Uploaded to VFC Website
~ October 2012 ~

This Document has been provided to you courtesy of Veterans-For-Change!
Feel free to pass to any veteran who might be able to use this information!

For thousands more files like this and hundreds of links to useful information, and hundreds of
“Frequently Asked Questions, please go to:

Veterans-For-Change

Veterans-For-Change is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Corporation
Tax ID #27-3820181

If Veteran’s don’t help Veteran’s, who will?

We appreciate all donations to continue to provide information and services to Veterans and their families.

https://www.paypal.com/cqgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted button id=WGT2M5UTB9A78

Note: VFC is not liable for source information in this document, it is merely
provided as a courtesy to our members.

11901 Samuel Drive, Garden Grove, CA 92840-2546


http://www.veterans-for-change.org/
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=WGT2M5UTB9A78

fomWNember 00241
Auther

Corporate Auther

Report/Article Title Form: Military Insecticides, Use in Vietnam,
AOPO/November-December 1983, Document Source:
Disposition Form - Survey of Chemical Hazards, 22

August 1971
Journal/Bosk Title
Your 0000
Month/Day
Color ]
Numher of kiages S

Descripton Netes Includes the disposition form, which describes a survey
of Long Binh Depot's storage area conducted on 19
August 1971 by A.F.J. Sommer and N.E. Pennington

Monday, January 22, 2001

Page 253 of 341



Military Insecticides
Use In Vietnam
RAOPO/Novamber-December 1983

Document Source

D%?Osw@w : gw«w@{d@.‘(cdﬁl \keda-&

Date of Document

?—Z%Q(

Insecticides Mentioned
(Type/Quantity/Use)

Other Information If Available

Method of Application

Location of Application

Military Unit if Different from Above
Names of Personnel Mentioned

Significant Bvent(s) - Spill, Fire, Explosion, Clean-up



' AISPOSITION FORM

f«%oo of this form, ase AR 140-15; the proponent ogency ia The Adjutont Geasrol’s Office.

EPERENCE OR OFFICE SYMBOL SLECT
AVHSU-PM Survey of Chemical Hazards
Ta Surgeons 'ﬂ‘“ tow C, PUNTMED Div  .DATE 22 Aug 71 T 1
me LT%}Pennington/dg/ZGOS

1. A suryvey of the Long Binh Depot chemical storage area was conducted on

12 Aug 71 by COL A.F.J. Sommer, Chief, Preventive Medicine Division and LLTC
N.E, Pennington, Entomology Consultant, accompanied by L'TC Richard R.
Williams, Chief, Storage Division, Liong Binh Depot.

2. This survey revealed many containers of foxic pesticide materials which were
leaking due to rust, chemical deterioration and/or damage. These materials
include such concentrated pesticides as 95% Malathion, 72% Chlordane, 18% Dieldrin
12% Lindane, T75% DDT and the less concentrated 5% DDT and 2% Diazinon. These
hazardous materials are contaminating sizable areas in two locations within the
depot. Most of these materials are readily absorbed througb the skin and in their
concentrated form present a very serious health hazard to personnel working in
and around these areas. The very poor condition of containers make it exiremely
hazardous for the unsupecting or unknowledgeable individual to attempt to handle
these materials for any purpose. In addition to the hazard presented through
accidental direct contact with these chemicals, many of them are prepared in a
light o0il base presenting a potential fire hazard when thus exposed to accidental

ignition.

3. Considerable amounts 0f hazardous chemicals and pesticides are unserviceable,
unauthorized for further use or excess to the needs of this commangd and require
disposal. Several staff sections of this command are currently involved in ident-
ifying these materials, determining quantities, developing disposal recommendat
tions and requesting disposal guidance from higher command. This is an arduous
task which will require coordination and the utmost cooperation between staff
elements involved, ICCV, support commands and Depot personnel.

4, The total problem of disposal is not expected to be resolved in the very near
future; however, the health hazard to personnel of this command by exposure to
these toxic chemicals must be dealt with immediately. The only obvious solution
to this immediate problem is to recontainerize these materials to remove the
exposure hazard. The condition of many containers is such that they could not
even be moved to a disposal site without endangering the personnel involved with
such movement. It is recognized that transferring these materials to new contain-
ers presents an exposure hazard in itself and all due caution, protective and
safety devices, must be employed. Technical guidance for minimum precautions
™ necessary to handle these chemicals is available through the USA RV Surgeon and
Safety Oifficer. In general the precautions would include a thorough knowledge of
the item being handled, protective clothes (aprons, boots, gloves, elc.},
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resplratory protection, a.va.tla.blhty of soap and a large quantity of water for
decontamination in case of accidental spills, coordination with the local medical
treatment facility to insure antidotes are available, if required, and close super-
vision to insure adherence to safely precautions. All hazardous chemicals and
pesticides which require disposal and for which disposal instructions are not
avallable should be segregated in an area of minimal traffic and marked with
signs in both English and Vietnamese as a toxic chemical area.

5. During this survey no attempt was made to identify all of the hazardous
chemicals and pesticides which will require repackaging or recontainerizing, nor
was any attempt made to identify all items in this class which are no longer
authorized or are in excess to the requirements of this command. It was noted;
however, that several items marked for disposal (PDO) were high or medivm use
items, and it appeared that many could be returned to stock with little or no re-
packaging or recrating effort, but some sorting effort would be required. It is
well recognized that the best method of disposal is through normal intended use
of the item; therefore, every effort should be made to salvage and return to stocks
all items and quantities possible so they can be expended through normal usage.
This will require accurate inventories and coordination to reduce requisitioning
objectives and to insure that stocks are reduced to proper levels.

8. The Surgeon will provide every assistance possible by itemizing those items
which are no longer authorized for use or are in excess to the needs of the com-
mand and will provide recommendations for disposal of items which have been or
are being developed. In order to provide this assistance a list of the items,
accurate quantities on-hand and physical locations must; however, be provided.

7. During this survey some items in poor or damaged, leaking containers were
specifically identified, but no quantities were obtained. Based on this infornms tion
the following recommendations are made for these specific items:

a. 6840-926-1481 - Insecticide, Malathion, 95%, 55 gal drums. This item
is a high use item and the containers are not in a deteriorated condition. The
spillage and resulting contamination was caused by damage to the drums durmg
handling. Recommandabions:

(1) Closer supervision be employed to prevent damage to drums during handling.

(2) Solutions still remaining in damaged drums be recontainerized and issued
for use.
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(3)° Drums be palletmed to facilitate handling.

b. 6840-270—8262 - Insecticide, Chlordane, 72%, 5 gal can. This item has a
limited use in the command. Recommendations:

(1) Serviceable material be returned to stock.

(2) Material in unserviceable containers be recontainerized and placed in
the segregated area pending disposal instructions.

c. $840-264-2043 - Insecticide, Dieldrin, 18%, 5 gal can. There is no further
requirement for this item. Recommend that material in poor containers be recon-
tainerized and all stocks be placed in the segregated area pending disposal in-
structions.

d. 6840-685-5438 - Insecticide, Malathion, 57%, 5gal can. This is a high
use item and a large quantily was noted marked PDO. Recommendations:

(1) All serviceable containers be separated from unserviceable containers
and returned to stock (at a cost of approximately $30.00 per ¢can, this is an
economical exercise). These stocks should be marked for issue priority over

cans in new condition.

(2) Serviceable material (uncontaminated by water or foreign matter) in
unserviceable containers be recontainerized and returned to stock as above.

{3) Unserviceable material in unserviceable containers be recontainerized and
placed in segregated area pending disposal instructions.

e. 6840-264-6692 - Insecticide, DDT, 75%, 20 1b pails. This is a limited use
item. Recommerd that serviceable material be returned to stock and material in
unserviceable containers be recontainerized and placed in segregated area
pending disposal instructions.

f. 6840-253~3892 - Insecticide, DDT, 9%, 5 gal can. This item has been
restricted to limited wse and is considered as no longer required. There appears
-to be large amounts of this item on hand and attempts should be made to transfer
this item to ARVN, USAID, or other agency, to obtain disposal through intended
use. Recommend material in unserviceable containers be recontainerized and all
stocks placed in the segregated area pending disposal instructions.
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g. 0840-753 5038 - Insectxcxde, Dxazinon, 2%, 25 1b pail. This is a high use
item. Recommendations:

(1) All serviceable containers be returned to stock.

(2) Serviceable material in unserviceable containers be recontainerized and
returned to stock.

(3) Unserviceable material be recontainerized and placed in the segregated
area pending disposal instructions.

h. 6840-242-4213 - Insecticide, Lindane, 12%, 5gal can. This item is no
longer required. Recommend that material in unserviceable containers be re-
containerized and all stocks placed in the segregated area pending disposal
instructions.

A F.J. SOMMER
Colonel, MC
Chief, Preventive Medicine Division
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