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New York Times 1/21/84

pol

International Study |s Urged

Of Agent Orange.in Vietnam

By PHILIP M. BOFFEY
Special 1o The New York Timee

WASHINGTON, Jan. 20 ~ The senior
member of the House Veterans Affairs
Committeetoday called for an interna
tional Sudy of whether Agent Orangs,
a herbicidé used to defoliate trees and

kilt crops in the Vietnam War, had

catised harm to the Vietriamese Who| P

wereexposedto It.

Representative Don  Edwards,
Democrat of California, who recently
returned from awesk in Vietnam, sad
an objective study conducted there
could help resolvé the dispute over
whether (he herbicide caused long.
term term to American troops. It was

used to destroy vegetation that pro-
videdmrfocr)%,he%]otcong. P 1d

"We can’t r?\s;lolve the problem here,
." r

y r. Edwards sad in a
telephane interview. "l conduded that
a study of what h over there

weuld ‘as5gt greetly In the American
studies of our veteran population. It
{ust doean’t make senge not to gowhere
he living |aboratory is”

Vietnamese Se¢ a Link

Mr. Edwards said Vietnamese hospi-
tal administrators, scientiats and doc-
tors had told of hedth damage to
women who had apparently been ex-
posad totheherbicide M girls injungle
villages. He said hehad been told thére
was ahigh rate of cancer of the uterus
and of abnorma births among these
women. -

“Mg%bgAgl(e/lmOrawgehadnothin to
do with it,” "Mr. Edwards sad, *“but
that should be established. An investi-
gationshouldbedone.

Vietnamese iattits have con
ducted studies concluding that birth de-
fects and cancer related to
Agent Orange. Onegroup of scientists
from Western and "Communist bloc
comies et vl Lo oy

0 sad it found the studies
ﬁ?/e" but not condusive.

) Thegrou[), of whichArthur H. Wes-
ing, an ecologist & Hampshire College
in’Amherst, Mass, was the co-leader,
cdled for cooperd thalon'entbetw'stsem Vlt%
namese and Other scientits on the
question. ;

I tchingSkinand Sleeplessness

_ The Federd Government is Soonsor-
ing more than 50 dudies of Agent
Orangeinthiscountry. Thekey studies
require accuréte records of where peo-
ple were a the time the herbicide was
sprayed and of subsequent hedlth prob.
lems. Some American scientists doubt
that adequate records for such astudy.
exiginVietnam. .

Mr. Edwards sad that in vigtin

hospitasin both Ho Chi Minh City an
Hanoi heheard tar tewer complaints of

suftering among mae Vietnamesef.

than he had expected, based
B aiaas [ A o versrane.

Some Vistnamese omchhf said trtnai e
O Ty o e ] P o
roblems, he reported, and one doctor
said he was Convinced that male veter-

dmn%nmq damage. But Mr.
E&V%Sn}dt at\(:etnaangngch 'y
rimitive country that jt made no
Ped e?%/ort to Ee% tracl< of I{s veterans
anddeterminethar hedth problems.
Mr. Edwards satd he would issue a:
report next week ca_ilmgtorm interna-
tiond study. He sad if should be con-|
ucted by ar ed international or-
ization, perhaps the World Hedth
tion Or the Food and Agricul-
tural Organizetion, both’of which are
specidized United Nations Wu,
because studies begun by either the
United States or Vietnam alone would
ack credibility.

He sad he did not know if Ageat
Orangewas connected with the genuine
hedth problems experienced by Viet.
nam veterans, but added, **we have an
obligaion to get an answer to this
conundrum.”
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