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PGB experts
s ' ^™*i ; t.

' • . , ' • ^

seek new tests
No conclusion on building

ByLOISFECTEAU
NEW YORK — More testing needs to be done to

determine whether the contaminated Binghamton
State Office Building can be cleaned or will have to
be destroyed,.av panel of experts concluded yester-
day. '

"I didn't think we've gotten past that point (of de-
termining if the building can be cleaned). We're talk-
ing about dioxins and furans, compounds about
which there are a lot of gaps in pur knowledge," Dr.
Clark W. Heath Jr. said at a news conference after ;
the panel's meeting yesterday at LaGuardia Airport. •

"The toxicity of the soot has to be addressed before
you can answer the question of cleaning the build-
ing,-""said Heath, director of the federal Center for
Disease Control's Bureau of Chronic Disease, who
chaired one of the.panel's afternoon work sessions.

"W£agfee there needs to be much more compre-
hensive sampling of the building before this can be
dealt.wjth adequately,";said Dr. Arthur C. Upton,
chairman pf New York University Medical Center's
Department of Environmental Medicine, who
chaired the other work session!

Glenn E. Haughie, director,of the state Office of
Public Health, said he considers.the(.meeting a suc-
cess even though no conclusions about the building
were reached." v

 : - ; • • • " ' •
"It was successful in, that we got some of the best

.mindsAvailable on,this subject together,"'Haughie
said. v '

Haughie said the state should not give up on the
problem despite the complexities it poses.

"We cannot be paralyzed by problems of this sort.
The1 ainountr of''information needed will probably
neve$jp,e availablevBut at some poinl we have to as-
semble what we'-kriow arid make a decision. That de-

cision may be that we^cannot make a decision,"
Haughie said. " '

Haughie and two members of the panel Will ad-
dress the Brbome Cpunty Medical Society at 9.45
a.m. today on the health aspects of the contamination
at "PCB Information Day", at the Ramada Inn in

.Binghamton..:" • ' ' ' ' ' ' ; , ' ? ; .
The state had asked the panel to determine the ac- .- ' .

ceptable level of exposure to the chemicals polluting .
the state building. Panel members were reluctant tp
dp that, saying it is a sociolpgical and pplitical deci-
sion, i ; , i-V*''v,'r-f?''?' . - . • - . --'Sy4'^-i? ̂ rf?' •:

>; ''I would think jt^would .not be appropriate for a
panel of scientists to decide this," Upton said. "This
,is a regulatory question, a societal question. What we
can perhaps do is define the levels Of risk." ' ' * » : "

Most panel members said they did not have enough
information on the state building contaminationi to
evaluate the rjsk^^s;v->.;.n;'";;'';V.'"':'-';;"/;<;' '•'y.^?-'f -

"You do need some bioldgic data on the soot. Once
we hav,e that then we can begin talking about 'risky.',
said Major iAlvin L., Young, who has done extensivV,
research on dioxin, one of the toxic chemicals pollut-1
ing the^Uilding. , •>, . '

Ypung said he is frustrated the panel did npt come
"up with mbfe concrete suggestions. • , • - ; : .','
....."I came prepared,to address the issues and we
didn't do that.?:There are; things;that could be done
right now','.. .'Ijwas going to suggest a cleaning re-"?
gime: I thjhk the^pught to-try a number of different
cleaning techniquesi-" Young said. • J - ;

Young, an Air-Force troubleshooter, said he. will ,
give the/state a plan,.to follo^ in:the absence of spe- t
cific suggestions by the panel. _ v ;.••••}• '

i . - ' :•' N ' SeePCiB,4A . - , . . , . . • ' ::
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question'number 1 (determining thevacceptable
level). We did spend a lot of time on it arid we
didri^t come up with 3 number/!Heath said.'/,;;; '

After the meeting Broome County Executive'
CarlS. Young said he was satisfied with the dis-
cussion. • • ' ' • - ' '"-'•-•-'

"I'm satisfied that a process is under way,
that there seems to be a realeffort'tb address1

everything," he said, adding that the conj;ami-'
nation has to be kept in perspective. •

"When I hear, people talking abbut tearing
the.building down, I wonder where their heads '
are at," he added. "This has to be kept in the
realm of reality. We don't live in operating
rooms." •••.",'••:•••••
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