmovetmmlh t from Bucks
County and

Vietnam and atomic veterans’ loyal
service to Americs was without ques-

. thon & display of courage, strengih,

and devotion, As elected representa-
tives, we have An obligation to defend
tha interesta of vetersna who have al-
ready made great sacrifices in serving

: and protecting our country and 1 en.

ti'o’tﬁue my colieagues (o support H.R.
@

& Mr, CORRADA. Mr. Speaker, 1 rise
in strong support of H.R, 1961, the
Agent Orange and Atomic Veterans
Reliel Act which establishes a pre-
sumption of service-connection for cer-
tain diseased present in Vietnam veter-

- ans-and veterans who participated in

the detonation of an atomic bomb or
device or in the occupaiion of Hirosh-
ma or Nagasaki, that may be attribut-
able to the exposure L0 agent orange
or lonkzing radiation.

1 believe that it s only fliiting and
Just to compensate vetersns who
sulfer certain diseases which have
been reasonably linked to the veterans
exposure to sgent orange amd atomlie
radiation during their time {n military
service. While these ilinesses stand of-
ficially due to the lack of
conclusive scientitic evidence of thelr
serviceconnection. they are real, they
are painful, they have been reasonably
established as service-incurred diseases
and therefore, during the absence of
scientific proof toe the contrary, the
ailing veteran should be compensated.

The Federal Government has the re-
sponsibility to compensate our soldiers

for all service-connected disabilities:

and whenever we are in doubt as to
the service-connection of s disesse, the
benefit of the doubt ahould rest with
the veteran: they have rightfully
earned this deference.
I urge my colleagues to vote for the
of this legislation which
the responaibility for
health damaging resuits the use of
herbicides and tonizing radistion yieid.
ed where it belongs.e -
& Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I support
the passage of this legislation, It is be-
coming increasingly clear that the

the-

*



other members of
found four out of
200 men of the unit to be seriously ill.
He had not found any
easgues who
asked the VA o find the men of this
unit and poll them'ss to thelr health,

deterniine whether this is a cohort

‘families of thoas who served in Viet-

nam.

To reject this bill would ba the most
serious breach of fajth.

J urge its &

o Mr. SIMON. Mry. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 2878, the Library
Services and Construction Act amend-
ments of 1983, Since the Peders) Gov-
ernment began to assist our Nation's
Ybraries in 1957, some 17 million
-Americans have recejved Lbrary serv-
ices for the firsi time. Another 90 mil.
lion individuals have benefitted from
improved services, During the last
Congress, the SBubcommittee on Post-
secondary Education conducted exten.
sive oversight hearings: around the
country to prepare for reauthorization
of the aet, We learned that, in general,
LSCA programs were very highly re-
garded and valued, Certain suggestions
were made, however, to Improve li-
brary services under the aet. Numer-
ous witnessea pointed out, for exam.
ple, that:

The focus of LSCA needed to be
changed from providing geographic
access Lo & strong emphasis on provid.
ing access to services for a wide range
of populations; :

Libraries should be considered com-
munity (nformation centers, not just
repositories for books: -

There are no provisions for Ubrary
services for American Indian tribes;
ulgzrmed emphasis l:lrdeeded on in-

riibrary cooperation;

Funding is desperstely needed for
title II construction programa,

H.R. 2078 sddresses thess needs, It
expands the definition of librariea to
reflect thelr new role ag information
centers; it increases the authorization
for library construction and redeiines
permissible projects to include handi-
capped access and snergy conservation
projects; and it encourages greater in-
terlibrary cooperation. One new pro-
gram in title IV will permit Indian
tribes to recelve funding directly from
the Se¢cretary of Education for the
purposes of developing lbrary serv-
icen, Title V creates a second new pro-
fram which provides fdr discretionary
§Tants directly to librartes for the pur-
bose of purchasing foreign language

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE

gram created by & new title VI which
allows libraries to apply directly to the
Secreiary of Educstion for grants to
be used in the ecordination of literacy

programa.

The administration has expreased its
opposition to this bill. Libraries, it
argues, are the responsibility of State

however, requires thsat
communities must mateh the Federal
contribution to lbrarfes. In no case
can the Federal share of programs on
tities I and I be more than 68 percent.
8till, Federal funds have proven to be
a tremendous stimulus to State and
tocal governments. Often, States over
match Federal funds,

In apite of a recard of opposition to
libraries on the part of the administra.
tion, Congress has consistantly given
library programs strong bipartisan
support. In fiscal years 1983 and 1984,
the sdministration recomimended zero
tfunding for library programa, None-
theless, Congress has kept authoriza-
tion levels sbove 380 millien. Given
the tremendous cost incresses that Ii-
braries have faced in recent years, it is
time we reconfirm our commitment
and put suthorization levels for librar-
jes back in atep with their nesds,

The average cost of s periodical in
1969 was $8.31, Today it is $50.23, The
average book in 1909 was priced at
$18.37. Today the price tag is over $25.

If our Nation's libraries sre to meet
the growing challenge of the new era

H22
ANNUAL REPORT OF PIPELINE
SAPETY

FOR CALENDAR YEAR
1983-MFSSAGEY FROM THE
PRESTDENT

STATES
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid
before the House the following mes-
sage from the President of the United

tion,
. (For message, see proceedings of the
?:“nm) of today, Monday, January 30,

LIBRARY SERVICES AND CON-
g‘;nwon ACT AMENDMINTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursg.

ant to House Resolution 397 and rule
XXII1, the Chair declares the House
inn the Committes of the Whole House
on the State of the Unjon for the con-
sideration of the bill, H.R. 2078.
IN THE COMMTITER OF TWE WHOLS

Accordingly, the Eouse resolved
itseilf - into the Committes of the
Whole House. on the State of the
Union {or the consideration of the-bill
(ELR. 2078) to amend and extend the
Library Services and Construction Act,
with Mr. Fazio (n the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHATRMAN. Pursuant to the
rle, the first reading of the Hill Is dis-
pensed with. ’

OF THE UNITED

of informstion, if they are to attain * Under the rule, the gentleman from
thelr full potential as social services to Kentucky (Mr. Pzaxing) will be recog-
all American ecitizena, we cannot back Dnized for 3¢ minutes and the gentle-
down now. We must continue our his- man from Missourl (Mr, Corrman) will

tory of support. I urge you to vote yes
on this bilt.e
M Mr.

r. L
Speaker, 1 yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Mr. Speaker,
1 rise in strong support of this bill and
yield back the halance of my time,

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MoaxiEY), The question is on the\
motion offered by the gentleman from
Minsissippi (Mr. MoNToOMEZRY) that
the House suspend the rules and pass
the bill, H.R. 1961, as amended,

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted In favor thereol)

the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed. !}

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: “A bl to amend title 38,
United States Code, 10 provide disabil-
ity and death allowances to veterana
and the survivors of veterans who

. survl-
o] who participated in
atomic tests or the occupation of Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki and suffer from
diseases that may be attributable to
fonizing radiation.” - S

be recognized for 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Eentucky (Mr. PERKINS).

Mr. PERKINS. Mr. Chairman, 1
¥ield myself 8 minutes.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of
H.R. 2878, the authorization for the
Library Services and Construction Act
Amendments of 1983, This important
plece of legislation provides funding
through fiscal year 1958 to continue
services and {0 provide access to these
services for unserved and underserved .
population groups.

Since 1956, this program has pro-
vided 17 million. Americans with U-
brary services for the first time, and
another 90 million Americans have re-
ceived improved and sdditional serv-
ices through the provisions of this leg-
islation. Even though we are close to
our original goal of providing geo-
graphic access to lbraries for all
Americans (99 percent of the Nation
now has access to library services), we
know there are atill mitlions of Ameri-
cans who need to have these services
continued and expanded if we are t0
provide the kinds of informational
servicea and special programs that are
needed for today's world, ;

‘This bill has sttempted to meet that

3
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